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Acts, xx, 28. Take heed therefore unto your- 
selves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church 
of Ood, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood. ^ 

It would be very desirable, and not so 
difficult, as is spmetimes supposed, to 
put together the scattered hints thrown 
over the Bible respecting the happiness 
and occupations of a future state ; and, 
laying them by the side of our own 
hearts, to form some general notion, not 
indeed of the degree, but of the nature 
of those enjoyments, which, as they 
commence here upon earth, will be 
fulfilled and made perfect in Heaven. 
We should thus throw great light on 
many difficulties in the present system 
of things, and on many duties, which 
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are now overlooked from our ignorance 
of their relative importance. For the 
habits which ^re to constitute our happi- 
ness in another world, must be those 
most deserving of cultivation in this. 
And we have no reason to suppose that 
any thing which exists on earth was 
ordained, except for Heaven, or ordained 
in its present form, had not such been 
the fittest for this end. 

Without dwelling generally on this 
point, I wish to call your attention to 
one intimation in particular, repeated 
frequently by our blessed Saviour in his 
Parables, and alluded to, though more 
faintly, in the Apostolical writings, re- 
specting the happiness of Heaven. We 
hear of provinces and kingdoms in- 
trusted to those who were faithful 
servants below ; of sitting on thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel; of 
even judging ang-els; and the very title 
given to the promise of the Gospel — 
the Kingdom of Heaven— implies a sys- 
tem of relative duties and functions con- 
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ducted on a regular principle of subor- 
dination and superintendence. 

And when we look to the natural 
world, where the germs of such con- 
stitutions, if designed by God, are likely 
to be found, no one can help being 
struck with the numerous and singular 
contrivances for placing us all in situa- 
tions, where we may exercise the offices, 
and mould ourselves into the habits 
necessary for properly fulfilling these 
several relations hereafter. 

We are placed at the head of the 
vegetable and animal creation; and 
God has intrusted them to our care, 
with the charge that, while they minister 
to our wants without any detriment to 
themselves, we should never abuse our 
prerogative. We are brought into the 
world weak and helpless infants, at the 
mercy of our parents for support, and 
binding them down to the toil of main- 
taining us solely by the strength of that 
instinctive attraction, which brings 

jsest to our affections those who most 




depend on our assistance. For our 
moral and spiritual life we are again 
thrown upon others at a time, when 
a single mistake or the slightest bias, 
may make us guilty and miserable for 
ever. Our civil and social systems are 
necessarily constructed upon the same 
plan: and the government, under which 
we live ourselves, has sedulously fol- 
lowed up the hints of nature, and por- 
tioned out its privileges and functions 
in such numerous divisions, as to leave 
scarcely a single subject without some 
share and interest in the administration 
of justice or authority. And when we 
enter into the privacy of society, even 
where as individual men we are most on 
an equality of mind, of age, or of power, 
no one can have seen the least of human 
nature without trembling at the influ- 
ence, which we mutually exercise by 
our words, and actions, aud omissions; 
and the helplessness in which we are 
exposed to the contamination of the 
beings that surround us. 
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It is evident that without such a 
system, awful as it is to ourselves, and 
seemingly destructive in its immediate 
consequences, we never could possess 
opportunities for exercising that sedu- 
lous and affectionate superintendence 
over the conduct and welfare of others, 
which, under certain modifications, is 
one of the purest of our earthly plea- 
sures ; and when combined with others 
of a similar character, and flowing from 
similar relations, will probably tend to 
fill up the measure of our happiness 
hereafter. That the contemplation of 
such a system is full of terror even to 
the boldest of men ; that it leads us on 
to the verge of thoughts, which to all 
but Christians are very dark with doubt 
and apprehension, is no reason why we 
should shrink from declaring, or assent- 
ing to it. With the Bible in our hands 
we can do, what no human being before 
could do, frame a probable conjecture 
on its object, and so far explain the 

.enomenon. And the only difficulty 
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^^H that remains, is the necessity of creating 
J^^ beings to fill certain situations, leaving 
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that remains, is the necessity of creating 
beings to fill certain situations, leaving 
them to be fitted and formed by the 
operation of other causes ; rather than 
endowing them at once with all requisite 
qualities and habits. Even for this per- 
haps the Bible might afford us some 
clew. But without it our own ignorance 
is a sufficient answer, and our own 
practical interest an object fully ade- 
quate to occupy our attention. 

It is not I am sure necessary to re- 
mind any one here, that the exercise of 
a protecting authority over beings in- 
trusted to our hands is full of pleasure. 
Power is always gratifying to our 
nature. But there is one direction, and 
one only, which it can take without 
bringing into play many bad and per- 
nicious feelings to jar with and embarrass 
our enjoyment. The command of the 
whole range of creation would very soon 
pall on our ambition. The pride of 
seeing our fellow-creatures stooping 
down before us, and regulating their 
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actions by our words, is to sober and 
reasoning; minds but a lamentable sar- 
casm on their infirmities, and our own ; 
or a very painful moclcery, if such 
homage does not come from the heart. 
It is a purer pleasure perhaps to bring 
the understanding of others into unison 
with our own ; but in the vast diver- 
sity of our reasoning faculties this is 
seldom practicable, beyond a certain 
and limited extent. The great and 
noble field for the exercise of power is 
still to be sought. And it is the con- 
trol of the human will, the regulation 
of human passions, the moral and re- 
ligious education of the ignorant, the 
blind, the vitiated, the careless, the 
young, the poor, and more than all, 
those who are most endangered by the 
position which they fill — those who 
have their good things in their life — 
those of whom the awful sentence was 
pronounced, that it was easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for them to enter into the kingdom 
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of Heaven— the rich, and (I use the 
language of the world, which is not the 
language of the Bible) the illustrious, 
and the great. 

jvish to call your attention to that 
sacred and endearing relation, in which 
you, who are here brought together in 
this small Church, more like an assem- 
bled family than a body of strangers, 
and I, who have never before addressed 
a congregation committed particularly 
to my care, are placed for the first time 
on this holy Sabbath. The pulpit is not 
often the place for the expression of 
individual feelings, or personal allusions. 
Perhaps it would be better if it were so 
— if we spoke to each other more as 
friend to friends, than as a preacher to 
an audience. But I cannot enter un- 
tried and inexperienced upon duties so 
awfully responsible — in a place so near 
my own native home — succeeding to 
those whom I personally knew, and 
especially to one who has carried with 
him to another country the blessings of 
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all bis flock, for the restoration of that 
health which has been injured — I trust 
only injured — in their service — without 
experiencing and expressing something 
of much deeper feeling, than can ever 
attend an address to persons not pre- 
viously connected with our thoughts, 
and whose faces we may never meet 
again. 

It is one of the most beautiful insti- 
tutions of our Established Church, that 
it secures a regular and permanent in- 
teMoorse between those who teach and 
those who listen ; and provides by many 
admirable contrivances for the full de- 
velopment of every good feeling, which, 
if our minds are such as they ought, 
must necessarily spring from this rela- 
tion. It is no objection to urge, that 
these contrivances sometimes do not 
take effect — that we are not all suscep- 
tible of these feelings, or able to awaken 
them in others ; that the collision of 
temporal interests is frequent and mise- 
rably pernicious — that there are some 
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who neglect these duties ; some who 
are distracted from them by sickness or 
unfortunate necessities; some who are 
unable to undertake themselves the 
province originally intrusted to them, 
and can only carefully and anxiously 
provide for its discharge by the delega- 
tion of their duties to others. We are 
men, and our institutions are human, 
and nothing human was ever free from 
imperfection. 

But where the wishes and designs of 
our establishment are fulfilled, we may 
all recognise the wisdom of the plan, 
and the benefits which result from it. 
And it is indeed a happy thing, when 
auy one by the blessing of that God to 
whose service he is devoted, is so de- 
tached from the cares and anxieties of 
the world, as to find his business and 
amusements, his occupation in this life 
and his hopes in another, all run to- 
gether in one smooth and even current, 
without any thing to disturb or divert 
them. And even such happiness, great 



as it is, may be increased, when giving 
up his whole mind and strength to those 
over whom he is placed, he can ask 
them for their full confidence and un- 
reserving affection, in the conviction 
that he has no other interest or happi- 
ness but theirs — when, however young 
and unpractised, he can promise them 
advice in all their difficulties, from feel- 
ing that no one can possibly err, who 
applies to God for instruction — when 
there is no temporal dispute or worldly 
interest to clash with the intercourse of 
religion — and when by the labours of 
others the work of a Christian minister 
has been so nearly completed, as to 
leave little to be done but the mainte- 
nance of established order, and the 
watering of the good they have planted. 
It is this task which I have now 
undertaken — with what feelings or in- 
tention, or views, of its extent and im- 
portance, it is not for me to say. They 
are the same as all have entertained, 
who have been placed in similar cir- 
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cumstances under similar responsibility. 
And, believe me, though the eye of ■ 
man sees nothing but a calm and con- 
tented acquiescence in the discharge of 
a serious duty, though the gall and 
bitterness they contain is mixed with 
infinite comfort, no human being could 
look on them if bared to his view, 
without the deepest compassion and 
awe. 

Neither do I wish to impress upon your 
minds the duties which fall upon you, 
from the relation in which we are placed. 
They are duties of feeling rather than 
of action. I call them duties, because 
every good, and simple, and natural 
sensibility, every thought and wish 
which nature calls up in the purity of 
our hearts and the innocence of our 
intercourse on earth, is a moral obli- 
gation, binding on us by the voice of 
instinct, by its necessity to our happi- 
ness, and by the sanction of God's com- 
mand. But to bid you look upon your 
minister as your best friend upon earth. 
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to feel grateful for his instructions, 
anxious to repay his labours by your 
own improvement, willing to co-operate 
with him in all objects of beneficence 
and utility ; and especially in those 
which tend to the maintenance of divine 
worship, and the keeping us all in the 
spirit of unity and concord — to bid you 
entertain these good and holy feelings, 
which, without any reference to per- 
sons, are a sacrifice, a well-pleasing 
sacrifice, rather to God than man, would 
be a very vain and useless attempt, till 
they grow up spontaneously, as I trust 
they will, in your hearts, if in the inter- 
course which now is commenced, God 
enables me to act, as I most solemnly 
and fervently desire. 

But there are a few errors sometimes 
arising from the relative situation of a 
clergyman and his parishioners, to which 
it may be worth while briefly to call 
your attention. 

One is the following : 
^ By the general feeling of all ages and 
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countries, the ministers of religion have 
been invested with a peculiar sanctity 
and importance. In the ages of 
Heathenism, when religion was but an 
instrument of political power, an impass- 
able barrier was thrown up between the 
families dedicated to its service and the 
common people, by means of philo- 
sophical knowledge and mysterious 
ceremonies. And the Roman Catholic 
system, which either borrowed from Hea- 
thenism all that was adapted to its own 
views, or spontaneously invented the 
same supports for its own power, when 
inBamed by the same evil ambition, 
soon introduced many similar contri- 
vances for giving to its clergy a secret 
but overwhelming influence over the 
minds of an ignorant laity. The Pro- 
testant minister indeed neither claims, 
nor desires, nor, it is hoped, would be 
permitted to assume any similar ex- 
clusive pretensions. He is not like the 
Pagan priest, admitted to mysteries from 
which you are debarred ; nor like the 



Catholic hierarch, endowed by his de- 
luded flock with the gift of miraculous 
power. The same Bible which is given 
to him he lays open to you. The same 
simple truths (and Christianity in its 
most complicated form contains but a 
few) are his consolatioa and yours. If 
he can ask for God's instruction at the 
foot of His altar, you can do it as well 
in your own closets. If lie can give up 
his hours to search more deeply than 
others into the bearings of God's word, 
and the best mode of placing it before 
you, you can apply it in a moment; 
and the application is all that i.s needful. 
The dew of Heaven -when sought in 
prayer, does not descend upon him more 
than on the humblest or most ignorant 
of human beings. He is a man like 
yourselves, subject to the same infirmi- 
ties, exposed to the same temptations, 
liable to the same failings, and only 
supported by the same spirit that sup- 
ports us all. I said the same infirmities, 
and the same temptations, when indeed 
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they are often greater. You can come 
every Sabbath to be benefitted by his 
instructions— and he has no voice to 
warn him but his own. You can kneel 
down in the House of Prayer, and enter 
quietly and undisturbed into the spirit 
of all our petitions — and his thoughts 
are distracted by the exigences of the 
moment, and the variety of his employ- 
ments. You can listen to his advice, 
and if he touches upon a single good 
and tender feeling, can give it vent in 
silence — and he is obliged to chill and 
stifle every warmer emotion, lest it ren- 
der him incapable of addressing you. 
And there are many hours and offices 
of wearying labour, before our hearts 
are turned wholly to God, when the 
Tempter stands by our side to ask if this 
is the rest which Christ promised, and 
these paths the paths of pleasantness. 
And those pure and holy thoughts, 
which like angels from heaven await 
you on returning from your labours* 
have been with us the whole day : and 
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been sullied in many a scene of de- 
pravity, and disquieted with many ruder 
feelings, tiil the freshness of their beauty 
is gone, and we are obliged to seek 
relief and repose in tlie dangerous re- 
laxations of the world. Even the minis- 
tering to your wants, and the sight of 
your distresses, and the knowledge of 
your sins, deadens and hardens the 
heart, without a painful and perpetual 
struggle— and the words, which heard 
but at times renew in you all that is 
good, have been repeated by us till they 
pass over without exciting a single emo- 
tion. And the threats, which make you 
tremble, lose half their terror when 
wielded by ourselves. And we hear 
God's thunders rolling over our heads, 
till we become deaf ; and gaze too 
closely upon his glories, till our eyes 
are struck blind. It is right — indeed it 
is right — that you should often think of 
these things ; and not expect from your 
ministers that perfect undeviating excel- 
lence which some demand, and, when 
c 3 



they find it not, proclaim religion to be 
a mockery and delusion. Remember 
that your minister is a man—not that 
you can fix, or he attempt too high a 
standard of good — not that God de- 
mands from him or from you, less than 
your whole hearts, and your whole 
lives — not that it is right to palliate or 
excuse, what he never will excuse to 
hunself, even the errors of thoughtless- 
ness or frivolity — not that it is safe to 
remove from his eye that check of your 
censorial opinion, which is one of the 
great safeguards to our duties — but 
that you may look on him, when he 
does err, in pity, rather than contempt; 
that you may not rej ect his words, 
because his actions sometimes vary ; 
that you may not distrust his sincerity, 
till you think every profession of good 
hypocrisy ; and become callous, cold- 
hearted, and selfish — and above all, 
that you may not cloak your own sins 
under the shelter of his faults ; bat 
remember, if a green tree is withered 



up, what shall be done in a dry. Think 
of these things, and leave the failings of 
those, who are placed over your souls, 
to the punishment or pardon of their 
master; and to those awful and agonizing 
moments, when we kneel down in soli- 
tude to give an account of our steward- 
ship, and God demands your blood of us, 
and that blood is fresh upon our hands. 
There is another error very gene- 
ral in the present day. It is to think 
more of your ministers than of the 
truths which they deliver ; and the 
fault runs in two opposite directions. 
It drives some away from the regular 
worship of the church by private feelings 
of disapprobation or dissension. It 
brings others to assemble themselves 
together, but rather to hear the preacher 
than to honour God. It is not likely in 
this place, and considering the character 
of those who have preceded me in this 
office, that any now hearing me have 
been guilty of the former crime. For 



SEBMOiJ I. 

without the slightest feeling of harsh- 
ness towards those who conscientiously 
differ from our Established Church 
(though remember that even our con- 
science sometimes deceives us. It is 
not an infallible guide ; still less a secu- 
rity against the consequences of our 
errors both here and hereafter), it is a 
crime, and one of very deep dye. It 
is no less than tiie renunciation of the 
most solemn, and binding ties — binding 
by all the recollections of early life, 
which nature has consecrated to herself; 
by all those holy feelings which link us 
to the institutions of our country ; by 
the most solemn sanctions of reason 
delivered by all our forefathers, whose 
wisdom built our Establishment upon 
the sure interpretation of Scripture ; and 
by the still more solemn denunciation 
of those Scriptures against all who sow 
dissension in the flock of Christ; and, in 
a spirit of wantonness and caprice, range 
themselves under different leaders, one 



looking to Paul, another to Apollos, 
and another to Cephas, and not all 
uniting in Christ. 

Those, if any there are, who have 
abandoned the pure worship of God, 
and gone to other teachers from per- 
sonal prejudices or worldly passions 
(and there are places where such a de- 
reliction of duty is not uncommon), must 
be left to tlie reproaches of their own 
conscience, to bring them back into 
the right way. 

And those, who do not quit the Church 
of God because they dislike his minis- 
ter, but come there because they like 
hina, must be reminded that religion is 
not an outward service, nor the pro- 
mises of God held out to the worship- 
pers of man. If we attend to the 
preacher and his discourses with the 
same curiosity and interest as we should 
visit an exhibition of art — if we find our 
hearts ready to answer his appeals, not 
with those deep and silent feelings 
which, hiding themselves in our bosoms, 
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are only traced in our lives by the fruits 
which they produce, but with a false 
theatrical sensibility, which courts ob- 
servation, and vanishes with the voice |i| 
from the pulpit — if when we quit the \ 
church, and pass by the graves of our 
neighbours, instead of calm and silent i 
reflections on the reality of what we I 
have heard, we rush at once into the 
idle and frivolous thoughts and conver- 
sation of the vreek, or what is even 
worse, into a critical discussion of the 
discourse just delivered — -if we cannot 
give our minds to religious subjects un- 
less they are decked out by man in all 
the trickery of art, and the plain simple 
voice of the Bible has no charms and 
no effect; believe me, we are not yet 
Christians. We are very far from God. 
We have much cause to tremble at a 
state, which, without admitting us into 
the pale of God's church, brings us only 
apparently close, to exclude us from its 
natural access. 
Thereisbutone remedy forthis very com- 



SERSIOX I. SS 

loon and very dangerous frame of mind. 
It is to remember that our prayers are 
an address to God, and our sermons an 
address to man — that Heaven, and Hell, 
and a future judgment, and our happi- 
ness here and hereafter, are in them- 
selves too grave and awful subjects to 
require external aid to give them weight 
in our thoughts, if those thoughts are 
not sadly misled— that the Bible is 
■written with the finger of God, and our 
discourses with the hand of man— and 
that if we do seem to touch your hearts, 
or awaken your attention, or place truth 
in a stronger light, or lend any charm 
of language to the beautiful simplicity 
of the Gospel ; if our sermons can do 
good, let them be heard with deeper 
reverence, and more earnest desire to 
act by their advice, because they come 
from God, and not from the preacher; 
because the slowly-matured language 
of experience and study, and those sud- 
den effusions of supernatural eloquence, 
which made Felix tremble, are alike 



the gift of the Spirit ; because the 
preacher may indeed be subject to your 
censure, but has no claim to your ap- 
plause; and is no more the source of his 
own influence than the channel which 
conveys the river below us is the spring 
of the waters which flow through it. 

One more warning I shall offer, and 
then conclude, 

God, in his infinite mercy has been 
pleased to set apart in the midst of a 
sinful world, a body of men more im- 
mediately devoted to his service, and 
engaged in watching over your spiritual 
welfare. Is there any one here (for 
there are many such in the world), who 
thinks that God demands more of his 
own ministers than he does of you— that 
they indeed must separate themselves 
from all the vanities and pollutions of 
life, but that you may cling to them a 
little— that their days and nights must 
be absorbed in religion, and you may 
steal many without sin for the service 
of Mammon and the Devil? Is there 



any one here (for again, there are many 
such elsewhere), who cry out with a 
holy indignation against the shepherds 
who neglect their flock; who never seek 
to extenuate the awful responsibility of 
our spiritual duties; who believe, if such 
a burden was cast upon them, they 
would manfully and unshrinkingly bear 
it to their graves, without a single mo- 
ment of relaxation ; who would tremble 
with horror at the sight of a flock ruined 
by the fault of their guide, and who 
know not that God has laid upon each 
of them the same weight, and the same 
office, and will reveal himself to them 
with the same terrors, if they neglect or 
abandon their charge ? The name, in- 
deed, the dress, the peculiar functions, 
are reserved to a few. We lead your 
united prayers, and rebuke you with 
a public authority ; and explain to you, 
as well as we can, the mysteries of the 
Kingdom of God. But the great scene 
of our usefulness is in your cottages; by 
your sick beds ; by the casual warnings 



which we give in secret ; by the calm- 
ness and innocence (when God enables 
us to attain them), which makes our 
lives a pattern for yours. It is this field 
— a field of infinite extent and richest 
produce — which God has laid open to 
all. And when he calls on us to bring 
before his throne the souls he placed 
under our care, he will also call upon 
you for the souls which you too have 
received, to be nursed and fitted for 
heaven. He has given you children — 
do you watch over them, as you would 
wish me to minister to you? He has 
made you masters^do you take care 
that the services of others to yourself 
may not lead them from the service 
of God ? You have the poor and igno- 
rant around you— do you ever think that 
they borrow from you the sentiments 
and conduct you assume — that if you 
scoff at religion, they will scoff" likewise : 
if you break the Sabbath in luxury and 
splendour, they will sin as deeply in the 
grossness of profligacy ; if you abandon 
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them to themselves, and do not visit 
their homes, nor interest yourselves in 
their happiness, nor instruct them in 
their duties, they will soon learn to de- 
spise themselves, as beings beneath the 
care of those, whom they naturally re- 
spect ; and upon self-contempt, a reck- 
lessness will soon follow; and upon that, 
vice ; and upon vice, misery ; and upon 
misery, civil convulsions ; and when 
once this floodgate of wretchedness and 
terror is thrown open, who shall stem 
the torrent, or who dare to look upon 
the ruin, which his own negligence has 
caused ? Let us not doubt this duty, 
or despise this source of happiness. For 
God has made us to be happy, and he 
has given us one happiness which he 
cannot share himself. It is to look up 
to Him as our Father, and feel our own 
utter helplessness; and throw ourselves 
entirely on his mercy ; and become as 
little children, in our faith, and affection, 
and hope. But he has made man in his 
own image, and has not kept from us 
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even his own and peculiar enjoyment. 
It is to minister to the wants of others — 
to relieve their distresses^to console 
their sorrows — to protect their helpless- 
ness—to guide them in their bhndness 
— to see them chnging to us as their 
best friends and guardian angels — to 
watch them ripening into good under 
our inspection and our care — to see our 
own desires and wills repeated in many 
souls which spring up around us as 
plants round a parent stalk — to know 
that God will never forsake either them 
or us ; or permit us to lead, or them to 
wander astray, if we do but keep close 
to Him — and to look forward to that 
day, when we shall meet before His seat 
of judgment; and in the midst of all 
tongues, and nations, our own children, 
our own friends, our own flock — all 
whom we have led to heaven by our 
words, our example, or our chastening, 
will seek us out with an affectionate 
gratitude, that we may bring them, as 
the talents we improved, to the face of 
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Him whose property they are. It is a 
pleasure without alloy — a power with- 
out pride, or degradation, or abuse. It 
is a reflection from heaven upon earth ; 
and that we may all walk in its light, 
dimly as it shines here, and awake to 
its full glory hereafter, may God of his 
infinite mercy grant, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
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, , . . . -..^i: 

[ok the first insertion of the name o^ Kmioi 

y WILLIAM the IV, IN THE CHURCH LITURGY.] c 

1 Kings, i, 39. And Zadok the priest took ift 
horn of oil out of the tabernacle, and anointed Soldr 
mon. And they Wew the trumpet ; and all the peq-r 
pie said, God save king Solomon. 

We are accustomed every Sabbath 
within the walls of our church, to heat: 
the same regular series of prayers^ and 
the same forms of expression, repeated 
with but little variety from one end of the 
year to the other. And when the slight*- 
est change occurs, it is curious, but very- 
painful, to observe how much more we 
are affected by such a trifle, than by the 
awful and overwhelming realities with 
which we are surrounded. Such a 
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change, one indeed not trifling, but con- 
nected with a melancholy eveut, which 
has laid the whole of this country in 
sorrow, has occurred for the first time 
during this Morning's Service. And I 
am wiUing while the impression is still 
recent, to direct your attention towards 
a subject, which is too often neglected 
and despised. I do not wish to dwell 
upon the personal character or conduct 
of our late Sovereign, for very many 
reasons. It is but a mockery to speak 
of human pride and human glory over 
a body in the hands of decay. There 
is no life or reality in that vague and 
general declamation, which would con- 
found him with other kings of the earth, 
who like him, have been brought down 
to the grave. And the innermost re- 
cesses of his heart purified, as we trust 
they were, through the agonies to which 
he was subjected, are laid open to but 
one eye, that of his God and Master. 
But we may say, and say with truth, 
that his name was very dear to us all. 
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It was mixed up with very many 
thoughts, proud indeed and glorious, 
but which the humblest Christian may 
indulge without fear. It brought back 
our minds to a time, when year after 
year God was pleased to bless our arms 
with victories over all our enemies; and 
even here, in the house of peace, and 
before the Giver of all Concord, we 
may suffer our souls to be elevated with 
these triumphs, because they were 
triumphs of good over evil, of right over 
wrong, of religion over sin and unbelief. 
We may suffer our hearts to swell with 
pride, if that pride be but chastened 
with gratitude to Him, who chose this 
country as the place from which to send 
forth his armies, and our hands to de^ 
stroy his enemies. But there are other 
thoughts, and tenderer feelings, con- 
nected with that name, which has just 
been erased from our Liturgy. It has 
been heard by us all from our child- 
hood in many and many a scene of great 
joy and happiness. It mixed itself with 



every occasion of good, or hour of re- 
joicing. It touched upon all our hearts 
and united th^m all together, though 
but for a moment, in seasons when they 
were most open to affection and grati- 
tude. And none of us, T am sure, have 
ever joined our voices in that simple and 
beautiful hymn, in which as Englishmen 
and countrymen we have often prayed 
God to bless the king who bore it, to 
save him from all his enemies, and give 
him many happy years of glory to reign 
upon his throne ; without feeling that a 
fellow- creature, whose fortunes and hap- 
piness were thus the interest of us all, 
though we never should see his face, 
was very near and very dear to our 
hearts. Perhaps even the very fact, 
that we were personally unknown to 
our king, sometimes increased our at- 
tachment to him, by making us per- 
ceive that we had no interest or selfish- 
ness in our feelings. And our pride 
was frequently flattered by the power 
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of contributing to the good of a person 
placed so far above us. 

In all probability that name will never 
again be pronounced by any one among 
us in our sacred services, or our social 
meetings. And he who bore it, is now- 
lying in his coffin, covered indeed with 
purple and fine linen, but with corrup- 
tion working beneath it, and the worm 
preying upon his flesh. We have turned 
our hearts and affections to a new name, 
and a new king. But before the re- 
mains of one, whom we so long have 
cherished and respected, are taken from 
the face of the sun, I would willingly 
ask you one question, which may ena- 
ble you to approach your present so- 
vereign not with the mere off'erings of 
your lips, and in the careless mirth of 
idleness, but with a real, a manly, and 
a Christian loyalty, which will indeed 
be a blessing and an honour upon his 
head, and upon your own hearts. 

We all know that for many weeks be- 
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fore that final stroke, which we are now 
deploring, it pleased God in his wisdom 
and goodness, to visit our late king 
with tortures greater than human na- 
ture is often called on to endure. We 
are told that the guards who watched 
round the walls of his castle heard night 
after night his groans and cries for re- 
lief, issuing out of those splendid and 
gorgeous chambers, which had so lately 
been decked out for the gratification of 
his pride, and the luxury of his court. 
We are told also, that he was compelled 
to submit to the most painful and ex- 
cruciating operations, to obtain a mo- 
mentary comfort ; and when all these 
failed, and all the skill of his subjects 
was exhausted in vain, he found his 
only consolation in the words of a mi- 
nister of religion — a minister of that 
same religion which comes to our own 
bedsides, and enters into the cottages 
of the poor and the dungeons of the 
captive; looking on us all with the same 
face of an angel, and speaking to us all 
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with the same voice of comfort. But 
we are not told that the king of this 
great country died, as we would die, in 
the arms of his brothers and kinsmen. 
He was left in his last moments to his 
servants and domestics— faithful indeed 
and attached, but yet only servants. 

And we are not told that his wealth, 
and his power, and the delicacy of his 
taste, and the elegance of his mind, 
saved him more than the meanest of his 
subjects, from the cravings of wants, 
which he might not gratify, and from all 
the foulnesses and infirmities of the flesh 
— the loathsome and humiliating suffer- 
ings of the corrupted body — which, more 
than any pains, bring us down to the 
dust, from which we sprung, and place 
us all upon the same level. From this 
awful and affecting scene I will leave 
your own hearts to draw the truths, 
which must be obvious to you all. 

But I will ask you this: If any one 
among you had possessed a medicine 
which you knew would cure your so- 
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vereign's sickness— any means of con- 
soling him in his distress — any hope of 
mitigating his sufferings, or of bringing 
them to a happy termination— is there a 
single one among us, child or man, poor 
or rich, who would not with joy and 
pleasure have sent it to his bedside? 
Is there any one among us, who would 
iook upon the possessor and refuser of 
such a mercy— upon one who could 
heal but would not — otherwise than as 
an enemy and a traitor ? I will not stop 
for your answer, for I know what it will 
be. And I will only entreat you to 
think upon the anguish of that man, 
who should have neglected, or thrown 
away, or refused his help, and when it 
was too late have woke up to the con- 
sciousness of his crime. 

Our king is now dead ; and his tor- 
tures are closed ; and his fate, either of 
happiness or misery, sealed for ever and 
ever. What is done, cannot be undone ; 
and what was neglected cannot be re- 
paired. 



Shall we venture to ask ourselves, 
each and all of us, this awful question : 
whether we have any neglect to answer 
for; whether we might have done any 
thing to assuage the sickness, and bless 
the death-bed of our king, and did it 
not? 

You will answer me, I well know, 
we could do nothing ; we had no re- 
medy ; we knew of no comfort ; we 
could not approach his bed, or minister 
to his wants. If our labour or our mo- 
ney could have profited him, we would 
have given them ; but these were use- 
less, and we could only look on upon 
his sufferings with lamentations and 
awe. I fear, even in this Christian coun- 
try, very, very few, would answer other- 
wise than in these words. But I tell 
you, and would to God these words 
could rouse one feeling of remorse, that 
they might cling to your hearts in fu- 
ture — I tell you, that poor as you were, 
distant as you were, ignorant as you 
were, you did possess one remedy, 
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■which was placed in the hands of us 
all; a remedy, which if it did not raise 
the sick man from his bed, was able 
to smooth down his pillow, and com- 
fort bis last agonies. I tell you, that 
the length and the severity of his tor- 
tures, may perhaps be attributed to us — 
that not only his anguish in this world, 
but his lot in the next nnay perhaps have 
depended on our hands. I tell it you 
boldly and broadly, because God himself 
has declared it. There was a remedy, 
and that remedy was prayer — and the 
prayer was put into your mouths, and was 
repeated Sabbath after Sabbath, and 
might have risen every morning and 
evening when you knelt down in your 
own chambers ; and we might all have 
joined with one heart, and one voice, in 
supplicating the Father of Heaven to 
have mercy upon our king; and that 
prayer, coming not from our lips, but 
our hearts, would assuredly have been 
heard and fulfilled, as most expedient 
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for him. Have we so prayed, or have 
we not ? 

1 ask it with fear and sorrow ; for my 
own heart does not acquit me more 
than yourselves, of having neglected 
thii* Christian' duty. Let us only exa- 
mine why it is a duty; and we may 
hereafter be able to enter more fet* 
velitly and rationally into those repeated 
portions of our church service, in which 
we are called on to unite our prayers 
for the king and all the royal family, 
for the magistrates and governors of the 
country, for the clergy, the parliament;, 
and all who are set in authority over us; 

Oiie reason then, why God in his 
compassion to our wants has not only 
permitted, but enjoined us to pray 
for our kings and governors, and has 
promised to listen to our prayers, is, 
that they are men like ourselves — with 
the same feelings, the same temptations, 
and the same frailties. I trust there 
are few here, who do not know the real 
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delight of looking round our own fire- 
side, or on those who sit round our 
table, and feeling that they are all 
friends whom we love and cherish, and 
who love and cherish us. And it is an 
equal, perhaps a greater joy, to look 
round upon the great family of mankind 
assembled upon earth, and to think that 
we are all the children of the same Fa- 
ther; subject to the same pains; capa- 
ble of the same joys ; and destined, 
many, very many of us, to meet again 
in another world, never to be separated 
more. But alas! we cannot easily feel 
this love for beings whom we have ne- 
ver known, who differ from our tastes 
and inclinations in many points : who 
have not wound their way into our af- 
fections by a long intercourse of love, 
or by a natural similarity of character. 
One way of learning to love even such 
persons is very simple, and very na- 
tural. It is to do them a kindness. 
And whenever you are tempted to hate 
jur neighbour, and feel that it is sinful 
e3 
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and miserable, I would recommend you, 
as a very easy remedy, to take the first 
opportunity of doing them a favour ; and, 
he assured, you will soon learn to like 
them. Now God, who made our hearts, 
and knew all the means of effecting his 
great end— our purification and happi- 
ness — has given us in his gracious pro- 
mise, the means of teaching ourselves 
to love the whole world, by giving us 
the opportunity of praying for blessings 
upon their head, and thus making our- 
selves instrumental in their happiness. 

Another reason is this : that kings, 
and governors, in the discharge of their 
duty, are very frequently obliged to 
command and enforce what is very 
painful to their subjects. We are bound 
to pay them some part of the produce 
of our labours ; to abstain from some en- 
joyments which it seems we had a right 
to indulge ; to suffer certain penalties 
for off'ences which to us appear slight. 
And this state of subjection is at times 
very painful to us all ; and we should 
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be very glad to find some means of 
soothing our anger or resentment ; and 
checking those irritable feelings which 
make up a vefy great part of human 
misery. But for this purpose there is 
nothing like prayer. If we merely pray 
that God will change the hearts of those 
who seem to persecute us, it is no small 
comfort by such an act to assure our- 
selves, that there is One above, who 
rules the hearts of princes, and can turn 
them, as he wills, to the good of his 
faithful people. And if we can but 
learn to pray for their happiness, not- 
withstanding their inflictions upon us, 
we shall soon cease to feel resentment, 
or be disturbed with the consciousness 
of injustice. We shall soon love them, 
and bear even pain at their hands witb^ 
out a murmur. 

And these seem to be the chief rea>- 
sons why God has permitted us to pray 
for others^ and especially for our go- 
vernors, that our prayen^ may be a 
comfort to ourselves, and a blessing to 
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them. For, that God will answer our 
prayers, he has solemnly assured us — 
answer them, not perhaps in the way 
which we think best, but in the way 
which really is best. And if we should 
willingly be prevailed on by the en- 
treaties of good men, and friends whom 
we love, to spare our enemies, or to 
confer favours upon any persons how- 
ever remote, we can easily imagine how 
God, after whose image we are made, 
should be willing to do the same. 

Unhappily we have gained but a lit- 
tle step in seeing the reasons for such 
prayers, unless we can bring our hearts 
to delight in praying. 

We do not pray for others, or for our- 
selves, because we do not feel the wants, 
which prayer is intended to relieve. It 
is not a separate duty, which you can 
discharge as a matter of form ; but it is 
the sign of your state of mind, and the 
necessary consequence of your feelings. 
And how shall we teach ourselves to 
feel as we ought towards our superiors 
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and princes? When we are very far 
advanced in godliness, as 1 trust we one 
day shall be, we shall learn to love 
them, and all mankind, because we are 
of the same stock ; placed in the same 
dangers; saved by the same Saviour; 
and worshippers of tlie same Lord. But 
before this Christian frame of mind is 
acquired, we may learn to love and pity 
them by observing the good which they 
do us, the pain which they suffer for 
us, the evils and miseries to which they 
are exposed for our preservation and 
benefit. 

I fear there are too many among us, 
unwilling to believe that we derive much 
good from our superiors, or they much 
pain from their condition. To tell you, 
that without some governors we should 
all be in a state of great want, and 
disorder, and misery- — that they take 
upon their own shoulders burdens which 
otherwise we must have borne — that it 
is a great blessing to be released from 
the cares and anxieties of a public life 



— that the peace and plenty which we 
generally enjoy, is, under God, the work 
of their endeavours— that they are ge- 
nerally studying to make their country 
happy and powerful— and that they 
must do this, whether in their hearts 
they care for it or no, because all eyes 
are fixed upon their conduct ; true as 
this is, I fear it would make but little 
impression upon your hearts. But let 
one who has been an eye witness speak 
to you for a moment of the pain which 
judges, and magistrates, and persons in 
power, and, above all, the ministers of 
your souls, suffer in the discharge of 
their duties; and which falls with ten- 
fold bitterness upon the supreme magis- 
trate of the country. 

We think, indeed, that power and 
honour is a great blessing. In another 
world it may be so ; but in this, it is 
great torture, and great terror. You 
see the persons placed over you solely 
in public, when their feelings are hid, 
and every thing around them full of 



splendour and dignity. But follow them 
home into their own cbambers, and you 
would see a sight which would wring 
your hearts, and make you pray for 
them indeed. You would see him on 
whom all eyes are fixed in public with 
admiration and envy, tossing on his 
bed sleepless and restless, night after 
night. You would see him in the midst 
of his family, shut up in his own 
thoughts, estranged from his children 
and his wife, making no answer to their 
caresses, or answering with sharpness 
and impatience, when they broke in 
upon his anxious meditations. You 
would watch him descending to the 
grave with a lingering disease of the 
mind — with his hair grey before its time, 
and all the cup of life drained before it 
was tasted. You would see your judges 
quitting the seat of justice and hasten- 
ing into their closets, and when the 
door was closed upon them, and but one 
eye could witness their actions, casting 
themselves down in their robes, and 
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lying upon the ground from sunrise to 
sunset without eating bread, or touch- 
ing water, while the sentence, which 
they had passed, was removing a crimi- 
nal from life. You would go into the 
council chamber of your king, and hear 
him plead for hours with his own minis- 
ters, for permission to exercise mercy; 
and be told that he must be stern and 
severe. You would look into his heart 
and feel that awful pang, at his own 
helplessness and weakness, when thou- 
sands and thousands of his subjects, 
who contribute to his glory, and address 
him as their father, come to him starv- 
ing, or in misery, and he has no bread 
to give them. 

And one sight more awful than all- — 
you would see the ministers of your 
souls, in their own closets, when the 
world is vanished from them, and they 
kneel before their Maker and Lord, to 
give him an account of their steward- 
ship. It is indeed a light and blessed 
task to minister in the house of God. 
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It is great joy to watch our fellow-crea- 
tures becoming better and happier un- 
der our care. It is pain indeed, but 
there is much pleasure mixed with it, 
to soothe the anguish of an evil con- 
science, to pray by a sick bed, or to 
console you in the hour of death. But 
there are moments and hours of agony, 
which you cannot feel — which you ne- 
ver have seen — which God only can 
know or comfort. 

It is when God demands of us in our 
solitude, the souls which he entrusted 
to our care — and we have none to give 
him. It is when his voice declares, that 
he will require your blood at our hands 
— and we know that you are dead or 
dying. It is when we return from 
His house, or your own cottages, with- 
out having wakened in your hearts a 
single feeling of your danger, or a single 
tear of repentance — when all our prayers 
have been slighted, or mocked — when 
you have slept, or turned away at our 

F 
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warnings — when all our proposals for 
your good are treated as if they came 
from enemies, as if your pastor was no- 
thing but a sharer in your property 
(false and wicked as the belief is), and 
was not rather your best and bosom 
friend, in whom you were to confide all 
your cares and sorrows; to come to him 
in all your distresses; who had no in- 
terest and no joy, but in your happiness 
in this world, and your salvation in an- 
other. When you are inclined to think 
harshly or lightly of your minister, 
when you turn away from his address, 
or refuse his advice, or grudge him that 
portion of your produce which but gives 
him, far less than his right, and takes 
from you nothing that ever was yours 
— think of these moments, and you will 
pray for him — not curse him in your 
hearts. 

One more observation, and I shall 
conchide. 

I was standing a few days since in a 



very great crowd, through which a car- 
riage was passing so carelessly, that a 
poor little child became entaDgled be- 
tween the wheels, and a single motion 
farther must have crushed it to death. 
We all saw it, but could do nothing ; 
but we all put our hands before our 
eyes, and prayed God to save it; and 
God did save it. And if an angel from 
heaven could come down, and roll away 
the veil from your hearts that you might 
see the dangers and terrors which are 
watching round the powerful and great, 
you too would put your hands before 
your eyes, and v/hile you blessed God 
for your own poverty, you would pray 
to him most fervently to save those 
whom he had made rich. It was of the 
rich man that Christ declared, it was 
easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle, than for liim to enter into 
the kingdom of God. It was the great 
city of Capernaum, which he foretold 
should be cast down to hell. It was 
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the wise and learned, whom he thft^ 
ened with many stripes. It wasri]^ 
Lazarus^ who lifted up his eyes in J»V- 
ments, and saw Abraham afar o^, jami 
prayed for a drop of cold >yater to co«l 
the tip of his tongue. 

You indeed have your trials, and yow 
temptations; but they are trials which 
bring you to God. Your want0 np^^ 
you think of a place, where there ^hftH 
be no more poverty. Your friendleg^f 
ness lifts up your heart in search, gf 
tiiat best friend, who will never forsajse 
you. Your labours are labours of ^ 
body ; and even at the plough yqu 
might worship your Saviour, and pray 
to him for assistance, as well as in this 
house. You have no great joys to bind 
you down to the earth — no overwhelwr. 
ing cares to distract your thoughts— «o. 
luxury or pomp to allure you away to 
your own. destruction. But the rich,ithe 
powerful, the great, are not so happfy.< 
^ Snares are about their path, aqd around 
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their bed. Their treasures are upon 
earth, and therewith they are content. 
They have flatterers on every side — 
thousands to speak well of them — eyes 
to bless, and ears to listen. Their la- 
bours swallow up their whole minds, 
and leave no room for God. And I 
never heard a more affecting complaint, 
than the words which once fell to me 
from the mouth of a dear and good 
friend, who was in great power, and sur- 
rounded by cares and business, and 
was upright and holy in all his actions 
— that he had no time to think of his 
soul ; that the morning, and evening, 
and midnight, came to him with the 
same distracting anxieties for the good 
and prosperity of others ; that he strove 
indeed to do God's will, but could not 
give up to his Maker that heart which 
was framed for God, and without God 
is in misery and torture. They drink 
indeed the cup of pleasure ; but it is 
full of bitterness and gall. They have ^ 
r3 
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crowns upon their heads, but crowns of 
molten fire. They have lips to praise, 
and knees to worship them. But it is 
an awful mockery of their pains, when 
they are brought down by the hand of 
sickness to the level of the brutes that 
perish. They cling indeed to their joys 
and their power, because they have no- 
thing besides. They devour them like 
the fruit which travellers speak of, 
beautiful to the touch, but ashes in the 
mouth. They dread to lose what they 
cannot enjoy, and their enjoyment ceases 
the moment it is acquired. 

They have their goods in this life — 
goods, which are not goods, but sore 
evils. And you have your evils, which 
may indeed, if you will, be as fountains 
of living water, gushing forth to your 
happiness and peace. But there is an- 
other world to come ; and a fearful 
judgment. And in that judgment, all 
those whom we have brought with us 
into sin and misery — all those whom we 
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have destroyed by our ignorance and 
.neglect— all those whom God has placed 
within the reach of our words, our ex- 
ample, or our prayers, will rise up in 
awful array before the sight of the whole 
world. You indeed — each of you — may 
well tremble to think of that moment. 
Your children, your parents, your friends, 
your kinsmen, will all be there ; and 
their blood demanded at your hands. But 
for those who have to answer for the 
souls of thousands — for the misery of 
whole countries — for the eternal con- 
dition of millions and millions of their 
fellow-creatures — what shall we do ? — 
not look on them with envy, but pity ; 
not rise up against their dispensations, 
or accuse them of hardheartedness and 
selfishness, but pray, as we are taught 
in the Bible, with all our souls, that 
God would rule their hearts while yet 
they may be saved — that He would keep 
them in His faith, and fear, and love — 
that He would give them knowledge 
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and understanding of bis word ; grace 
to execute justice ; godly wisdom ; in- 
nocency of life ; and all other hea- 
venly gifts; and finally, after this life 
would bring them to everlasting joy 
and felicity, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, 



SERMON III. 

I 

■ r 

[on a fine harvest.] 

Deut. xxviii, 12, 13. The Lord shall open unto 
thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain 
unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work 
of thine hand : and thou shalt lend unto many na- 
tions, and thou shalt not borrow. And the Lord 
shall make thee the head, and not the tail ; and t||pu 
shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath ; 
if that thou hearken imto the commandments of the 
Lord thy God, which I command thee this day, to 
observe and to do them. 

There are two seasons in the year, 
when our hearts seem peculiarly open 
to religious impressions — the opening of 
the spring, and the gradual close of au* 
tumii. Morning and infancy, evening 
and old age, are the figurative words by 
whiqh thpse seasons are generally de- 
§cr^bed. And the use of this language 
is not affected or artificial, but the na- 
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tural expression of those feelings which 
belong, with little variation, to all these 
several divisions of time, and of human 
life. The morning is full of strength, 
cheerfulness, and anticipation ; the even- 
ing quiet, pensive, and busy with recol- 
lections. Infancy playful, careless, and 
living upon hopes. Old age serious, 
and thoughtful ; and consoling itself in 
the memory of the past. And no one, 
worthy the name of a man, ever looked 
abroad upon nature, when just reviving 
in the spring, or saw in the decline of 
autumn all its promises of fruitfulness 
fulfilled as a preparation for a dreary 
winter, without feelings the same as 
these arising in his mind. ' 

It is a great blessing that God has I 
framed our hearts to receive, and given i 
us occasions for indulging them. We ■ 
should indeed be unhappy, if we could | 
pass through life without a single thing , 
to carry us back to our youth ; or for- | 
ward to our old age. And we never I 
ought to suffer the opportunities, which 



God has thus provided for resting at 
times in our career, to pass by without 
benefiting our hearts by the retrospects 
and warnings they suggest. In the 
contemplation of autumn there is some- 
thing pecuUarly calm, melancholy, and 
affecting The expectations, which have 
kept our hopes in suspense during the 
preceding months, have now been 
brought to a close. Labour has given 
way to an interval of rest. The plea- 
sures and exhilaration of summer have 
been all exhausted. We have stored 
up the bounties of God as a reserve for 
our coming wants; and have only to 
expect the gradual approach of that se- 
verer season, in which the poor and the 
rich are made most sensible of their 
infirmity as men ; and which, as if to 
compensate for the inclemency of na- 
ture without, we have all more pecu- 
liarly consecrated to social and domes- 
tic enjoyments. 

In this parish, as in many others, it 
has been usual, I understand, to select 
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tbis season as one in which with great 
propriety, and no common depth of feel- 
ing, we may meet to celebrate in com^ 
fort that holy Sacrament, which unites 
us most closely together by comme- 
morating the most affecting of God's 
universal mercies. 

When we are just come from a par- 
ticipation in one of his bounties, we are 
best prepared for appreciating others. 
When our bodies are first resting from 
ou# labours, our minds may turn with 
the purest satisfaction to those cares 
for our souls and labours of religion, 
which engage without wearying the at- 
tention ; and constitute the real Sabbath 
of our lives. And while our thoughts 
are yet busy with preparations for an 
approaching winter, we may feel more 
deeply that voice within, which bids us 
also prepare for a night in which no 
man shall work, and a winter which 
may never be relieved by a hope of re- 
turning summer. 

If at the conclusion of the harvest. 
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when you came to the Lord's table you 
ever found your minds thus affected 
— and I hope this has often been the 
case — you must feel that to-day is an 
occasion for no ordinary gratitude and 
joy. We have not indeed been com- 
manded as yet to offer up our public 
thanksgiviogs to our Father in Heaven, 
for the plenty, with which he has blessed 
us this year. But an abundance, as 
uncommou as peculiarly necessary at 
the present moment, an abundance more 
full of joy from many precedintj; scarci- 
ties, God has poured out upon all our 
crops. He has given us the rain upon 
our land in due season. He has kept 
from us the mildew, the blasting, the 
caterpillar, and the worm. He has 
permitted us to gather in our fruits, 
and has set his blessing on our store- 
houses. And if ever these mercies came 
home to our hearts, they ought deeply 
to affect us now. 

One day in the week, and one place 
amongst our habitations, should be 
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sacred from the tumults and passions of 
life, from civil discussions, and the 
quarrels of political opinion. The pulpit 
is no place for any allusions, which may 
not bring us nearer to each other and to 
God. But Christianity is the religion 
of the citizen, as well as of the man. 
And to Him, who is the great author 
and founder of all society, who has 
placed us under the rule of each other, 
bade us obey our governors, and taught 
us all to live in peace and honour- 
able submission to that authority, which 
is necessary for our existence and well- 
being, it can be no unpleasing gratitude, 
which joins with the mercy of a most 
abundant harvest, another mercy, which 
as far as human eye can see depended 
upon it — the safety and tranquillity, 
which may prevail in this country, 
while others are terrified and distracted 
with tumults, bloodshed, and war. Want, 
misery, and fear, are the chief instiga- 
tors of civil sedition. To have saved us 
from such a prospect — to have supplied 



us the means of maiiitaiuing our poorer 
bretlireii, without tempting them to 
commit a sin, which they might vainly 
attempt to palHate by the conduct 
of surrounding countries — and, what 
may also without any unworthy thought 
be coupled with these blessings, to have 
g^ven us at such a crisis a sovereign 
whom we may really love and honour — 
these are not subjects for common grati- 
tude. We may lose sight of their real 
magnitude by not seeing at once the 
miseries, from which they promise to 
protect us. But they come from God, 
and are given peculiarly to us ; and we 
may well bless Him in our hearts and with 
our voices, as Christians, as Englishmen, 
and as men. I have joined these bene- 
fits with God's blessing upon our crops, 
because it may bring home to us all 
some sentiment of gratitude ; and not 
to those only who are employed in the 
cultivation of the soil. 

By tumults and seditions all classes 
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of subjects are equally endangered and 
distressed. 

But indeed, even were this otherwise^ 
we should ill understand our own situa-^ 
tion, if however far removed from any 
immediate interest in agricultural pur-^ 
suits, we did not sympathize with the 
gratitude of the cultivator, and feel that 
his happiness was ours. 

He ministers to our common subsist-* 
ence. His produce is gathered by a 
few, but supplies the wants of all. It 
relieves the last, the lowest, the most 
horrible of human sufferings ; and whea 
** God closes up the rain, and makes the, 
heaven above our heads to be as brass,, 
and the earth beneath our feet as iron," 
but one eye — the eye that looks upon 
us all — can tell how widely that suffer- 
ing is extended. And it is no light 
misery to any human being, who feels 
like a Christian, to see any class of 
mankind disappointed in the just re- 
turns of their labour, frustrated in their 
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bopes, or reduced to poverty. It is very 
terrible to read the judgments of God, 
Id the calamities which he inflicts ; to 
believe the country, in which our aflPec- 
tions are wrapt up, subjected for its 
trial, or its sin, to the scourge of pesti- 
lence or famine. It is a gall, that em- 
bitters even the sweetest cup of our 
own prosperity, to know that others are 
starving around us — to hear of diseases 
spreading secretly and widely among 
that multitude of our fellow-christians, 
whom God tries with poverty, as he tries 
others with riches^to have a whole 
year of dreary expectation before us, 
till the seasons return again — and to feel 
that in all that time, thousands and 
thousands of human beings, good and 
holy, if not better than ourselves, as far 
from our knowledge as the possibility 
of relief — may perish in silence with fa- 
mine, longing even for the crumbs that 
fall from the rich man's table. 

I will not insult your feelings or the 
sanctity of this place, which bids us 
G 3 
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every Sabbath lay up our treasures in 
Heaven, and cast all our worldly anxiety 
on Him, who clothes the lilies and 
feeds the ravens, by speaking of your 
own selfish interest, as wound up in the 
interest of your neighbour. If the hand 
aches, the head must suffer. If any one 
part of the community is visited with 
misfortune, the others cannot escape. 
Our hearts may never melt at the sight 
of their sorrow. But God will touch 
them to the quick by bringing it home 
to ourselves. 

And now are we all prepared, rich as 
well as poor, in whatever condition of 
life, or variety of fortune we are placed, 
to come humbly and gratefully before 
our God, blessing him for this great 
mercy, which he has vouchsafed to > us 
as a nation; and praying him to keep us 
each in that way, which may make this 
not the last, but the first of his peculiar 
mercies ; and this country, our own 
beloved and happy island, to ourselves, 
to mankind, and to Him, what his 
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promise held out to Jerusalem — the 
abode of peace, the centre of civilization, 
and the sanctuary of religion ? 

Be assured that our national blessings 
can only be obtained by national virtues. 
Be assured, if we are not happy as a 
body, we cannot be happy as indivi- 
duals. Do not think that this country 
is like any other, which ever subsisted 
since the foundation of civil society. 
God has given us ten talents. And 
woe to us if we neglect them. Our 
wealth, our commerce, our government, 
our internal facilities for education and 
improvement, our immense territorial 
dominions, the purity of our religious 
system, our insulated situation, which 
secures us from the ravages of war, and 
lays open a field of communication with 
the whole world — do not think that God 
has given us these peculiar blessings 
without demanding peculiar duties; or 
designing some mighty end. We seem 
indeed to be to the present age what the 
Jews were to antiquity. And all those 
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temporal goods, which God promised to 
their obedience, He has lavished upon 
us. Let us beware of their fall. 

Three sins in particular were theirs, 
which drew on them the judgment of 
Heaven. They are very closely con- 
nected with the subject at present en- 
gaging our attention. They are espe- 
cially to be guarded against, when we 
are enjoying the mercies of Providence 
in the abundance of the fruits of the 
earth. I mean avarice, hardhearted- 
ness, and thanklesaness. 

It is a truth, too common to make any 
impression on your minds, or influence 
your conduct, but it must still be re- 
peated, that our desires increase with 
our possessions. We are never so likely 
to long for more, as when we are blest 
with much. Oae abundant harvest will 
only enlarge your expectations and 
cravings for another. And there is 
something of a gambling and specu- 
lating spirit very often encouraged by 
the uncertainty of the seasons, which. 
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as it takes ifs birth from covetousness, 
will assuredly reproduce it. 

Do not, I entreabyou, indulge it. Of 
all the temporal goods, which man de- 
sires, there is but one, which God com- 
mands us to pray for — our daily bread. 
And our daily bread, subsistence suffi- 
cient for the wants of our nature, and 
even for many artificial luxuries, which 
society has raised into necessaries, God 
will assuredly provide us, if we will but 
cast our cares on him. He only desires 
us to feel our dependence on his bounty, 
and to feel our dependence, that he may 
load us with his blessings ? But let us 
go to him for all. Let us never frame a 
wish to which we cannot give utterance 
before his throne, when we kneel down 
in prayer in the sight of the hosts of 
Heaven. Do not indulge the mean and 
paltry passion of adding field to field, or 
rick to rick, of surpassing your neigh- 
hours in some foolish and frivolous vanity, 
of obtaining the means to gratify some 
low sensuality. Are these thoughts, 
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which you dare to tell even to your 
bosom friend. He sees indeed the toil, 
and care, and wakefulness, to which 
these anxieties give birth. But you 
would blush that he should look into 
your hearts, and see the petty fancies, 
and contemptible desires, with which 
they are full. But God sees your 
labour and your hearts also— and you 
are not ashamed. And you indulge in 
his sight, as if it were a holy and a 
noble feeling, the vulgar and groveling 
ambition of rising, as it is called, in life; 
though you feel in your own hearts, that 
it is full of bitterness and care — though 
it never brings to your souls a single 
genuine comfort— a single sympathizing 
thought from your fellow-creatures — a 
single recollection or hope to cheer you 
in those awful moments, which only 
require preparation, and which only you 
never prepare for. 

There are some persons so placed in 
life, that they can take a very com- 
prehensive view of all classes of society. 
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And there is nothing so full of pain to a 
Christian, and of ridicule to a worldly 
mind, as this perpetual struggle to obtain 
some wealth, or some station, which is 
placed just beyond our reach. And 
there is one knowledge which observa- 
tion soon gives us, and which may best 
throw us back contented ou the lot, 
which we possess. We do not believe, 
when we are told, that what appears 
delightful in the distance, will turn to 
air, crashes in our hand. But we all 
from our own experience know the con- 
tempt, and satire, and ridicule, which is 
heaped by every single class upon the 
one immediately beneath it, when one 
affects to despise, and the other to 
imitate — when one assumes a con- 
temptible superiority, and the other 
condescends to as contemptible an effort 
to reach a higher level. There is no 
single station of rank, or excess of 
wealth, which is not thus the subject of 
contempt to something beyond it. We 
may shut ourselves up in our own fan- 
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cied greatness, or console ourselves 
with the low gratification of seeing 
ourselves courted by others, whose ad- 
miration itself ought only to chill and 
disgust us ; but we should indeed be 
mortified, and despise ourselves, if we 
could hear, each of us in our several 
stations, the sarcasms and mockery in 
which those indulge, who see us be- 
neath, yet striving to reach their height 
The rich look down on the poor; the 
noble on the rich ; the learned on the 
noble ; and there is one eye that looks 
down upon them all, but in pity, not in 
contempt. The eye that waits upon 
God, and God only — the man who has 
no treasures upon earth, because they 
are corruptible and paltry — who dreads, 
and never covets the applause of his 
fellow-creatures — ^who enters into their 
social circles, and joins in the business 
of this world, but with his heart far 
away in another, with those few who like 
him, are only waiting for their release 
from the earth — The man who receives 



SERMON UI. 

every blessing as coining from the hand 
of God ; who never utters a prayer for 
any thing but the purification of his own 
heart, and the happiness of others; who 
knows that God will provide for all his 
wants, and repels every rising desire, 
which would attach itself to the vanities 
of life. 

We may all be such, as this ; and to 
be such is indeed a blessing, which 
passeth all understanding. And if to 
our prayers for God's assistance we 
would add, as we must, our own ex- 
ertions to become such, there is one 
simple rule which we all may follow. 
Never think on the future. Never 
suffer your fancy to dwell on any pro- 
ject or plan of accumulation or ambition. 
Fill up your intervals from business with 
devices for obtaining heaven, not im- 
proving earth. Each day and each con- 
dition brings its duties. Discharge them 
as they arise. Prudence, and foresight, 
and calculation^ — ^let them always be 
employed as instruments under God's 
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direction, to ensure ends which God 
approves. But whenever you are not 
toiling for an object, which you may 
consecrate to Him, let the morrow take 
care of the morrow. Rest satisfied with 
the present day. Never think of en- 
larging what you already possess, unless 
you can ask God's blessing upon it, for 
a holy and innocent purpose. And then 
ask it with this reservation, if it be ex- 
pedient for you. But it is not holy, and 
not innocent, to covet more than your 
daily bread; more than the just return 
of your labour ; more than you can pos- 
sess without injuring yourselves or de- 
frauding your neighbour. 

I warned you against the sin of hard- 
heartedness. It is always coupled with 
covetousness. After three years of 
ruined harvests, and disappointed hopes, 
even our present abundance may fail to 
remove it. And there are peculiar cir- 
cumstances in the situation of the farmer, 
which may dispose him to it. He has 
constantly before him a large produce, 




of which but a portion comes to himself. 
Whatever is taken from it, seems, by a 
natural mistake, to be withdrawn from 
his own property. And the very large 
part, which is due to others, exasperates 
his feelings, and is frequently considered 
a contribution of benevolence. He has 
also many dependents, without many 
means of relieving their necessities. 
They are not very far removed from his 
own habits, and indulgences, that the 
contrast should excite his compassion. 
Although we might not expect it, those 
persons are most open to the wants of 
others who are farthest from the chance 
of experiencing them ; and the common 
intercourse of society inculcates on the 
rich a deference for the feelings of their 
neighbours, which is generally found 
wanting in the poorer. 

But God, who would not let his 
people muzzle even the ox, when it 
was treading out the corn — who per- 
petually charged them to be merciful 
to their servants, because they them- 
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selves were hired servants in the land 
of Eu^pt, will never overlook the harsh 
unfeeling treatment of those who minis- 
ter to our wants, and are, like us the chil- 
dren of God, the heirs of heaven, and 
the servants of our Saviour. If you 
seek to defraud them of their labours, 
to indulge your own covetousness by 
their privations — if you are careless of 
their temporal welfare, or indifferent to 
their religious conduct— if you turn them 
to your own advantage when they are 
young and in strength, and cast them 
off as a burden when they grow old ip 
your service — if you do not join them 
in your domestic prayers, watch over 
them as persons peculiarly liable to 
temptation, look on them as friends and 
children, and, while you demand i^ 
them that obedience and respect which 
they will pay with an overflowing mea- 
sure to your kindness, but never to your 
severity— if you know not that in the 
eye of Him who made us, the master is 
as the servant, and the servant as the 
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master — do you think that God will 
loot down from heaven, and not visit 
you with some terrible calamity? He 
swept Jerusalem from tlie face of the 
earth — will he not blot out your house 
from the habitations of men, and your 
name from the book of life ? 

God has rejoiced over you to do you 
good, and to multiply you. Let those 
also rejoice, whom He has appointed to 
be fed through your hands. The poor 
that beg at your doors, beg in the name 
of God. The pittance you spare from 
your means is lent to God. Give it to 
God, not as if it were your own, but as 
his to claim, and to receive. And be 
assured it will come back upon your 
head in increased and multiplying bless- 
ings. Your meal will not waste, your 
oil will not fail. Be not deceived ; God 
is our Father. Do we ever give pain 
to our children but for their good ? Are 
we ever wearied with pouring on them 
the fulness of our bounty, when such 
bounty can make them happy? And 
H 3 
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is there a single blessing in heaven and 
earth which God will not shed upon 
our heads, if we will but love him as 
children, and be as he comrnands : mer- 
ciful — kind — tender-hearted — giving to 
others even as He for Christ's sake has 
given to us. 

And we must be thankful to God, 
thankful not in our lips but in our 
hearts. 

The rain, we say, the season, the sun, 
have matured our harvest, and blest 
our labour; but the rain, the season, 
the sun — are these the lords of the 
world ? Do they ordain their own move- 
ments? Are they the gods we are to 
worship? Indeed, indeed, we look with 
horror on the idolatries of the heathen ; 
but we are idolaters ourselves. The 
showers fall upon our land, and we 
bless them, and not God. The blight 
spreads upon our fields, and we curse 
it in our hearts; should we dare to do 
so if we saw in it the finger of God? 
Should we blaspheme the arm of hea- 
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ven, if we saw it waving over us to 
smite or to kill 1 If a miracle suspended 
the laws of nature, we should acknow- 
ledge the Lord's doing ; but what hand 
can suspend, except that which fixed 
them. And the day of miracles is gone 
by. And God blesses us in a regular 
order, with a system of causes, under 
pre-ordained conditions. He does not 
send manna from heaven, or locusts with 
the east wind; but brings on the rain in 
due season, or withholds it without our 
perceiving. And if we do not receive 
his dispensations, as coming immediate- 
ly from Him, we had better at once 
create for ourselves another God, and 
worship nature, whatever it may be ; 
and think that our heavenly Father has 
subjected us to an iron rule of necessity 
or chance, which it requires a miracle 
to break, and which has nothing to con- 
nect us with heaven. 

We ask God's blessing upon our meals 
— Do we really believe that they are 
given us by Him ? We pray for our 
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daily bread— Do we expect that he will 
give it us ? We thank God in the care- 
lessness of our lips for the abundance 
of our harvest— Do we bring every 
sheaf into our storehouse with the same 
thanksgiving and gratitude, as if it fell 
by a miracle from heaven ? I fear not. 

And we must be thankful with joy. 
The curses of God were denounced 
upon the Jews, not because they failed 
in the gloominess and austerity of their 
worship. "They shall be upon thee, 
said the Lord, for a sign, and for a 
wonder: and upon thy seed for ever; 
because thou servest not the Lord thy 
God with joyfulness, and with gladness 
of heart, for the abundance of all things." 
And this was one of the commands, 
most solemnly imposed on them. " Also 
in the fifteenth day of the seventh 
month, when ye have gathered in the 
fruits of the land, ye shall keep a feast 
unto the Lord seven days ; and ye shall 
rejoice before the Lord your God seven 
days." 



And we must rejoice also. It is good, 
and natural, and holy to do so, if we 
will but rejoice in the Lord, and not in 
the sight of our eyes, or the lusts of 
our hearts. Let that joy and cheer- 
fulness which this season has always 
called forth, be offered up as a sacrifice 
to heaven. Let not that, which ought 
to be an act of worship, become an oc- 
casion for sin. Drunkenness is not joy; 
intemperance is not Joy; idleness and 
profligacy are not pleasures, and for that 
reason God forbids them. Do not let 
them mingle with any innocent festi- 
vities. Do not let a single thought in- 
trude upon your hearts which you can- 
not call your Maker to witness and to 
bless. 

And we must be thankful together. 

Real joy, real gratitude, is never soli- 
tary ; it has cemented many a human 
friendship, to have shared in the same 
(kiogers, and been subject to the same 
pains. Shall it be less binding to par- 
ticipate in the same blessings, and ac- 
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knowledge one hand as Ihe giver of 
them all ? And do not content yourself 
with the common and transient sym- 
pathy which springs up in the excite- 
ment of mutual congratulations. Carry 
the feeling farther into other scenes, 
and days still to come. If any petty 
rivalship has separated you from your 
neighbour, let your common prosperity 
extinguish it for ever. If you have re- 
ceived any injury from him, blot it from 
your memory now, when God himself 
has repaired it. If any quarrel or 
jealousies have arisen during the pre- 
ceding years, now when your hearts are 
full, and God is at peace with you, be 
at peace each with the other. Bury 
your animosities and prejudices with 
the anxieties which have now been re- 
lieved. Be like that God of mercy, who 
brings his rain upon the just and un- 
just; and never tries to wake us to re- 
pentance by sorrow, till he has ex- 
hausted all the measure of his bless- 
ings. 
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And lastly, we must be thankful for 
His great mercy— always — -not only now 
— not only in the moment of prosperity 
— but when God may balance it here- 
after by some stroke of suffering. The 
face which turns to Him when anguish 
is upon us, and vanishes the next mo- 
ment; the gratitude which only exists 
when comforts are still around us, are 
not worthy of a Christian, or acceptable 
to heaven. Look forward, while the 
light is on us, upon the darkness which 
may still be at hand. Prepare your- 
selves if such be the will of God (and 
be assured it can not be his will unless 
it be an occasion of good), for perhaps 
some reverse next year. Remember 
that God never smites, but for the bene- 
fit of his creatures; and submit your- 
selves to his dispensations with this most 
comfortable assurance. We are anxious, 
and thankless, and reproach the changes 
of the seasons, and make ourselves mi- 
serable with care. Why? Because we 
do not put our trust in God. Let us 
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have faith, and all will be well. And 
if another year should visit us with 
scarcity, we shall then approach the 
altar of God to partake of the bread of 
life, that bread which never fails, with 
the same humility and peace as we are 
now about to do ; looking up to Him 
in the midst of our privations, with the 
same confidence, the same gratitude, 
the same love, as a child who submits 
to the chastisement of its parent, know- 
IL ing that it is intended for his good. 



SERMON IV. 

[on the disturbances which took place in the 

WINTER OF 1830. preached ON THE FIRST SUN- 
DAY IN ADVENT.] 

t 

Romans xiii, 7. Render therefore to all their 
dues ; tribute to whom tribute is due ; custom to 
whom custom ; fear to whom fear ; honour to whom 
honour. 

It was my intention to have drawn your 
thoughts this day to the peculiar so- 
lemnity to which it is consecrated. The 
circumstances however of the country 
may perhaps justify me in addressing 
you upon a different and a painful sub- 
ject. The season of the year, whose 
approach we are now commemorating, 
is usually welcomed as a time of more 
domestic festivity to the rich, and an 
enlarged benevolence to the poor. We 
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seem brought together by closer ties, 
when we are offering our thanksgiving 
to God for his greatest mercy ; and 
those whom His Providence has placed 
far from the temptation of riches, seem 
then most entitled to our assistance, 
when we think of Him, the Lord and 
Giver of life, who was placed in a 
manger at his birth, and had not where 
to lay his head. But this year it is 
coming to us amidst anxiety and fear, 
and under feelings of melancholy gloom* 
Other countries are distracted by wars 
and rumours of wars. Our own is not 
free from turbulence and sedition. And 
although our immediate vicinity has not 
yet been visited by the midnight incen- 
diary, nor (what indeed I should be 
loth to class either in its nature or ori- 
gin with so abominable a crime), by 
the open destruction of property at the 
hands of a misguided peasantry ; it 
seems a duty imposed upon the minis- 
ters of God to exert any means they 
may possess of averting so heavy a ca- 
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lamity. With common political discus- 
sions they have little to do ; but when 
the duty of Christians as citizens and 
men is involved in any line of conduct 
— when an abandoned violation of God's 
most sacred commandments is ostenta- 
tiously displayed by many, and threat- 
ened at our very doors — when the hap- 
piness, and the lives of those, in whose 
comforts from their very situation we 
are most deeply and affectionately in- 
terested, (I mean the humble and the 
poor) are endangered by measures, to 
which worthless and profligate men are 
urging them on, the pulpit is no unfit 
place for warnings, exhortations, and 
advice. Let me candidly say, that the 
observations which I am about to make, 
are meant rather to guard against the 
possible contagion of evil example, than 
to rebuke offences committed. It is no 
little pride to ourselves, and gratifica- 
tion to all, whose good opinion can bless 
our lives, that this parish stands dis- 
tinguished for the good order, and re- 
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spectability of its inhabitants. This cha- 
racter, I think, has been formed by 
many circumstances. It has arisen part- 
ly from the number of those here resi- 
dent, who with the means of benefitting' 
their fellow-creatures, know few greater 
pleasures or duties— partly from the na- 
ture of your occupations, which do not 
bind you down to painful sedentary la- 
bour, or collect you together in masses, 
where the vice of a single individual 
may poison hundreds. Let me claim 
also for those, who preceded me, some 
share in the praise, as they shared 
largely in the labour. If there be one 
thing (indeed there can be no other) 
which renders men respectable and re- 
spected ; which gives a claim to affec- 
tion and admiration even from the king 
upon bis throne, and makes a cottage 
with it happier and nobler than a palace 
without it, it is the knowledge of our 
duty to our God, and obedience to his 
will. It is a manly, reasonable, and 
honourable sense of our religious obli- 
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gations. Wherever the Bible is read 
and the place of worship regularly at- 
tended, comfort, decency, and order, 
go hand in hand. We learn to become 
good citizens by becoming good Chris- 
tians. And there can be little tempta- 
tion to rebel against human authority, 
even in an extremity of distress, when 
we go for our daily bread to the, throne 
of our Father in heaven. 

There is no part of Christianity which 
would subject mankind to arbitrary and 
tyrannical oppression. It has no other 
object in view but human happiness, 
both political and civil. And if the 
minds of all who govern, and all who 
are governed, were thoroughly imbued 
with its spirit, there would never be 
room for that awful question, which no 
man should dare to entertain, till in the 
sight of God and heaven he has purified 
his heart from the passions and corrupt 
tions of our nature, when and on what 
grounds the authority of laws may be 
rejected. But it is needless to argue 
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upon cases, which to us do never occur. 
In this country and this age, whatever 
distress may at times press upon par- 
ticular portions of the community, there 
is one general principle carried through 
all its system, and consecrated in all its 
institutions — that the good of the ruler 
is the happiness of the people. Errors 
may be committed, differences of opi- 
nion may exist, insensibility to our mu- 
tual necessities may be found in some, 
but the foundation and end of our social 
system, is the good of those for whom 
and by whom it is formed — and an end, 
be assured, better answered in this than 
in any other country in the world, not- 
withstanding the occasional imperfec- 
tions inseparable from every thing hu- 
man. To rise in tumult and confusion 
against such a system, or any portion of 
it; to embarrass the designs of your 
rulers for your good; and spread dis- 
order over the whole of society, is 
a crime of the very deepest die — a 
crime against God — a crime against 
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your neighbour — a crime against your- 
selves. 

It is a crime against God. 

I solemnly entreat you not to admit 
into your minds a miserable delusion, 
which is not uncommon. There are 
sins, which directed against our neigh- 
bours, we judge worthy of every punish- 
ment. The same committed against 
the state, we treat with levity and in- 
dulgence ; but do not suppose, that the 
Dumber of the persons injured can di- 
minish or excuse the injury. Do not 
suppose that God, the author and 
founder of all society, by whose will 
kings reign and governments are admi- 
nistered — who has placed us all under 
laws and mutual control, because such 
laws and such control are essentially 
necessary to our well-being, and who 
destines us to fill in heaven stations for 
which we must be fitted here by habits 
of cheerful submission to reasonable au- 
thority — do not suppose that He will 
permit his ordinances and will to be in- 
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fringed by the petulance or licentious- 
ness of man, without his just and heavy 
indignation. He who sins against his 
country, sins against those instincts of 
good, which God has implanted in our 
hearts. He who disobeys the voice of 
his governors, sets at nought the com- 
mands of his Maker. We are the pro- 
perty of God as individuals — do you 
think we are less his property when 
bound up together in the forms of social 
union? Do you think that when he 
punishes an injury to one, he will over- 
look an injury to many? 

To despise the laws of your country 
is to despise the Being from whom all 
laws proceed; but violently to rise in 
defiance of them, that you may remove 
a temporary want, is to despise God in 
another way, no less hateful to hiiii. 
Who is it that presides over the world ? 
Who is it that promises to provide you 
your daily bread ? Who is it that de- 
clares He will never forsake the poor 
and hungry, if they put their trust in 
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him? Is it man, that our clamour 
should be raised against the human mi- 
nisters of power ? Or is it God, who 
turns the heart of princes and go- 
vernors, and who will find a way for 
our relief by good and peaceful means, 
if we give ourselves up to his protec- 
tion ? Remember that when we attempt 
to gain a living, or provide for our ne- 
cessities by any other means than ho- 
nest legitimate industry, we cast off 
our dependence upon God, and He will 
cast off us. Let us throw ourselves 
upon his mercy, and He, who with a 
few loaves and two small fishes fed 
thousands of his disciples, will prevent 
our meat and oil from wasting even in 
the time of famine. But reject Him — 
abandon your allegiance — trust to your 
own blind and wilful violence — and He 
will give you up to the consequences of 
your lamentable folly. What those con- 
sequences are I will presently explain. 
I said that tumultuous conduct was 
also a crime against your neighbour. 
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It is a very obvious truth. But in this, 
as in some other cases, we do not see 
the sin in its fullest extent, because the 
injury is spread over a wide surface, 
and seems, only seems, to be lost in the 
number of those whom it affects. For 
I do not speak of the immediate loss 
of property sometimes consequent upon 
riotous assemblages. I am thinking of 
the anxiety and alarm, the insecurity 
and comfortless feeling, which arises in 
the minds of all, when a spirit of law- 
lessness and violence is abroad in the 
world. It shakes the stability of pro- 
perty, it destroys domestic happiness ; 
even its rumour and apprehension is 
fatal to the prosperity of numbers ; and 
it poisons our peace by the fear not 
more of any ultimate evil, which a mere 
popular confusion can bring upon our- 
selves, than of the dreadful alternative, 
the last melancholy remedy, to which 
in justice to all God permits us to re- 
sort, when nothing but a collision pf 
force, perhaps bloodshed itself, can check 



the madness of sedition and profligacy. 
Do not think that crime light, or that 
injury venial, which by perhaps merely 
an accidental or thoughtless associa- 
tion with discontented men brings upon 
those, who are appointed to watch over 
the peace of the state, even the bare 
risk of shedding the blood of their fel- 
low-creatures, or sending to another 
world with the full weight of unrepented 
sin lying on his head, any single un- 
happy individual engaged in an illegal 
assembly. 

But let me also assure you, what 
perhaps you are least likely to perceive, 
that as you sin against your neighbours 
so you also sin against yourselves — 
against your own interests and your 
own happiness. I will not speak of 
that shame and remorse which follow 
every act of wrong, whether public or 
private. I say nothing of the contempt 
which we excite by pursuing our ends, 
not like wise and reasoning men with 
moderation and calmness ; but like 
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foolish, idle boys, by violence and mis- 
chief. Let me ask if such means are 
likely to attain our end. Can we sup- 
pose that the laws of our country are so 
weak as to be overthrown with im- 
punity by the very least influential of its 
subjects? Can we believe that the 
community at large, all those who have 
a -reverence for order, and property to 
protect — though taken perhaps by sur- 
prise in a moment of sudden turbulence, 
will now, when warning has been given 
by the conduct of others, not rise unani- 
mously to inflict on you a full and de- 
served retribution for breaking in upon 
the peace of society. Do you, I am 
speaking to those only, the few who 
may possibly be exposed to the solicita- 
tions of disorderly men — do you expect 
to force, not upon individuals, not upon 
any one class alone, but upon the coun- 
try at large, all equally interested in the 
punishment of aggressions, your own 
crude and ignorant schemes for the im- 
provement of your condition ? Be as- 
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sured, these are not times when one half 
of the community can be arrayed against 
the other by the agitation of such a 
question. You will find no one to join 
you, who can bring you either counte- 
naoce or respectability. There are 
limits to your number : and those limits 
very narrow. You are living each of 
you under the eye and observation of 
those, who, while your character is re- 
spected, are anxious to benefit and serve 
you ; but who mark and can fix in a 
moment upon any deviation from good 
conduct ; and by whom when once 
abandoned, and given up to the severity 
of justice, you have no friends remaining 
upon earth. And do not imagine, I 
entreat you, however hard your con- 
dition, that those, to whom God has en- 
trusted your government, or those who 
as private individuals, seem, and in very 
many cases only seem, richer than 
ypurseif, while in reality their wants are 
as great, take no interest in your wel- 
fare, or feel no anxiety to redress your 
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grievances, when mildly and reason- 
ably represented. You are not the only 
persons in distress, or the only persons 
to be relieved. This I will indeed say, 
that in the estimation of the public, and 
your rulers, you are the first persons to 
be considered — the first, because with all 
the clamour made sometimes against 
the partiality of laws, although they 
cannot effect every thing, they watch 
with most interest and care over the 
comforts of the poor. And if there be 
one question at the present moment 
more anxiously engaging than another 
the attention of the wisest and greatest 
men in the state ; if there be one con- 
sideration pressing with peculiar weight 
upon the minds of all, to whom God has 
entrusted the dispensation of riches, it 
is the means of rendering your con- 
dition more comfortable, more happy, 
and more independent. But the very 
moment you forfeit their esteem, and 
your own respectability, that moment 
prepare for their neglect, and with their 
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neglect, for your own inevitable ruin. 
The distress under which some of you 
are labouring at present is the result of 
many and various causes. It cannot be 
remedied in an instant, or without slow 
and mature consideration. But if vio- 
lence of any kind be adopted, plans of 
prudence must be obstructed : slow 
measures for your good must be rejected 
for rapid visitations upon your crimes. 
You must remain peaceful, and patient 
under trials brought on indeed in the 
common order of things by remote and 
unavoidable circumstances, but sent in 
reality by God to prove your faith in 
him, and the stability of your goodness, 
just as he proves some by sickness, and 
others by wealth. Look upon your 
privations as coming from God, and 
intended for this purpose, and you will 
submit to them humbly and gratefully. 
You will not preclude yourselves from 
taking every step which his sanction 
warrants for alleviating your wants. 
But you will take no other. First, 
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prayer, the prayer of faith, or confidence 
in his fatherly care — Then the quiet 
and rational representation of your 
wishes to those who are placed at your 
head — Then the honest industry, which 
God will assuredly bless, and provide 
opportunities for its exercise, if you do 
but ask them of Him. These are means 
which cannot fail. For God cannot turn 
away his ears from your prayers. Your 
rulers will listen with respect to re- 
quests urged with moderation, Your 
industry must be rewarded when regu- 
larly and legally exerted. But recur to 
violence, tumult, destruction of the 
property of others — and that moment 
the face of God will be turned from you, 
or he will look on you solely to trouble 
you — that moment you prevent your 
rulers from the possibility of complying 
with your requests, because that which 
they would willingly concede to justice, 
or kindness, they cannot, and will not, 
permit to be extorted by the semblance 
of a threat. And the field for your 



industry is then destroyed. When you 
are stamped with the brand of public 
disgrace, who will entrust his property 
or his labour to your hands ? When 
you are marked out by the laws as an 
ill-disposed turbulent person, or as even 
worse, a robber, though in company 
with others, who will stretch out their 
hands to relieve you, or take any inter- 
est in your suffering? I say nothing of 
the end, the frightful end, which must 
inevitably await the criminal disturbers 
of the public tranquillity at a moment 
like the present. A solitary casual act 
of tumult may be treated at times with 
indulgence. But when riots spread 
widely over a country ; when they ex- 
tend to the violation of property, and 
wear the aspect of conspiracy, be as- 
sured the laws thus insulted will take a 
terrible vengeance upon the heads of 
the guilty. God forbid, that the life of 
any one of you entrusted to my care, 
should be terminated in that awful man- 
ner, which leaves the memory of a 
K 3 



human being an infamy to his name, 
and a terror to the wicked. But do not 
think the arm of justice will be defeated 
in its purpose, or that its purpose will 
be light, when society requires its pro- 
tection. In a few days many unhappy 
beings, not far from hence, will expiate 
with their lives those acts of violence to 
which men careless of your fate, and 
only selfishly anxious for their own bad 
purposes, may perhaps urge you. Be 
warned by their end. 

I have said to those few among 
you, who are liable to be drawn within 
the in6uence of the existing discon- 
tent, all that the sanctity of this place 
will permit. Remember that our light 
afflictions, which are but for a mo- 
ment, work for us a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory. Re- 
member that they are sent by God, 
and by God only can be remedied. Re- 
member that they are shared, though 
perhaps in a diflerent way, by every 
class of mankind — by the rich as well 



as the poor. Think that you have a 
friend in Heaven, to hear and relieve 
your distresses. And be assured that, 
if in the eyes of God and man there be 
one sight more noble than another, it is 
the struggle of an honest mind to bear 
up against the sufferings of poverty — its 
patient resignation, its quiet hope, its 
fervent faith, its sure and everlasting 
reward both here and hereafter. And 
that you may feel yourselves the truth 
of all I have stated- — if any, more aban- 
doned than yourselves, should urge you 
to join them in their lawless actions, ask 
them their hopes of success, the ob- 
ject of their violence, how it wilt remedy 
your distress, how they will screen you 
from punishment? And look narrowly 
to their character. See if they are the 
men whom you can respect and admire. 
Are they honest, industrious, sober, and 
educated — or idle, profligate, drunken, 
and ignorant? Are they likely to sacri- 
fice themselves for your advantages, or 
will they be the first to abandon you, to 



4 



SERMON IV. 

betray you to the laws, if by so doing 
they can save their own heads. And 
then think to whose advice you would 
most willingly confide, theirs, such as 
they are, or your masters, your friends 
among the rich, your ministers, whose 
happiness it is to contribute to your 
welfare and comfort. 

Let me conclude with a very few 
words to the great bulk of this congre- 
gation, to whom what I have said 
already is in no degree applicable. 
What is the line of conduct which as 
Christians we are bound to pursue in 
the present time ? The first question is 
this: Can we severally or collectively, 
assist in preventing a few misguided 
men from committing a crime, and 
saving many others from the necessity 
of punishing it ? If we can, in the sight 
of God we are bound not to remain in- 
active. The precise method for open 
prevention it is for the laws to appoint. 
But in our private capacity, by our in- 
fluence with our neighbours, by example 
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and advice, by admonitions to those 
whom we may control, by discoun- 
tenancing those whose conduct is turbu- 
lent, and relieving, as far as we can, the 
honest, industrious peasant^above all, 
by taking, in the happiness of the poor, 
an active and friendly interest, we may 
perhaps, by God's blessing, exclude 
from our own vicinity that wicked and 
turbulent spirit which can only recoil 
upon itself, and increase instead of mi- 
tigating distress. " Blessed are the 
peace-makers, for they shall be called 
the children of God." And the peace 
which we have to maintain is not be- 
tween bitter foes, or men of different 
blood, but between countrymen and 
friends ; sharers in the same soil, the 
same civil privileges, the same religious 
blessings. If brother rises against 
brother, where are we to look for con- 
cord? If the relief of one Englishman 
is to be procured solely by the injury of 
another, is there not some strange per- 
version in the order of Nature ? But 
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indeed it is not so. God has not so 
constructed the system of the world, 
that violence and evil are requisite to 
bring about good. We must submit 
ourselves to his dispensations; throw 
ourselves upon his mercy ; cast all our 
cares upon Him, for He careth for us ; 
exert some their bodily powers, others 
the faculties of the mind in one common 
cause, the prosperity of our common 
country; look upon each other not with 
envy or jealousy, not with coldness or 
neglect ; but as fellow-men, fellow- 
citizens, fellow-christians. And the God, 
whose Spirit is full of peace, and meek* 
ness, and long-suffering, and charity, 
keep us in his way, and fill us with all 
honesty, sobriety, patience, mercy, and 
love, through Him who died to save us 
all alike, even Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
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I. Peter, iii, 8. Finally, be ye all of one mind, 
having compassion one of another ; love as brethren, 
be pitiful, be courteous. 

There is one subject from which 
hitkerto I have anxiously abstained in 
this place ; the conduct and feelings, 
which as Christians, we ought to adopt 
towards those of our brethren, who dis- 
sent from our own Established Church. 
One great and inestimable blessing 
which we derive from the Sabbath day, 
and from coming to the house of God, is, 
that in this house the strifes and pas- 
sions of the world are lost in the 
presence of our Maker. Before the 
majesty of His presence our petty quar- 
rels seem contemptible and degrading. 
When asking for His pardon we may 
well pardon others ourselves. And 
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whea kneeling together before Him we 
feel the peace and blessedness of con- 
cord, our hearts cannot but reject with 
repugnance every thought of irritation 
or dissension. For these reasons, and 
no others ; because the fruit of righte- 
ousness is sown in peace of thein that 
make peace, and the wisdom from above 
is pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to be 
entreated, full of mercy, and good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypo- 
crisy — because any diiference of opinion 
excites some jealousy or censure ; and 
all jealousy and censure is painful to a 
Christian mind ; especially in the imme- 
diate presence of Christ; it is for these 
reasons, and no others, that I have 
scarcely ever reminded you from this 
place, that the house of God is divided 
within itself. 

A wrong construction has been put 
upon this silence, and to prevent any 
such mistake in future let us to-day 
consider the duty under which we are 
bound to maintain our own Established 
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Church; and the consequences which 
must follow from neglecting it. 

By a church is meant, not as some 
perhaps among us suppose, those per- 
sons only who frequent those places of 
worship which are peculiarly so called — 
not a mere building of wood and stone ; 
but any body of Christian men, agreeing 
in the faith of the Gospel, and bound 
together by participation in its sacra- 
ments; or, to use the exact words 
employed in our Articles of Religion — 
The visible church of Christ is a con- 
gregation of faithful men, in the which 
the pure word of God is preached, and 
the sacraments be duly administered in 
all those things, that of necessity are 
requisite to the same. 

Now if we belong to such a church is 
a question of infinite importance ; for it 
is no less than an inquiry, if our names 
are written in the book of life, if we 
have any part in the merits of our Sa- 
viour, if we are included in the kingdom 
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of God upon earth, and if we have any 
hopes of salvation in heaven. 

Knowing as we do the enonnous in- 
fluence of mere words upon the huitaa 
mind, we cannot be surprised, if among: 
those who belong to the same society 
and communion with ourselves, thi& in*^ 
quiry should appear superfluous ; and 
we should aJl rest contented in theas^ 
surance that we belong to the church of 
Christ, because we are members; of tte 
only church, of which in this country 
we are likely to hear. But whethrer or 
no the Church of England is the church 
of Christ, must depend on something 
very different from the mere aceidentiil 
employment of a word. We must settrdh 
the Bible, and compare it with our^dnri 
creed. We must collect all those thiogs 
which it declares to be necessary to sid^ 
vation, and see if they are all comprised 
within our own professions and ob- 
servances. And such a candid, honest, 
scrupulous, and anxious inquiry we each 



of us owe to the magnitude of the sub- 
ject, and the awfulness of the end at 
stake. How far eveu the adoption of 
right principles, and adherence to a true 
church will entitle us to God's favour, if 
this adoption and adherence be the re- 
sult of chance, negligence, and indiffer- 
ence, of some accident of birth rather 
than deliberate choice, or of some bad 
feeling instead of a Christian anxiety 
for truth, it is not for us to say. But 
for all those who possess time, and 
understanding sufficient for such an ex- 
amination, it must be a serious consider- 
ation, how far they have yet made it, 
and how far they can reconcile it to 
their conscience and their hopes, to con- 
tinue blindly and implicitly in a path, of 
the end of which they know nothing, 
except from the information of others. 

No man however in the present day 
can look round upon the state of the 
Christian world, and the general con- 
dition of mankind, without perceiving, 
that of the innumerable followers of the 
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innumerable sects which distract mb, 
but a small, a very small portion caii 
ever seriously have weighed and reason-r 
ed upon the principles which they pi'o-^ 
fess. With any such deliberate coiir' 
sideration there must have gone hand ii^ 
hand, a deeper and more heartfelt sems^ 
of religious obligation than exists among 
us — there must have been a stronger 
and more devoted attachment to the 
standard, which we severally foUowed-r? 
there never could have arisen such vari- 
ous absurdities and differences — and 
never have prevailed such laxity of sea- 
timent, and easiness of change. A^ 
to pave the way for such inquiries the 
world must for a time be deprived of it3 
cares and anxieties. The necessity of, 
continual toil must be removed from the 
poor. Instruction must be diffused and 
extended more widely even than at pre-^ 
sent. And nature must give to all men 
alike those capacities for reasoning, com- 
paring, and sifting the truth, which are 
as rare as they are necessary. So few 
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indeed are now able to think and judge 
properly for themselves, that perhaps it 
is better for their own peace and the 
happiness of maukind, that they should 
be guided by their heart, rather than 
their head ; by an honest straightforward 
wish and endeavour to do right, instead 
of a difficult search through a labyrinth 
of difficulties ; and by all those good 
feelings of our nature, which none can 
mistake, and none make unacceptable 
to God ; and which are often and ofteo, 
perhaps always and every where, our 
best and surest guide to truth, to duty, 
and to interest. 

Those who can and may reason for 
themselves are bound at the risk of their 
own souls so to do. But for the thou- 
sands, who cannot, and the tens of thou- 
sands who will not, when they find 
themselves on their entrance into life 
pledged to a society and communion, 
into which they were admitted as in- 
fants, and surrounded by so many 
parties, each of them alluring them to 



114 SERMON V. 

its side, what principles of conduct may 
be laid down with at least a probability 
of preserving their peace with God ? 

The first consideration is this : That 
the subject is, at the least, one of a most 
grave and awful nature; that when. we 
deliberate on our profession as Chris- 
tians, we are not treating of a light and 
easy step, to be made without thought, 
and recalled without hesitation— that 
when we find ourselves united to a so- 
ciety (and I am speaking now of all 
those who are born into any sect or 
party, as well of those which dissent 
from us, as of our own established com- 
munion), to a society which professes to 
be formed by God himself, with Jesus 
Christ at the head, with his immediate 
Apostles for its first founders, and a book 
stamped with all the awful testimonies 
of heaven for its record, and its charter; 
to break such a tie, to abandon such an 
institution, to trifle even with the sem- 
blance and the name of such an au- 
thority, must be something not lightly 
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to be undertaken. And we must include 
under this solemn warning every one 
alike, to whatever branch of the great 
Christian tree he may belong, because 
every sect, however absurd or however 
unchristian in reality, must at least pro- 
fess to be true, must claim God for its 
founder, must bring the commands of 
the Apostles to justify their conduct, 
must rest their faith and their practice 
upon the sanction of the Bible. We 
assert this for ourselves — they must as- 
sert it for themselves — for they never 
could acknowledge to be error, what 
they profess to believe ; and they never 
could pretend to be Christians without 
assuming all the badges of Christianity. 
Every man whatever admitted in his 
ignorance and infancy into any division 
of Christians, must find himself, when 
his reason is matured, precisely in the 
same situation with regard to the au- 
thority which he has obeyed, and the 
responsibility of the line which he 
adopts. And let it not be said, that 
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we thus bind men to a continuance m 
errors which they should hasten to disH^ 
card. Let it not be supposed that by^ 
impressing as deeply as possible thd^ 
duty of adherence to a sect, till we am 
thoroughly convinced of its errors, we > 
diminish the chances of conversidn. 
God forbid that we should not give t6 
others what we claim for ourselves ; that 
we should be willing to detach others 
from the societies which dissent from ui ' 
by light and frivolous motives, while we 
permit none to quit our own side except 
from the dictates of conscience and of 
reason. Would to God that we could 
persuade all men of the value of their 
souls, and the awfulness (rf every thought 
and action which concerns them. Would 
to God that religion were thus made a 
weight upon our hearts to press down^ 
every idle movement, and every frivolous 
passion; and if we did lose some con*- 
verts, converts by folly or wickedness, 
W!B should save thousands of our own ; 
we should prevent that levity and fickle- 
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ness, which every day is dividing us more 
and more ; and we should ensure such 
aprofound feeling of religious obligation, 
as would soon bring us all to holiness, 
and render the truth triumphant, by 
promoting its sober investigation. 

Acting then with his conscience at 
rest, with that solemn and anxious 
meditation, which becomes us in the 
presence of God, and in the concerns of 
eternity, let any man who feels dis- 
posed to desert his present profession, 
and attach himself to any other society 
of Christians, consider honestly and se- 
riously what is his motive to the 
change. 

This motive, to be in any degree such 
as to justify a change must be one out 
of three. Every religious body neces- 
sarily implies an union of men in three 
several points. First in the articles of 
their faith; secondly in their form of 
internal government; thirdly in the 
rights, ceremonies, and institutions by 
which their assemblies are regulated. 
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Of these three things it is needless to 
say that the first is all in all. God hM 
not given to us as to the Jews^ that'is 
with the same minuteness, precision, 
and sanctions, commands for the govern- 
ment of our Church. Christ indeed^ at 
any rate his Apostles, instituted three 
orders of the priesthood to which we 
still conform, and appointed bishops, 
priests, and deacons, as we appoint 
them now. And there is something in 
such a system so conformable to our 
reason, so agreeable to the end of Chris* 
tianity, and so suited to the circumr* 
stances of the country in which we Hve, 
that that man must ill understand hu- 
man nature or society who would wish 
to overturn it. But without bishops, 
priests, and deacons, men may still be 
Christians. Varying as our forms <rf 
political union are at the present day* 
and closely connected as religion must 
always be with the state, the Bible 
seems purposely to have left mankind 
soma latitude in moulding their own 
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government. And though the man 
who reverences every thing which bears 
the sanction of Christ and his Apostles, 
must be anxious to adhere to their judg- 
ment and their institutions in every 
things circumstances may possibly arise 
(in this country they have not yet 
arisen) in which some kind of palliation 
and excuse may be offered for depart- 
ing in this point from the plain hints 
and suggestions of the Bible. The 
mode^ in which we are governed as 
Ghrislians, is not a point necessary to 
salvation. 

- Neither is it necessary to salvation, 
near a) peculiar badge of Christianity, to 
meet together in certain places to the 
azplusion of others : to repeat one par* 
ticular form of words, or observe any 
fixed order, ceremony, or language, in 
oor piublic worship. But we do appoint 
certain places for the exercise of devo- 
tion, because we thus give dignity to 
mligion^ and permanence to our religious 
ioipressions. We do repeat particular 
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forms of words, because the object of 
social worship is to unite us all together 
in the presence of God, as sharers iu 
the same hopes, objects of the same 
bounty, subject to the same infirmities. 
Without something to bring all our 
thoughts and feelings to the same point 
at the same time, our prayers in the 
Church would be like our prayers in 
the closet ; there would be no sense of 
sympathy, and union, and no principle 
of love to cement us together. And we 
do employ a fixed order and variety of 
ceremonies, simple as they are, because, 
without such order, and such cere- 
monies, confusion must take place. 
— that quietude and repose which, 
gives our hearts full vent, and leaves 
our thoughts free to turn themselves, 
wholly to God, would be distracted and 
disturbed ; and no opportunity would 
be given for relieving our minds by an 
occasional change, or bringing back our. 
wandering thoughts by something which, 
may correct the attention. And the. 



places, the forms, the order, the cere- 
monies, the very words, which we have 
selected, the wisest and best of men, 
who died in behalf of that church, which 
they purified from corruption, drew up 
not merely from their own fancy or 
their own reason, but from the customs, 
and traditions, and records, which have 
come down to us uninjured since the 
time of the Apostles. They went, when 
called upon of old to frame for us our 
ordinances and services, to the Bible, 
for the spirit of decency, sobriety, and 
feeling, which was to hallow such a 
solemn work. They went to the mar- 
tyrs, and fathers of our faith— to the 
immediate followers of the immediate 
followers of our Lord for their instruc- 
tions and advice- — to all that was vener- 
able in antiquity and consecrated by 
the holiest religion for the forms, which 
they transcribed, and which we have 
still preserved. Something may per- 
haps be changed — some parts may re- 
quire improvement or additions — but 
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our Prayer-book, next to our Bible, 
is the work, whicli human reason, and 
the human heart, may be proudest 
of giving to mankind. No man can 
look to the labour of those great and 
good men, who composed it, or to the 
spirit which fills it throughout, without 
being awed into admiration by the 
depth of sincerity, the simple purity of 
feeling, the soundness, prudence, rever- 
ence, and devotion, in which it is com- 
posed. No rashness, no enthusiasm, 
no violence, no coldness, no attempt to 
dazzle our fancy, or strain our devotion. 
All that is soothing and quieting — and 
all that is animated and fervent con- 
tained in the same words, and formed 
by the same men. They took the Bible 
in their hands ; and by the same assist- 
ance which inspired the Bible they 
produced the Prayer-book. And yet 
the Prayer-book is not necessary to 
salvation. We may discard it, and still 
remain Christians. 

Does it then follow, that because 



our form of church government and the 
ceremonial part of our worship, are 
thus inferior in importance to the faith 
and the practice of Christianity, we 
may abandon them whenever they of- 
fend us? Certainly not: that they 
are of inferior importance is precisely 
the reason for not making them the 
grounds for any such step. It is a 
reason why we may live in perfect 
amity with men, who differ from us 
only in these, but a reason also, why we 
should not run the risk of separating 
from our own faith, and creating a schism 
in the church, solely on account of 
these. The belief of men in general is 
just the reverse. They think that a 
continuance of dissent in trifles justifies 
our enmity ; and at the same time ren- 
ders a change of party of no conse- 
quence or danger. And we must again 
make the distinction between those 
who continue from their birth within 
the pale of a particular communion, 
and those who lightly and wantonly 
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fprsake one to join anptbi&i?. That "i^ifhii^ 
makes the excuse of the formefr; is -^p 
condemqatiou of the latter.,. Anid^tb/f 
same consideration that ceremo&lei^ ^^ 
of little consequence, whilp it. xp^^j 
justify the adherence of others, to thgiiif 
own side, prohibits us frosa thougl)|p 
lessly abandoning our own. . . >.><, 

But if forms and ceremonips are. 
unimportant, what is it wihiclxK 
rightly give us grounds op sober> .^^ 
serious deliberation to depart from^ \l^ 
congregation to which we beV>ng,?f{ ')^ 
need not say that it is some gr^me fjff^ 
essential article of faith — some.igr^wd 
fundamental point of doc trine,. ;pi vi^j§)l^ 
the truths of Christianity are invQlvj^ 
and our own salvation at stak€r4 M^ififfi 
reviewing that belief, which ev^ry.pq^ie^ 
of Christians demands of itsj^^m^e^ 
we find any with which we canqo^ <ioi}»rj 
ply ; any which seems liable to d^iifa^ 
any which is at variance with .God)|. 
word, we are permitted — we are calliBiftt 
on — we are bound- — npt, r^menpibfEit^* 
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rashly and carelessly to quit our post, 
and side with any other party, whose 
tenets may agree better with our fancy, 
or our taste — not instantly to commit an 
action, which on its face bears the sem- 
blance of a sin ; but cooly, impartially, 
and deliberately, to adopt those means 
of discovering the truth, which our own 
reason, and the experience of mankind, 
and the light of the Gospel, and the 
inspiration of God's Holy Spirit, never 
fail to supply to us all, if we seek them 
in honesty and truth. Prayer — earnest 
and anxious prayer, that God would 
enlighten us ; the diligent study of his 
word, the advice of those whom we 
respect, the meditation of our own 
hearts, the instruction of our teachers, 
the reading of good books, above all, 
the cleansing of our hearts from every 
evil motive and unholy passion, that 
we may not be misled by sin under the 
disguise of reason ; and the purifying of 
that conscience which is a better guide 
to truth, and light to our path, than all 
M 3 
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the wisdom of the world, and all the 
calculations of philosophy— if we em- 
ploy these means which are within the 
reach of all, God himself has promised 
us that he will lead us into all truth; 
that if we keep his commandments, we 
shall know of his words ; that if we 
strive to do right, he will save us from 
error. And if without these means in a 
spirit of pride, or obstinacy, or blind- 
ness, or caprice, we choose to break 
the chain by which we find ourseWes 
bound, our blood must rest on our own; 
heads. Whether or not any humwi 
being, acting as a Christian should do in 
a work of such awful importance, could 
abandon the pale of our own established 
church, it is not for me to say. Every 
minister of every sect would necessarily 
be prepared to say the same of his own 
doctrine and profession ; or he would 
abandon it hims^f. And it is not our 
assertion by which you are to be led,, 
but your own observation of the truth. 
I cannot bring all the observations 
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which it is necessary to make within 
our present time, and must therefore 
reserve what remains to be said until 
another opportunity. 

God grant that we may all be filled 
with a sense of their infinite import- 
ance ; with a spirit not of prejudice, 
obstinacy, and bigotry, but of a warm 
and honest attachment to truth and the 
word of God ; to the religion which has 
grown up beneath the shelter of all our 
free and happy institutions — to the 
place which brought us as children to 
offer our first prayers to the Great 
Father of us all— to the ministers, whom 
our forefathers provided should live 
among us as our instructors and friends; 
not compelled to depend upon our 
caprice, or permitted to charge them- 
selves with our souls till prepared for 
it by diligence and learning— to those 
holy and beautiful rites, with which we 
were admitted into the fellowship of 
Christ's church, and all the knowledge 
of the Gospel — to all that is sound in 
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doctrine, fervent in piety, honest in in- 
tention, dignified by the wisdom of 
antiquity, hallowed by the hands of 
saints and martyrs> and consecrated 
to our own hearts by all the best feel- 
ings which sanctify our nature. 
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I Petee, iii, 8. Finally, be ye all of one mmd, 
having compassion one of another, love as brethren, 
be pitifiil, be courteous. 

We considered last Sunday the nature 
of the only motive which can by any 
possibility justify a Christian in depart- 
ing from the congregation into which 
he was introduced at his birth. This 
motive every sound thinking man will 
acknowledge to be a grave, deliberate, 
conscientious conviction, founded upon 
an anxious inquiry into the truth and 
spirit of the Bible, that some great 
article of faith, which he is called on to 
profess, is contrary to the written word 
of God* To quit a society of Christians, 
because a diflferent internal government 
may please us, is an act of folly like that 
ef a person who would banish himself 



from his native country, ignorant if in 
any other he can find such security for 
happiness, and indifferent to all the ties 
which should bind us to our fellow-men. 
But it is an act of even greater folly, 
and greater wickedness, because the 
step is not a mere change of place and 
obligation, but involves the safety of his 
own soul — -and because we cannot quit 
our own communion, without adding to 
the number of its opponents. We not 
only abandon our natural friends, but 
enrol ourselves in the list of their ene- 
mies. We not only desert our cause, 
but become traitors to it, and persecu- 
tors. And what is this cause ? Not 
merely, be assured, the temporal, earthly 
welfare of any particular society — not 
merely the support of a party in the en- 
joyment of its present advantages — but 
the maintenance of peace and concord 
within the bosom of the great Christian 
family upon earth— the prevention of 
divisions in opinion, as well as of divi- 
sions in forms — the exclusion of doc- 



SERMON VI. 



131 



trines and practices — not only those, 
which err in outward acts, but those 
which touch on our salvation. It is a 
most false and mischievous belief, which 
would transfer to the ministers of our 
estahlished religion the same feelings 
and motives, which influence the leaders 
and members of parties in the business 
of the world. As if their only object 
was to maintain their superiority, or in- 
crease the number of their adherents, 
or prevent the diminution of their own 
ioiluence. Their object is indeed to 
maintain their party— but because they 
believe any other to be mischievous to 
the interests of mankind. Their wish 
is, indeed, to obtain converts, but that 
souls may be won to God, not followers 
reduced to a faction. Their efforts are 
indeed directed to prevent the diminu- 
tion of their power, but because every 
such diminution they think inconsistent 
with the end for which religion was 
given to mankind— our happiness as in- 
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dividuals, our concord as members of 
society. 

For consider for a moment the evil of 
permitting men thoughtlessly and rashly 
to separate from their religious commu- 
nion and tamper with the most solemn 
of all obligations and ties, as they would 
with some common connection in the 
ordinary affairs of the world. To say 
nothing of the indifference, which it ma- 
nifests to the most serious and awful 
considerations ; nothing of the spirit of 
trifling, with which it mocks the pre- 
sence of God ; nothing of the errors 
which may follow, or the risk which it 
necessarily incurs : why is schism a mis- 
chief, and consequently why is it a sin 
as regards mankind and Christianity in 
general ? For we are not now arguing 
the question, whether the Church of 
England be right, or the Church of Rome) 
or any body of dissenters, in their creed 
and their practice. We are supposing 
the differences to be unimportant with 
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reference to our hopes of immortality ; or J 

at least to form no part in the motives, ^^^| 

which infiuence a separation from any ^^^| 

one of them. If they were all, as some ^^H 

men vainly imagine, equal in the sight 1 

of God — if, as those, who will not be I 

Christians, profess to believe, the Jew, I 

the Turk, the Idolater, the Christian, the I 

Catholic, the Protestant, and all the va- ■ 

rious denominations of dissenters, were ^^^| 

considered by Christ with the same eye ^^^| 

of favour, and indulged with the same ^^^ 

promises, provided that they act in obe- 1 

dience to their consciences, and acknow- M 

ledge a Maker and a God-^if this were ^^^1 

as true, as it is grossly false, and wholly ^^^| 

contradictory to Scripture, still what ^^^B 

are the reasons, which except upon the l 

strongest conviction would render the ^ 
attempt at conversion a fault, and de- 
parture from our party a crime ? 

We have only to look around us, each ^^^ 

in our immediate neighbourhood, for ^^^| 

the answer to this question. ^^^| 
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religion were, as some would im- 
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agine, a mere matter of solitary specula- 
tion' — if it had no connection with our 
feehngs and passions, and could be se- 
parated from the daily business of life, 
and confined within our own bosoms to 
peculiar times and peculiar cases — and 
if opinion and usages in religion were 
all alike unimportant, it would matter 
as little to what sect we belonged, or 
how often we changed our profession, 
as the colour of a dress or the fashion of 
speaking. But that such is not the 
case, the very nature of religion, when 
fully understood, would prove, and our 
own experience confirm, A man who 
professes any religion must either con- 
form to it nominally, and in his heart 
be indifferent to its nature, or he must 
enter into its spirit, with all his reason, 
his hopes, his prejudices, and his pas- 
sions excited and kindled on its side. 
Religion is the service of the heart ; 
and where our hearts are interested we 
can ill bear a discordance in sentiment, 
or a variation from our practice. We 
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require others to do as we do; are in- 
dignant at any deviation from rules, 
which our conscience dictates ; connect 
ourselves with those only, with whom 
we can fully sympathise, and withdraw 
our associations and interests from all, 
who may clash with our opinions. The 
more deeply religious we are, unless our 
minds be framed on a large and compre- 
hensive principle of humility and bene- 
volence, which is indeed uncommon, 
the less able we are to love, the more 
inclined we are, I fear, to hate the per- 
sons, from whom we differ on the sub- 
ject nearest to our bosoms. And let it 
be observed, in order to aggravate the 
fault of those who create these differ- 
ences in trifles, that the very fact of 
their being trifles increases the spirit of 
animosity. How this apparent contra- 
diction takes place it is unnecessary to 
inquire. But those who agree in most 
points can least bear discordance in any. 
We become, as it were, more sensitive, 
and more alive to disappointment and 
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jealousy; and then most resent deser- 
tion, when it seems unprovoked and un- 
reasonable. That such is the case in real 
life — that differences in religion create 
differences in general feeling, separation 
in society, disunion and quarrels in 
our relation as citizen and countryman 
— ^that, in fact, at this present mo- 
ment our own country is divided into 
two parties, animated against each other, 
I fear, with a bitterness of feeling as 
mischievous as it is unchristian ; with 
envy on this side, and contempt on that; 
one party struggling to overthrow, and 
the other to keep down ; and both sepa- 
rated from each other with an almost 
irreconcileable aversion on nearly every 
important subject, on which as men we 
are called upon to pronounce, I fear it 
is unnecessary to demonstrate. And, 
let us add, what is due to the members 
of our own Established Church, and 
what we might infer from the slightest 
knowledge of human nature, the bitter- 
est feelings, the strongest animosity. 
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the most violent attempts at destruction, 
exist not with us ; not at least with 
those among us, who are deeply and 
sincerely imbued with the spirit of the 
religion, which we profess. That we 
should discourage dissent, that we 
should censure it, when not founded 
upon conscience, that we should feel 
less attachment to those, who have 
abandoned the institutions of our fore- 
fathers, than for those with whom we 
still come together to worship within 
the same walls, and join in the same 
prayers, is but natural, is but the feeling 
of a Christian, But a keener and more 
deliberate aversion, if it exists among 
us, exists with those who are members 
of our communion in name rather than 
in heart — who dislike a warmer profes- 
sion of religion, because religion in them- 
selves is without feeling — who shrink 
from a peculiar language and singularity 
of demeanour, from the notion that it 
implies but hypocrisy — who ridicule a' 
belief in things, which pass the narrow 

N 3 
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limits of their own understanding, ai^ 
though to a certain extent comprehend^ 
ed in their own creed, and sanctioned 
by their own Bible — or who, bad ?and 
worldly-minded themselves, yet fear to 
throw off all profession of religion, and 
adhere to a communion, which by thb 
sobriety of its tenets may afford shelter 
to their own coldness, or which at any 
rate has been received from their an? 
cestors together with their property and 
name; has been connected, unfortunately 
connected, with their social or political 
opinion ; and may be retained with der 
cency and quiet without demanding any 
exertion of piety, or any interest in re- 
ligion. Far be it from us to imbibe the 
feeling and the language of such men. 
Far be it from us to encourage a oen- 
sure which is , but malice, and a zeal 
which is inspired by impiety ! Our 
sentiments towards those who quit our 
side from even the most frivolous mo- 
tives, must be those of a grave and se- 
rious compassion, becoming one wbo is 
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weak himself and on the strongest con- 
viction of his reason is conscious that he 
still may err. And this temper of mind 
we may and can attain with greater ease 
than those, who desert us, if, as may be 
feared, their disposition to us is in some 
degree poisoned by the consciousness, 
that their motives for dissension are not 
guch, as can be justified before God — 
perhaps were originally inspired by dif- 
ferences of a mere personal nature. For 
indeed, without any breach of Christian 
charity, without any imputation of feel- 
ings, which do not at least appear to 
exist, as a warning for the future rather 
than a condemnation for the past, when 
we look round upon the circumstances, 
under which such numbers have aban- 
doned the religious institutions of their 
country, we may at least doubt, if either 
a conscientious rejection of an article of 
faith, or a deliberate preference of a 
different church government, or even a 
rational desire for forms and ceremonies 
more agreeable to the tastes of indivi- 
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duals, has had any great share in cre- 
ating that body of men, who with various 
creeds, and the most opposite rites, are 
classed as dissenters from ourselves. 
God forbid that we should judge uncha- 
ritably, or express ourselves with harsh- 
ness. But some personal quarrel, some 
dislike to an individual, a disagreement 
in temporal matters, the mere love of 
novelty, curiosity at one time, and the 
excitement of the passions at another, 
the little pride of belonging to a peculiar 
party, of listening to a teacher chosen 
by themselves, and subject to their own 
control — all these, especially the first, 
have, I fear, been the causes of disunion, 
the sources of enmity, the ruin of re- 
ligion, and in religion of domestic, and 
social, and political concord; separating; 
those, whom God had joined together 
in the participation of the same national 
blessings, converting the name of Christ 
into a watchword for evil passions — 
making us two people instead of one, 
and sowing the seeds of mischief, of 
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which the fullness and maturity seems 
at hand, in the destruction of our Es- 
tablished Church, if not of religion al-' 
together. 

Whether, when the awful reckoning 
arrives, these reasons will justify and 
excuse the evils thus produced, God 
only knows. But our consciences must 
indeed be dead, and our hearts bold, if 
we can dare with this defence alone, to 
take this weight upon our heads, and join 
either by thoughtlessness or passion in 
fermenting that civil war, which has in- 
deed set friend against friend, and bro- 
ther against brother. 

Nothing that has here been said has 
extended to those sober and reasoning 
minds, who differ from us conscientiously 
and seriously, after weighing the argu- 
ments for the truth, and feeling the re- 
sponsibility of their conduct. Not that 
a sound and right religious faith stands 
before God in the same light with heresy 
and schism. Not that even the con- 
sciousness of right, and the conviction 
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of our reason, will plead the pardon of 
error in belief. We think so indeed — 
and even good men are deceived upon 
this head. But let ns not be deluded 
into so mischievous a fancy. Our faith 
comes from our heart. If the Bible is 
put into our hands, and we use all those 
means of instruction, which the most 
ignorant knows to be necessary, and the 
poorest is able to employ— if we read the 
Scriptures honestly, humbly, and pious- 
ly — if we study them by the light of a 
good and holy spirit — above all, if we 
pray, as we should pray, error will not 
be ours. And if error be ours, it must 
arise from some bad principle, some 
culpable neglect, some indolence, or 
pride, or want of feeling, or evil per- 
version. He that does my will, said 
our Lord, shall knovi' of my word. And 
if we do not know his word, it must be, 
because we have not done his will. Let 
us not separate our reason and our 
heart, as if the one did not depend upon 
the other. Let us not suppose, that it 
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matters little, what we believe, provided 
our conscience acquits us, and our rea- 
son is convinced. Our conscience and 
our reason are but false and faithless 
guides, when our heart is gone astray. 
We shall be punished for an unsound 
faith, for an unsound practice, because 
they both proceed from a bad and per- 
verse will. If it were otherwise, the 
Bible would be false, and the exclusive 
promises of salvation to those who be- 
lieve in Christ, a delusion and injustice. 
Let us not be told, that the man who 
does evil that good may come, in the 
belief that he is doing God service, will 
be rewarded, as if his conduct were 
blameless. Let us not expect, that 
those who with the Bible in their hands^ 
deny our Saviour to be God, will be 
admitted to the privileg^es of that Chris- 
tianity whose essence is the deity of 
Christ. Men who never had the Gos- 
pel preached to them stand on a differ- 
ent footing. But those who have heard. 
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and not believed, must bear their burden 
on themselves. 

I need not, I am sure, say, that the 
necessity of making observations seem- 
ingly so harsh, is most painful to a 
Christian minister. But we have two 
dangers to escape from — one, malevo- 
lence and severity towards those, who 
have abandoned our side. But the other 
infinitely greater, that of inducing you 
to believe by our ill-timed lenity and 
mildness, that schism is no crime, and a 
sound faith of no importance. God for- 
bid that any one among you should be 
lost to the communion of their forefa- 
thers, of the Apostles, and of Christ, 
through my negligence, or my aversion 
to subjects, which bring our hearts in 
this place into contact with strife and 
discord. 

The judgment of our fellow-men we 
may, and must commit to that eye, unto 
which all hearts are open, and before 
which no secrets are hid. Happily we 
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are not called on to pronounce upon the 
magnitude of their offence, or their 
chances of forgiveness. We may take 
warning. We may avoid the sinning 
likewise ourselves. And when we have 
done this, we may turn all our thoughts, 
as I would willingly turn yours at the 
close of these observations, to the best 
means of living with all men in the spirit 
ofcharity and concord. 

And the first thing is, to confirm our 
own mind in the faith and communion, 
which we profess, and bind ourselves 
irrevocably to it by a knowledge of its 
reasonableness and truth. When we 
are ithus assured of our own correctness, 
we may look upon the errors of others 
with less danger of imbibing them our- 
selves : or of transferring to persons the 
dislike, which is due to opinions. When 
we have fortified our own camp, we may 
most safely parley with the enemy. 

And the second thing is, to walk be- 
fore God and man in the spirit of con- 
trition and humility ; not to make our- 

o 
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selves judges of our neighbours as men; 
but to look into our own paths, and take 
the beam out of our own eye, before we 
attempt to pluck the mote from our 
brother's eye. 

And the third thing is, to pray ia our 
heart, to the Spirit of all knowledge, 
that as he strengthens us in our weak- 
heartedness, and has blest us with his 
mercy, *' so he would raise up them that 
fall, and bring back into the way of 
truth all such as have erred and are de- 
ceived." 

And the fourth, is an earnest endea- 
vour by our advice, our example, and 
instruction, to keep others from falling 
away, or from sowing dissension in the 
church. 

And the fifth is, to live as we profess ; 
to attract the aflFections of the world by 
our kindness, and goodness, and peace ; 
to provide things honest in the sight of 
all men, and draw them imperceptibly 
to our society, by respect for the con- 
duct which it produces. 
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And the sixth is, to join most readily 
with every denomination of men as 
Christians in any work of obvious good, 
which without compromising our princi- 
ples, obliterating those lines of distinc- 
tion, which it is our duty to maintain, or 
encouraging the spread of error, may 
bring us together as close as God per- 
mits, by that spirit of peace and con- 
cord, which flows from the union of ho- 
nest hearts in holy and charitable pur- 
suits. 

And the last is, to challenge and pro- 
voke them, not by a rivalship of interest, 
or the bitterness of worldly jealousy, 
but with a true and Christian zeal, and 
in the spirit of love and piety, to every 
thing that is good in itself, pleasing to 
God, and useful to mankind. If they 
have their schools, we will have ours 
likewise. If they are active in their 
places of worship, we will be active also. 
If they distribute the Scriptures, let us 
distribute too. Remember only, that 
we are bound by the advantage^, which 
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we possess, and the purity of our doc- 
trines, to lead, not to follow— to be the 
first in every plan of benefit to mankind 
— not to imitate slowly, and suflFer our* 
selves to be roused into exertion solely 
by necessity and jealousy. 

All this may be done ; and this feel- 
ing of amity preserved unbroken^ with- 
out in any way abandoning our own 
church, or sanctioning their dissent. 
Above all it must be done with a vigilant 
and cautious observance of all the innu- 
merable modes and the unwearied exer- 
tions, by which the different denomina-^ 
tions of dissenters endeavour to gain^ 
converts to their side. They go into 
your cottages, they spread their tracts, 
they send abroad their teachers, they 
first relieve your wants, and then in- 
vite you to their places of worship ; 
they give an interest to their religious 
exercises by unwritten addresses from 
the pulpit — they amuse your ears by- 
congregational singing ; they collect to- 
gether meetings for charitable and re- 
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ligious purposes, in which occasion is 
given for a display of eloquence, or ta- 
lent almost theatrical. They establish 
schools for the young, and those once 
drawn to them as infants, they naturally 
retain when grown up. I will not call 
this conduct artifice, or impute it to any 
other motive, than that of making con- 
verts to Christ rather than to a sect. 
But unless the poor to whom they 
chiefly gain access are on their guard, 
they will soon be led away to follow 
them, without seeing the end which they 
propose. There are cases, where in- 
firmities or old age, or the want of a 
churchy may place some persons in a 
situation where to frequent their places 
of worship, and take advantages of their 
offers of instruction may be justly ex- 
cused. It is at any rate a difficult ques- 
tion ; and happily in this parish we 
shall no longer be obliged to solve it. 
You have your own schools, your own 
teachers ; numbers of your own com- 
munion able and willing to assist your 

o3 
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wants, and render it unnecessary for 
you to be bribed into dissent from the 
Church by the need of temporal assist- 
ance. In a short time, by the blessing 
of God, whatever may before have been 
the case, you will all have a place of 
worship close at your own doors, and 
consecrated by your own ministers. 
And may God grant that their labours 
may be blessed to the preservation of 
you all from the guilt of heresy and 
schism, and to that which is the object 
of every religious establishment — the 
advancement of God's kingdom upon 
earth, and the bringing us all to that 
heaven, where there shall be but one 
fold under one shepherd — even Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 



SERMON VII. 

[preached on EASTER MONDAY, BEFORE A 

BENEFIT CLUB.] 

I Peter iii, 10, 11, 12. For he that will love 
life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue 
from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile. 
Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek 
peace, and ensue it. For the eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
prayers ; but the face of the Lord is against them 
that do evil. 

I HAVE not held the charge of a parish 
very long, but as yet I have never been 
called on to discharge a duty so gratify- 
ing, as on the present occasion. As an 
Englishman, it is ^ great delight to wit- 
ness the success and prosperity of so- 
cieties, exercising like yours, such a 
strong and salutary influence on the 
happiness of the country. As an in- 
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habitant of this particular distric<^ it is 
a pleasure publicly to acknowledge the 
order, respectability, and loyalty, which 
it has preserved for years in our income- 
diate neighbourhood ; especially doring 
the late season of temporary confusion. 
And as a minister of religion it is full of 
satisfaction and hope, thus to conse- 
crate your worldly interests by the wor- 
ship of God; and ask the blessing of 
Him, without whom our labour is but 
lost, on your honest industry and irqa- 
sonable prudence. I might also take 
this opportunity of adding something on 
my own personal feelings, but that the 
pulpit is not often a place for their ex- 
pression. I would willingly acknow** 
ledge my gratitude to God, for placing 
my first duties as a clergyman where I 
have found none but friends. I should 
like to thank you all for that uniform 
kindness and attention which has made 
a responsible task, even with all my in-^ 
experience, not a toil, but a pleasure' — 
congratulate you on your regular and 
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unremitting attention to your religious 
duties on the Sabbath day : and ex^ 
press the delight which I feel at the 
prospect of being able, even when our 
immediate connection is over, to re* 
new and maintain it unbroken by a fre- 
quent residence near you. But I am sure 
you will give me credit for all these 
feelings. They are no more than the 
common feelings of every clergyman to 
his parishioners, when there is no un- 
happy jarring of interest or personal 
jealousy to break that most sacred of 
all sacred ties— the care of your immor* 
tal souls. And if I express them more 
strongly, something may perhaps be al- 
lowed to a warmer attachment towards 
the first flock with which I have ev^r 
been intrusted ; something to the na- 
tural interest experienced by a young 
man in addressing so many of his own 
age ; and something to the near ap- 
proach of that day, when I shall cease 
to have the privilege of speaking to you 
from this place, and commit you to an« 



154 SERMON VII. 

other guide, I trust wiser and better 
than myself. 

There are, however, reflections of a 
more general nature suggested by our 
meeting at present. And the same spirit 
which has induced you to select a sea- 
son of peculiar solemnity for the cele- 
bration of your anniversary, and to com- 
mence this day with a peculiar act of 
public worship, that you may both la- 
bour with the blessing of God and re- 
joice before his face, will, I am sure, 
lead us naturally to dwell on the^in^ 
fluence of religion and piety upon the 
situations which you are called oft to 
fill. We have each of us many duties 
to perform ; some as individuals to our- 
selves : some as members of society: 
some as citizens of a free country. And 
what I would anxiously impress upon 
yeur minds, as the most useful lesson 
which you could learn, and the most 
valuable legacy which I could leave, is, 
that without religion they cannot be 
performed ; that without religion we 



SERMON \ii. ::5 

never shall be anv ihir.j Lut a r..:^r\ 
to ourselves, a turnip !.: i. cur n-ii::*- 
bours, a pestilence lo ou: c.uLiry. 

Except the Lord b\.:.d lie :-:.>r. 
their labour is but lost iLa: bu. : .:. Ki- 
cept the Lord keep the ciiy. -^-.e "*!:.::- 
man waketh but in va::;. 

The duties which wc •lAVr; :,.. c^r'^c.it> 
relate to our happiLt:'*'* iiid c.n-:.-t .l 
single and domeiiic ..:.'. Th-;y .-.ii :o 
the preservation oi" our bod:!y itilii 
and strength ; to the coi-trcl cf o-r 
passions and incliuiiii'iLs. wLcl :ic-r 
indulgence affects none but ouricSe^ ; 
to the maintenance of decei.cv ace 
cleanliness within our own wai> : izxi 
to the proper eucourag^ement ani regu- 
lation of all those good leelings a:^<: si:- 
fections which God has implanted m 
our hearts, as parents, as brothers, and 
as children. You do not require to be 
told, that no temporal difference of rank 
or station, can exempt a single human 
being from the discharge of these duties. 
You do not require to be told, that the 
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poor as well as the rich, the peasant as 
well as the king, can and must perform 
them, before they will be admitted into 
heaven. And neither do you require 
to hear, that your happiness depends 
on their fulfilment, when the voice in 
our own hearts, the common voice of 
nature, which no difference of fortune 
can extinguish, has told us all so often 
and often before. 

Let us take them separately. 

The great instrument of bodily health, 
and in bodily health of half our enjoy- 
ment upon earth, is temperance. And 
your principal intemperance is likely to 
be that of drinking. For many among 
you are exposed to it by the natural ex- 
haustion produced by hard bodily la- 
bour — by the facility of obtaining this 
indulgence — unhappily, most unhappily, 
by a late regulation of the legislature, 
which has had the effect of increasing 
the number of places in which these 
snares are laid for you, without in any 
way contributing to your real wants, or 
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ensuring you a more wholesome supply. 
Some also in this parish, as I know from 
most bitter experience, are beset with 
peculiar temptations arising from their 
situation and employment. It is a most 
painful subject to dwell upon ; painful 
because I would not willingly in this 
place, and on this occasion, wound the 
feelings of a single individual, who may 
be conscious of such temptation; painful 
because I fear there must be some few 
amongst us, or amongst our neighbours, 
to whom it is in some degree applicable; 
but most painful, most terrible, because 
of all nets in which the devil entangles 
our souls, there is none so strong, none 
so destitute of escape. Contract a 
habit of drunkenness, and may God 
have mercy upon you. Other sins we 
may commit, and be deterred from re- 
peating them again by the sting wliich 
they leave behind. Other habits we 
may form, and break tliem off in a sud- 
den terror, or by the want of oppor- 
tunities for indulgence. Other vices 
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leave our reason in some degree sound,: 
and our bodily strength unimpaired to I 
battle with the tempter ; but drunken- j 
ness binds us down beneath his feet, 
body and soul, and mind. It ensnares 
us silently and secretly ; drawing us at 
first into excess in the midst of some 
social meeting, some innocent cheerful- 
ness, or some natural necessity — then 
leaving behind a sickness and craving 
of the body, to escape from which we 
again have recourse to the sin which 
caused it. It steals on us without any 
notice ; for few men, if any, commence 
with a determination to level themselves 
with the brutes — few men, if any, resolve 
upon wilful and premeditated drunken- 
ness. Until a certain line is overstepped, 
a line which no man sees, till all hope 
of return is over, the exhiliration of the 
moment keeps him blind to his condi- 
tion ; and he never wakes up to it again 
till he recalls his scattered senses in the 
morning, and finds himself, like Samson 
in the Bible, stripped of his strength — 
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sunk into the dust with shame — loathr 
ing himself and all around him — and 
smarting under the achings of disease. 
I do not say there is no hope for the 
inveterate druukard. God forbid that 
hope should ever be excluded by a minis- 
ter of that Being who stretches out his 
arms to every sinner, as the father to his 
prodigal child ; aod will run to meet him 
even afar off, and fall on his neck to 
kiss him, if but an effort be made, a 
prayer offered up, to return. But there 
is an awful, a most awful danger ; and 
without God and religion that danger is 
indeed despair. I will tell you the ad- 
vice which I bad occasion the other day 
to give to a respectable mau, who came 
to me entreating for assistance in break- 
ing from this miserable enslavement. 
There is reason to believe that his strug- 
gles have been successful ; it is certain 
they must be successful, if what he pro- 
mised he performs. I bade him change 
his place of abode; avoid as he would 
the evil Being himself, every place which 
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had seen him in his sin, and every com- 
panion with whom he had sinned ; ren- 
der his home as comfortable as his 
means allowed ; restrict himself to a ii- 
mited quantity, in order to escape the 
possibility of excess ; observe how much 
happier he felt as his temptations 
diminished ; and remember with satis- 
faction and comfort the miseries from 
which he had escaped. But if this ad- 
vice had been all, it would indeed have 
been fruitless. Who was to keep him 
free from the occasions and circum- 
stances of sin? Who was to give him 
the means of changing his place of 
abode ? Who was to be always at his 
side suggesting to him his good reso- 
lutions, and warning him the moment 
they were failing? I told him that he 
must pray to God, as he would to a Fa- 
ther of mercy. I told him that he must 
never neglect the service of the Sab- 
bath, I told him that before he went 
to his work, and before he laid down 
upon his bed, he must ask for the bless- 
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ing of God, and the inspiration of his 
grace. I put the Bible in his hands, 
and told him that the Bible was his 
charm to keep off the devil from his 
soul. And I made him promise in the 
face of heaven, that he would sedulously 
and earnestly prepare himself to come 
to that holy sacrament, without which 
our souls are dead, and will never be 
restored to life. One thing I know ; 
that he became even within my own 
knowledge, an altered man. And another 
thing I know ; that the greatest diffi- 
culty of all, God has reinoved by placing 
him in a different situation, out of the 
reach of former temptation. We may 
never meet again upon earth ; but 
when we stand together before the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ, may he be in the 
number of those, who were dead and 
made alive again, who were lost and are 
found. 

And what I have said of him and to 
him, I say to and of you all; that 
without you come to your God, tem- 
p 3 
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perance you never can observe — that 
religious habits, religious thoughts, re- 
ligious observances, the frequent use of 
prayer, the strict observance of the 
Sabbath, the regular attendance on re- 
ligious instruction, the study of your 
Bible and Testament, above all, a uni- 
form and unbroken practice of receiving 
the hoty comm union whenever it is 
celebrated, are the only things which 
can keep you from sinning, in the most 
wretched of all wretched sins; the only 
means of saving your souls, when the 
devil has betrayed you into its indul- 
gence. Of the other duties which we 
owe to ourselves, it is unnecessary to 
speak so much at length. That which 
is true of habits brought on by careless, 
indulgence, is true of all the evil passions 
innate in our common constitution. 
There is but one power which can set 
us free, even the Spirit of God. There 
are certain temptations to which we are 
all exposed, especially in our youth. 
And though in this holy place it is pain- 
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ful to allude to them, the Bible speaks 
openly of their nature and their end. 
It tells us that all fornicators, and 
adulterers, and unclean persons, shall 
be cast into the pit which burneth 
with fire. But without looking to that 
eternity of tortures which awaits them 
in another world, let me but ask those 
who thus have sinned, and those who 
are as yet innocent, if the fruit of these 
things be not misery and death, even in 
this present life? Are they things from 
which we would desire to escape. Is it 
likely that we should be happier and 
better, and lie down on our pillows with 
a more tranquil conscience, and awake 
in the morning with more cheerfulness 
and joy, if by the mercy of God we can 
be spared from associations in which 
there is nothing but shame— from recol- 
lection of scenes full of foulness and 
degradation — from the loss of that re- 
spect which made us walk upright in 
the face of neighbours, without dread- 
ing their scorn and reproach ; from 
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all the other sacrifices of health, of 
strength, of means, in which these 
paths of sin involve us ; above all, 
from the bitter, the incurable sufferings 
of feeling, when it is now too late, that 
by artifice or falsehood, or even by com- 
munity of sin, we have dragged down 
with us into misery and guilt another 
human being, who in this life has no 
recovery, and in another nothing to 
hope. Remember, that what is con- 
sidered in the eyes of a wicked world as 
an excusable error in man, is in woman 
an unpardonable crime. We may live 
for years in sinful indulgences, and still 
return to goodness, because not yet ex- 
cluded from the company of the good. 
But a woman, when once betrayed into 
dishonour, has no return, no com- 
passion, no indulgence. She is lost for 
ever upon earth. That which is done 
cannot be undone. That which is de- 
stroyed cannot be repaired. God forbid 
that any one of us should be brought, 
as others have been brought, to wit- 
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ness the consummation of a sin we 
first suggested, the total ruin of an 
innocence which we first corrupted in 
the person of a single victim to our un- 
lawful passions. God forbid that we 
should ever stand, as others have stood, 
by the side of a guilty death-bed; and 
see a single being whom we seduced 
brought down to the brink of the grave, 
as thousands in the last wretched refuges 
of profligacy and want, are perishing 
daily around us. He who never com- 
passionates the destruction of another 
soul in the commission of sin, will have 
still less compassion for his victim when 
the sin is past, and the gratification ex- 
hausted. He will leave her (it is the 
conduct of thousands) to her own miser- 
able fate. He will never think of the 
want, which follows on those, who have 
no longer the means of an honest and 
respectable livelihood. He will know 
nothing of the shame, with which the 
lowest of the low pursue one who has 
deviated from virtue. He will see 
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nothing of her struggles— her sinking 
diminishing struggles against the grow- 
ing temptations of the devil ; nothing of 
the insults to which she is exposed; 
nothing of the bitter recollection of days 
gone never to return ; nothing of the 
reproaches of conscience ; nothing of 
the anguish of fear; nothing of the un- 
upbraiding lamentations over her first 
betrayer and deserter ; nothing of that 
terrible moment, when friendless, house- 
less, and starving, sinking under disease, 
and desperate with sufferings, she lies 
down, as thousands lie down, to perish 
with famine ; or rushes, by a last act 
of crime, into the presence of the God 
she has offended. — Nothing till that 
other moment, most terrible of all, when 
the destroyer and the victim, the seducer 
and the seduced, will meet together 
before the judgment-seat of Christ, and 
the gates of hell are opened to receive- 
perhaps but one. There was mercy at the 
feet of our Saviour for the woman, that 
was a sinner, and washed his feet with 
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her tears — but for the devil that in the 
form of man led her into misery and sin, 
do you think it could be found ? Do 
you think to be ourselves that evil spirit, 
that minister of Satan in doing his work, 
and bringing souls into his abode of 
torture, is a lot from which it were 
a happiness to escape? Do you believe 
that we are likely to escape it, likely to 
defeat temptations which fall on all in 
the season of their youth, if God does 
not interpose to save, and religion does 
not purify our hearts? 

I will say nothing of the necessity of 
religion in the conduct of domestic life, 
and the encouragement of our natural 
affections. We are as men but one fa- 
mily on earth, living under the heaven 
as beneath the same roof; with God for 
our father and every human being for 
our brother. The feelings which we 
ought to cherish round our own firesides 
are those and only those, which God 
requires of his worshippers. And this 
is the reason why if you search the 
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houses and cottages around us, you will 
make the same observation which I now 
repeat to you. It is that, in the inter- 
course I have enjoyed with every class 
of my parishioners, whenever 1 went as 
a stranger into any house, however 
small, and however poor its inhabitants, 
two things have always gone together — 
I never found it maintained in decency, 
cleanliness, and comfort; the children 
healthy and respectable ; the garden in 
good order; the mother cheerful and 
industrious ; the father laborious and 
contented ; the neighbours full of kind- 
ness; and every one, from the richest 
to the poorest, anxious to contribute to 
their welfare ; but there was the same 
answer given to questions, which were 
put rather as a matter of certainty than 
with the slightest doubt of the reply. 
Have you a Bible and Prayer-Book? — 
Yes, they are our greatest comfort. Do 
you attend regularly at church — Con- 
stantly. Do you bring up your childreu 
in their religious duties— We never pass 
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an evening without hearing them read, 
or teaching them their catechism and 
hymns. Do you come to the sacrament? 
. — Yes, has been constantly the answer. 
I was brought to the knowledge of this 
duty by some serious affliction, since 
which it has never been neglected, and 
all things have seemed to prosper with 
us. And I never have entered a cottage, 
dirty and miserable in its appearance, 
with poverty and want written on the 
face of its inmates ; the children quar- 
relsome and idle ; the garden overrun 
with weeds ; the windows broken ; the 
wife ragged and sickly ; the husband 
struggling in despair to provide a pit- 
tance of bread for his family, or driven 
by absolute misery to the alehouse ; 
but here also these questions were put 
with the same certainty of an answer. 
It has been, that they are no scholars ; 
that they have no books ; that they 
come to church when they can, but 
seldom find time ; that their clothing 
is not sufficiently good ; that times are 
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hard ; and their family troublesome, to 
prevent their receiving the sacrament; 
that indeed they are not fit to approach 
the altar; that they know little about 
God or religion; but hope when they 
are called before his presence, that he 
will forgive them for despising him upon 
earth. Such have been the results of 
my own experience ; and the truth you 
must all assent to. Domestic comfort and 
happiness go hand in hand with religion. 
Domestic misery and want follow in- 
evitably on the neglect of our duties to 
God. If we ask how — it is, that the 
spirit of religion sweetens and strength- 
ens every good feeling in our hearts ; 
that it encourages us under difficulties, 
by the consciousness of having a friend 
able and willing to assist us ; that it 
animates our industry by a sense of the 
blessing which attends it; that the rest 
of the Sabbath-day, observed as it ought 
to be, cheers us for the whole week : 
that we love our children and our rela- 
tions more, when we look on them ae 
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pledges of affection pure in the face of 
heaven, as a trust committed to our 
hands to rear them up for immortaHty, 
as beings with whom we shall dwell 
hereafter in an eternity of happiness, 
than when they drain the pittance that 
we earn, and exhaust our strength in 
toil, without any certainty of gratitude, 
or any dependence upon Providence. 
It is, that man is then most respectable 
in the eyes of his fellow-men, when 
quietly, regularly, and manfully, he does 
his duty to his Maker, and honours him 
in himself and in his children; that all 
are willing to assist and anxious to em- 
ploy those in whose honesty, sobriety, and 
piety, confidence can justly be reposed. 
It is, that God himself is the disposer of 
all good things, and the inspirer of all 
good feelings ; and he gives his blessings 
to those who serve him in faith and 
fear ; not to men, who doubt if he will 
perform his promises, and never seek 
his face ; and fancy, in the blindness of 
their own deluded hearts, that in this 
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age and in this country, ignorance can' 
ever be received as an excuse for irre- 
ligion and sin. 

There are the same observations to be 
made with respect to our social duties, 
and our social duties are those which 
we fowe to our neighbours. They are, 
respect to their feelings, attention to 
their wishes, assistance in their wants, 
comfort in their distresses, a principle of 
rigid honesty in abstaining from in- 
juring their property ; and honesty not 
only in action but in thought; not only 
the withholding our hands from stealing, 
but preserving our hearts from covet-^ 
ousness. The last winter, we all know, 
was a season of peculiar trial in this 
parish. There was much sickness; and 
considerable distress. And after seeing- 
the church so well attended on the 
Sunday, and a general spirit of regu- 
larity in devotion prevailing throughout 
the parish, it was not surprising to ob- 
serve the numerous acts of kindness 
and benevolence which as neighbours 
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you discharged to each other. A time 
of sickness in a I'amily is of all others 
a time for the exercise of Christian 
charity— and Christian charity, remem- 
ber, is not merely the giving of money ; 
it is the contribution of our time and 
labour, the undertaking of many little 
offices which any one can discharge, 
however far removed from wealth. Let 
me say universally and without excep- 
tion, that the persons whom I met by 
the bedside of their sick neighbours, 
nursing them throughout the day, de- 
priving themselves of rest at night to 
watch by them, charging themselves 
with the care of children, performing the 
many domestic duties for which sick- 
ness incapacitates the heads of a family ; 
even sharing their last loaf with a 
poor neighbour in the extremity of 
want; universally, and without excep- 
tion, were distinguished for their re- 
ligion and piety. They were the per- 
sons whom Sunday after Sunday I saw 
in their places, attending seriously and 
q3 
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devoutly to the service of the day. 
They were the faces which I recognised 
elsewhere as frequenting regularly some 
place of worship on the Sabbath, if not 
this church. Their children were most 
constant at school ; their Bibles most 
frequently in their hands. It is to the 
same cause that we may attribute our 
happiness in escaping within this dis- 
trict from those crimes and disorders 
which not long since threw the coun- 
try into confusion ; and have brought 
down not only death and exile upon the 
guilty, but suffering and privation even 
on the innocent, by the destruction of 
corn, and its consequent increase in 
price. What was the answer given, 
when the possibility of our being in- 
volved in such scenes of wickedness 
and madness was suggested, to a moral 
and religious peasantry ? It was, that 
all our privations come from God ; that 
if we did our duty he would provide for 
our wants ; that we were not to rise in 
tumult and commit injuries* on our 
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neighbours, as if the remedy of our dis- 
tresses was in our own hands ; or could 
be procured by violence and wrong. — It 
was, a trust in God, a sense of his 
mercy, a firm and affectionate reliance 
upon his goodness, which has saved us 
from sharing in guilt, and suffering 
punishment, which, on the other side of 
the water, have brought down many a 
grey head to the grave in shame and 
sorrow, and torn hundreds from their 
families and homes, to waste the re- 
mainder of their *lives in disgraceful 
labour ; leaving to those, whom they 
loved, nothing but the remembrance of a 
guilty name, and distress which they 
brought down on them by wickedness. 

I would add a few words on a mis- 
chievous spirit which has at times pre- 
vailed among us in the injury or de- 
struction of property, and vexatious 
attacks on individuals, if not aware that 
these are the acts of boys instead of 
men> and may seem scarcely of suffi- 
cient importance to require mention 
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from this place. But any thing which 
gives pain to others^ any thing which 
causes detriment to the property of our 
neighbour, is no mere idle frolic to be 
ridiculed and excused. He who takes 
delight as a boy in tormenting the old| 
the infirm, or the unfortunate, will soon 
sink into deliberate cruelty. He who in 
a spirit of wantonness injures that which 
does not belong to him, will h^ve little 
repugnance at robbery, when his own 
interest invites him. Be assured, that 
God will not pardon as the folly of a 
thoughtless boy, any act which gives 
pain to a fellow-creature. And although 
persons still unhurt may pass such 
things unnoticed, no slight vexation is 
inflicted on the immediate sufferer ; the 
same spirit of mischief will soon affect 
them also; and if not checked in its: 
commencement, will grow up insenT 
sibly but certainly, into habits of 4isrv 
honesty and violence. What I wish to, 
ask is, if we may not trace here also, 
as in every other circumstance of lif|?| 
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the connection between religion and 
good conduct ; between our service to 
God, and our respectability as man. 
Are not the authors of these mischiefs 
the boys, I can scarcely bring myself to 
call them young men, whose business 
on the Sabbath is to lounge away their 
time in idleness, if not in vice; and 
whose language is full of blasphemy ? 
Are they not those, who have never 
been taught as children their duty to 
their Maker, or a knowledge of his 
word ? Are they not those, whose faces 
are never seen within these walls ; and 
who are commencing, under the guid- 
ance of the devil, a life of irreligion and 
impiety, to end it in misery and torment ? 
I will conclude these observations 
with alluding to a subject, which you 
have never heard me mention before 
from this place ; but which the circum- 
stances of our meeting this day may 
justify us in introducing. I mean the 
connection of religion with our political 
duties as Englishmen. It has been the 
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wisdom of all our ancestors to bind 
every class of the community to their 
country, to inspire us all with an honest 
pride and sense of dignity, and unite 
us all together through a very sacred 
tie, by extending some share of power, 
either in the choice of our legisla- 
ture, or the administration of justice to 
every one capable of its exercise. It is 
probable that this power will be yet 
farther increased and extended by a 
measure at present in progress ; a mea- 
sure of which the whole character and 
eiFect must depend upon the honesty, 
the prudence, and the good feeling, of 
those, who, like ourselves, form the great 
body of the people. How far it is 
adapted to good, how far the possession 
of power be a blessing or a curse, this 
is not the place to inquire. But if it be 
necessary for the welfare of the country, 
that power should be placed in our 
hands ; it is also necessary for its safety 
that this power should be exercised in 
the spirit, and under the guidance of 
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religion. No man of common feeling 
can dare to undertake, without a fearful 
anxiety, the charge of any, even the 
smallest part of a community like ours. 
If we were placed to manage the motions 
of a mighty engine, ignorant of its 
springs, blind to its movements, un- 
acquainted with its nature, and yet 
knew that a single mistake or a single 
neglect might cause it to explode, and 
bury a city in ruins, we should not, I 
think, covet such a post, nor undertake 
it with rashness or indolence. At 
any rate we should be anxious to dis- 
charge it with a conscience free from 
self-reproach; we should carefully shrink 
from any evil motive, that if mischief 
did arise, our minds might so far be at 
rest ; and if we could throw ourselves 
beneath the guidance of some great and 
all-wise Being, who could direct us in 
every movement, this and this alone 
would enable us to execute such a trust 
with any thing like composure or satis- 
faction. In this country every single 
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voice, and every single hand, is of im- 
portance when called upon to act in the 
management of public affairs. And 
though there are men, fuU^ of igno- 
rance and of its necessary consequence, 
conceit, who feel no such scruples, 
and no such alarms as these ; I do 
not think there are any here, who 
could lay their heads upon their death- 
beds with tranquillity and cheerfulness, 
if in the lust of power, or a selfish 
rapacious covetousness, or a rash med- 
dling spirit of innovation, or a blind 
submission to the guidance of bad, 
violent, and foolish men, they had been 
parties to conduct, which brought evil if 
not ruin on their country. Be assured, 
that our homes and our neighbourhood, 
are not the only scenes of our duties ; 
the only places where God watches our 
hearts, and inflicts vengeance for our 
sins. Be assured it is He in whose 
hand is the fate of nations, and He will 
not permit us to escape as individuals 
unpunished for our public and political 
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wickedness, many as we may be in 
number, and strong in power. I will 
tell you very openly and candidly to 
what I am alluding. There are men in 
this country, to whom have been traced, 
with all but positive certainty, the late 
crimes which have disgraced our name, 
and involved thousands in suffering; 
men, who at present are joined by others 
of the purest intentions, in the endeavour 
to promote that measure of which I have 
just spoken. Let me say of it for 
myself, that as far as I can venture to 
judge, it contains many, very many 
things most equitable and beneficial. 
But the danger is this : when we once 
have united with others in innocent 
objects, we are liable to be led by them 
into others of a very different nature. 
When their judgment has once agreed 
with our reason, we are apt to follow 
it blindly, even when unreasonable and 
false. We easily form ourselves into 
parties, and bind ourselves to particular 
plans. And when the real intentions 

R 



and ultimate objects are known of 
many, who have now assumed the name 
of reformers, and professed themselves 
the friends of the people, it is right 
that the people should be warned of this 
danger; and be warned, let me add, by 
their clergymen, when an opportunity 
occurs ; because we are the natural 
guardians of your good principles and 
upright conduct ; we are the persons 
appointed to hallow all your actions 
with the spirit of religion and virtue. 
We have no interest in parties, nothing 
to do with politics in the common sense 
of the word, but in the maintenauce of 
Christianity, in the support of peace and 
order, in the preservation of your souls 
from every kind of sin, social as well as 
private, and political as well as social ; 
we are the men of whom God will 
demand your blood, and visit, if no effort 
be made to save you, your crimes upon 
our heads. Let me then entreat you, 
if ever unhappily engaged in questions 
or considerations of this painful kind (and 



SERMON VII. 183 

at present they are too comraoii even in 
our cottages), to remember. First, that 
the government of a country is no easy 
task ; that the wisest and most learned 
have sunk beneath it ; and that we are 
not wise and not learned. Secondly, if 
suffering from privation, consider that 
poverty is sent by God ; that it is part 
of a system ordained by him; that you 
have the remedy in your own hands by 
applying to him for assistance ; and 
that no possible state of things could 
exist in which there should not be some 
men richer than others. Thirdly, never 
listen to that foolish and wicked calum- 
ny, which charges the rich and the great 
with indifference to the wants of their 
poorer neighbours, with a selfish pursuit 
of their own views, while they trample 
down the needy and destitute. We 
cannot relieve all. But a government 
which commands every poor man to be 
relieved at the expense of the public, a 
country where millions are devoted 
every year to the maintenance of hospi- 
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tals, and the consolation of every kind 
of suffering, and devoted without pride 
or observation, solely from private 
charity, cannot consist of selfish . and 
hard-hearted persons, who have no ear 
for your cries, and no eye for your suffer- 
ings. Fourthly, when you are, told of 
the advantage to be gained by particular 
measures, ask in what way you are to 
feel them. Nothing is more common 
with those who have private objects of 
their own than such appeals to your 
interest. But nothing is so deceitful: 
and it is thus that on a late occasion the 
poor .have been wilfully and cruelly, 
deluded into an expectation, without 
the shadow of reason, that they are to 
be made happy and wealthy by a mea- 
sure, which,; without giving. a loaf : of > 
bread to a single individual, will deprive 
hundreds among them of a privilege, « 
which; they exercised before. Fifthly,' 
remember, I entreat you, that no man- 
can ever be made rich or happy by the* 
robbery ofuanother. I warn you of thisp 



because tlie real and cow the avowed 
end of some dishonest men in this coun- 
try is a scheme of robbery, a robbery of 
the poor as well as of the rich — a scheme 
which is to reduce thousands to beggary 
and starvation, for the purpose of taking 
to themselves what never belonged to 
them. I am sure that spirit which I 
have always found in this parish, even 
in the greatest distress, the honest, 
manly determination of paying every 
man his due, will save all of us from 
joining in such a wicked and detestable 
plot. 

Lastly (it is sometimes the only way, 
when without experience ourselves) let 
me recommend you to observe the 
private character and principles of those 
who seek to guide and persuade you. 
He who is vicious in his private, will be 
vicious in his public conduct. See if ' 
they are good and respectable in the 
bosoms of their own families, when they 
propose themselves as leaders in public, 
Ask if to benefit the poor they sacrifice 
R 3 
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their own means without any end of 
vanity or interest, when they :tellj you 
of their zeal in your cause. Observe if 
their actions are influenced by envy, 
covetousness, or jealousy-7-by a spirit 
of malice or revenge ; by ingratitude to 
those who have served, or insult to 
those who never injured them. Above 
51II, demand if they have thrown off God 
from their hearts ; and either doubt his 
word, or despise his threats. An infidel, 
an irreligious man, cannot be a safe 
guide to a Christian. You may; well 
distrust his word, who promises you 
benefits, when God has devoted him 
to destruction. You may well fly from 
his company lest he pollute you also, 
and bring you down into the same place 
of torture, which is prepared for himself. 
I have now discharged the only part 
of my duty to-day, which is in any way 
painful. I have spoken to you honestly 
and openly, as becomes one who has 
no object but your gopd in this world, 
and your salvation in the next. . I 
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pray .God these warnings may not be 
req«ired-r~that we may go on happily 
asiindividualSy and gloriously as a nation ; 
doing to others as we would be: done by 
— not withholding from any human 
being a right which he can claim, or a 
blessing which we can impart, but pro- 
moting in every action of our lives the 
good of our neighbours, the welfare of 
man, and the glory of God. 

Let us be religious and we cannot do 
wrong. Let us serve God and we must 
be happy. 

" I have been young," said the Psalm- 
ist, "and now am old; yet have I not 
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread." 

" For they are blessed that dwell in 
the house of the Lord, they will be al- 
ways praising him. Blessed is the man 
whose strength is in him, and in whose 
heart are his ways. Who going though 
the vale of misery use it for a well ; and 
the pools are filled with water. They 
will go from strength to strength ; and 
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unto the God of gods appeareth every 
one of them in Sion. For the Lord 
God is a light and defence, the Lord 
will give grace and worship, and no 
good thing shall be withheld from them 
that live a godly life. O Lord God of 
hosts, blessed is the man that putteth 
his trust in thee." Psalm Ixxxiv. 
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[preached on the death of the reverend JAMES 
DUFF WARD, CURATE OF WHIPPINGHAM, WHO DIED 
AT ROME OF A LINGERING DECLINE, IN THE WIN- 
TER OF 1831.] 

Isaiah lix, 1. The righteous perisheth, and no 
man layeth it to heart ; and merciful men are taken 
away, none considering that the righteous is taken 
away from the evil to come. 

I TRUST I shall be enabled to speak to 
you to-day with that composure, which 
is our reasonable frame of mind, when 
we stand in the presence of a Being, 
who holds the universe in his hand; 
and by whom all the changes of this 
mortal life are directed to purposes of 
good. But you would not think the 
better of me, nor I of myself, if I could 
address you at present with the same 
feelings and calmness as on previous 
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Sabbaths. Hitherto I have been acting 
in the name, and with the sanction of 
one, into whose hands it seemed not 
impossible that God would enable me 
to return the charge entrusted to my 
care. I have busied myself in consult- 
ing his wishes, dispensing his charities ; 
and conforming myself as closely as I 
could, to his plans and his desires ; and 
my great anxiety has been, that the 
interval which God should interpose 
between his departure and return, might 
neither be felt by you, nor regretted by 
him. All this is now gone by. He 
whose place I was filling will never 
return ; and but a very short time 
remains before your souls will be en- 
trusted to another, not indeed more 
anxious for your good, but I trust more 
able to promote it. 

It is not necessary to enjoy a long 
and unbroken friendship in order to hear 
with emotion the removal of a fellow- 
creature from this world to the next. 
A very short connection is sufficient, 



when nothing but good is developed. 
And where we are exercising a trust, 
disposed of with anxiety, and committed 
to us in confidence — where this trust is 
not one of the workl, but the ministry 
of God ; and we tread in the same 
steps, led on by the same hope, guided 
by the same hand, and ending, if God 
so will, in the same heaven, the stroke 
which lays one in the dust, cannot be 
unfelt by the survivor. 

And there are moments when the loss 
of a friend is fraught with a peculiar 
gloom. When sickness is spreading ou 
all sides, and every hour seems to bring 
the tidings of some fresh calamity ; 
when our churchyard is covered with 
the traces of recent graves ; and those, 
who on the last Sabbath stood within 
these walls in the full vigour of health, 
are now lying dead around us, our forti- 
tude seems to give way beneath the 
pressure of anxiety and sorrow. It is 
good for us indeed to have afflictions, 
but the spirit which should turn them 
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into blessings is sometimes overpowered 
by their number. 

We do not often commit to the ground 
the remains of those whom we have 
respected in life, without some simple 
tribute to their memory. We need but 
look to the tombs around us, to observe 
the working of that good and natural 
feeling in the heart of man, which, when 
the grave has closed upon the faults of a 
life, dwells with a melancholy fondness 
on the commemoration of its virtues. 
But the house of God is no place for 
flattery and falsehood. There, where 
we make every week our confession of 
misery and sin, the praise of a poor 
mortal man sounds but as a mockery 
and crime. And if he, on whom we are 
thinking, is now looking down upon 
these walls, which from a far and distant 
shore he so* often revisited in thought, 
least of all would his humble spirit 
endure that his faults should be dis* 
torted into virtues, and his virtues mag^ 
nified into merit. 
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It is usual also od these melancholy 
occasions to bring mortality and the 
grave, that grave which fills us with 
terror, but is waiting for us all, before 
nujids sobered down into reflection by 
the presence of some recent calamity. 
Bat this too is often unavailing. We 
tremble for a moment, and return gladly 
to our wickedness or folly. Death never 
will gain an entrance into our thoughts, 
till we see in it not evil but good, 
not corruption but immortality. We 
have clothed it in terrors not its own, 
which, instead of converting our hearts, 
shut up every access to the mind. And 
we have of late, many of us at least here 
present, been too familiar with its sight. 
We have been called so often to follow 
the remains of our neighbours to the 
grave, that corruption and the worm, 
and all the gloominess and sanctity of 
the tomb, have lost their hold upon the 
feelings. It is a sad but universal fact, 
that those most conversant with sorrow, 
become most insensible themselves, and 
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the men whose business is death soon 
view it with indifference or scorn. 
When we have often watched the last 
moments of the dying:; often heard the 
earth fall with its hollow sound upon 
the head which it cannot disturb ; often 
been brought within that veil, which the 
awe of our nature, and the dignity of 
sorrow, have spread over scenes of mor- 
taUty, the words and sights, which half 
heard, and half beheld, would chill our 
blood, and make lis tremble in the very 
act of sin, revealed wholly to the eye, 
are stripped of their mystery and terror. 
And let me add, not without grounds 
for alarm, that when this callousness 
comes on, the danger to our souls is 
awful. One great and final check upon 
our passions is removed for ever. There 
is very little ground for hope, that when 
we come to die ourselves, our sins and 
our follies, cowards as they are, will 
retire at the bidding of that voice which 
has so often been heard and scoffed at. i 
If the sight of graves and the presence 
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of death does not bring us to God, it 
will drive us into the grasp of the devil. 
If we can stand by a coffin and medi- 
tate frivolity or guilt, we must have 
thoroughly overpowered our reason. If 
we can stoop to remove a pall, as I 
have witnessed without these walls, 
with levity and jesting, that jesting is as 
frightful as the laughter of a madman: 
it is the harbinger of eternal ruin. 

Let us not praise the goodness of the 
dead, for there is but one good, even 
God. 

And let us not add to the repulsive- 
ness of death by threats of its uncer- 
tainty and terrors. 

But there is one pure and simple 
duty of religion, which, without formally 
kneeling down in prayer, or invoking the 
name of Christ, He will look down on ia 
compassion, and render efficacious to 
salvation — the indulgence of our natu- 
ral affections — the play of those genuine 
feeUngs of gratitude and sorrow, which 
iod intended to encourage, because 
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he gives us occasions to improve them ; 
and which, if we vent them in his sight, 
will soften our hearts for heaven. When 
we hear of the distresses of others, who 
shall be cold and unmoved ? Whea we 
have ourselves lost a friend, shall we not 
lament his departure ? 

It is indeed ditEcult to feel for those 
who dwelt under a different roof, the 
same as when a blank is formed in our 
own domestic circle, and a face removed 
by death from our own fireside. And 
regret for the loss of our friends is too 
often the offspring; of our selfishness, 
and measured by a false estimate of 
their benefits. When our own personal 
comforts are diminished by the death 
of our neighbours, when the merciful 
who are taken away were merciful in 
the distribution of charities, which miuis- 
tered to some frivolous pleasure, or some 
bodily want, the tears which are shed 
upon their graves are real and sincere. 
And many, very many of these, which 
commanded respect, as they indicated 
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gratitude, the course of one short day 
has brought under my own observation, 
since the event to which I am alluding 
was made known to the faraibes upon 
families whom it has deprived of a 
benefactor indeed. 

But there are benefits still greater, 
and a connection more touching, which, 
if your minds ever have dwelt upon the 
interest most affecting in life, must 
spread over our prayers this day the 
same depth of sympathy and sorrow, as. 
when the members of one common family 
first meet together again, after the loss 
of a parent or a head. For do not 
believe for a moment, that he to whom 
your souls are entrusted, stands to you 
in any other light, or views you with any 
other feelings. Be not misled by the 
falsehood, which makes the ministry of 
God a business of sordid calculation, or 
the care of men's salvation a task of 
indifference or repugnance. There are 
hours, for we are but men, when we fail 
in our duties, and relapse into neglect — 
s3 
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there are mmisters^ for the numher is 
large, who may look upon, their flods: 
Mrith a feeling of less affection^ or coq:- 
ceal the real warmth of their interest, 
beneath a cold, perhaps a harsher^ ex- 
terior. But the great body, especisdty 
of those who in this age are devating 
their youth to the discharge of this 
awful responsibility, do not, and cannot 
undertake it, without a deep and parental 
anxiety for the souls, which are placed 
beneath their care. Do you think that 
we can stand before the altar of God, 
and pledge ourselves in the face of 
heaven, to all the solemn offices of a 
Christian ministry, and yet feel no band 
upon our conscience? Do you think 
that Sabbath after Sabbath we can 
stand here as your guardians and ad* 
visers, and yet be insensible to your 
welfare ? Do you believe that when tl^ 
book of God is open day and night 
before us, our eyes are blinded not to 
read that your salvation is dependent 
upon us, and your blood will be required 
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at our hands? Or do you feel that the 
fatherless and the widow, the weak on 
whom violence is trampling, and the 
blind whom false guides are betraying, 
have a claim, which you cannot resist, 
upon the whole of your sympathy and 
assistance; and yet feeling this in your- 
selves, and knowing it to be wrapt up 
in our nature, do you think that our 
hearts must be hardened when we enter 
into the service of Christ ; that we have 
no pity for those who, living without 
God in the world, have no father in 
heaven to protect them — those whom 
their sins are tormenting, as demons 
hang upon their prey— those whom 
their ignorance is misleading into the 
gulf of the bottomless pit, and without 
our support and correction must perish 
in eternal destruction ? Your zeal would 
be supported in the protection of an- 
other, by the fear of an account to be 
demanded, and a punishment to be in- 
flicted for neglect. And for us there is 
a judgment to come, when God will re- 
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demand his talents, and they who return 
them unimproved will be cast into outer 
darkness. Your efforts would be en- 
couraged and inspired in ministering to 
the happiness of others, by the prospect 
of rewards to be attained, and the know- 
ledge of the blessings you conferred. 
And of us, when the thrones are set, 
and judgment given, they who turn 
many to righteousness shall shine as the 
stars above, and half the enjoyment of 
heaven will be the gratitude of those 
whom we have brought there. 

It may be that these motives are 
powerless. It may be that things and 
feelings, which are as oceans in the 
business of the world, are but as drops 
of water when we enter into the service 
of Christ. Cases may be recalled where 
these words may seem belied, and those,, 
who know nothing of religion, may per- 
suade you that such as profess it, when' 
they become its teachers, cease to be 
men. But if indifference to the happi- 
ness of their flock, if any thing but a pa- 
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rental affection prevails in others, it was 
not so in the mind of him, who preceded 
and entrusted you to me. It was not 
indifference to your welfare, which made 
him sacrifice a weak body, and an anx- 
ious mind in the care of your salvation. 
It was not indift'erence to your welfare, 
which sent him out under every uneasir 
ness of sickness and domestic ties, and 
inclemency of weather, to administer in 
the cottages of the poor all the offices of 
Christian benevolence. It was not in- 
difference to your welfare, which watched 
over the education of your children, di- 
rected institutions for your sick, sup- 
plied by a voluntary toil the wants of a 
distant congregation, and laid the foun- 
dation of a plan, in which all those 
wants will be relieved by a regular and 
permanent worship. And it was not in- 
difference to your welfare, which when 
sickness was tearing him from the home 
he was never to see again, in the midst 
of distraction and disease, would not 
commit you to a stranger; but busied 
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itself with a restless anxiety ia search- 
ing for one, in whose hands he might 
hope you would be safe; loading me 
with plans for your good; renewing his 
injunctions and advice even in the mo- 
ment of departure ; feeding his mind 
upon a foreign shore with the thoughts 
of those whom he had left ; and en- 
treating when stretched upon his death- 
bed, to be assured by me of your hap- 
piness and improvement. 

A nd do not believe that the hours which 
he devoted in the cause of your salvation, 
hours which he might have withdrawn 
from all his anxieties and toils, and ex- 
tended to a tranquil old age in the 
bosom of his family and his country, 
were seasons of peace and enjoyment. 
Do not think that his burden was light, 
or his labour indolence. It is indeed no 
painful task to perform the service of 
the Sabbath-day. There is nothing but 
satisfaction in directing your prayers; 
and nothing but cheerfulness in encou- 
raging your duties. But it is not on the 
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Sabbath-day, nor in the house of God, 
that the pain and suifering of a Chris- 
tian ministry are felt. It is not that 
duty which many might perform as well, 
and any without a feeling to endear it, 
for which you owe your gratitude. It 
was in the cottage of the poor, amidst 
the sufferings of sickness, by the death- 
bed of the sinner, that he was seen most 
often, and known most fully. None but 
those who follow him will learn the ex- 
tent and multiplicity of his exertions. 
None but those who have heard the 
blessings upon his name, and witnessed 
the tears at his death, can estimate the 
feelings which hallowed them. And if 
we search for the good which they pro- 
duced, let us look at the field of his 
labour — its size, its difficulties and evils; 
and then judge of the activity and zeal 
of that single hand which has preserved 
it in regularity and goodness. I am the 
fittest person not to exaggerate his ex- 
cellence, but to state simply and barely 
the truth. And with as much sincerity 
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as pleasure I declare, that into whatever 
cottage I have gone, and circumstances 
have taken me into most, there traces of 
his steps have appeared; some additional 
comfort, some means of improvement, 
some memorial of gratitude, or some 
fruits of his instruction, in an enlight- 
ened or repentant mind. Without any 
domestic cares, such as his, to distract 
attention; without any continued disease 
preying inwardly on the spirits and the 
strength, I have estimated my diligence 
by his, and been dismayed at the amount 
of my neglect, when compared with the 
amount of his exertions. These were 
the duties which exhausted an anxious 
and susceptible mind; duties, remember, 
without praise, and beyond reward, but 
full of the acutest pain and most sicken- 
ing labour. And when you hear of the 
luxury and ease which is allotted to the 
minister of religion, or think lightly and 
carelessly as a friend of him whom you 
have just been deprived of, consider the 
scenes into which they lead, and the 
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feelings which they cannot but excite. 
Are you called day after day to visit in 
their own homes the haunts of the pro- 
fligate and the wretched? Do you go 
from family to family, to see misery 
which you cannot relieve, and hear la- 
ments, which you can answer only by 
advice, which they will not obey ? Do . 
you know the hopelessness and despair 
of finding the grossest depravity dead to 
its own guilt ; callous to all fear of the 
future ; trusting to God's mercy without 
a dread of his justice and anger ; de- 
luding its own soul by excuses and la- 
mentations, which you know to be false- 
hood and folly ; or lost in habitual igno- 
rance, or some sudden stroke of disease, 
and gazing with a stupid indifference on 
your prayers and instructions, without 
an ear to listen or a heart to be touched? 
Have you learnt to distrust the vows of 
your fellow men, by finding again and 
again the resolutions of sickness vanish 
in the moment of recovery — instructions 
pretended to be felt when the eye was 

T 
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wandering and the thought busy not 
upon religion, but on some scheme of 
hypocrisy or extortion — facts, which you 
knew to be true denied with an un- 
blushing hardihood — censures endea- 
voured to be shifted by betraying others, 
and widening the scene of iniquity, or 
the door closed upon your steps and 
the feint of repentance and gravity 
abandoned for ridicule and laughter? 
And if we cannot fully understand the 
nature of these trials, till we have souls 
committed to our own care, there are 
other scenes into which we all may fol- 
low — scenes which by their terror and 
suffering are eras in the lives of others^ 
but made the daily task and occupation 
of the minister of religion. When all is 
prosperity and health, his presence ex- 
cept as an ordinary formality is never 
required, and his voice never wished to 
be heard but on the passing occurrences 
of life. To many he is wholly un- 
known, and an unwelcome visitor to 
more. But God smites you down upon 
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the bed of sickness ; that bed which the 
friends of this world daie not approachi 
for which they have no consolation, the 
sight of which but terrifies and sickens 
them. And you continue in suffering 
and fear ; repining for the follies of this 
life instead of preparing for another, 
till the symptoms of death gather thicker 
upon you, and those who minister to 
your body answer your anxious inquiries 
with evasions and admonitions for com- 
posure, and you feel that the end is ap- 
proaching; and when life can no longer 
be retained, you prepare reluctantly to 
die. You demand the presence of that 
friend, who, as the servant of a better 
and Almighty friend in heaven, will not 
desert you even in this hour of distress. 
And he comes but often and often to a 
scene of terror, in which, without giving 
life to others, he submits to worse than 
death himself. He listens to the long 
black catalogue of unrepented crimes, 
lie tears open the wounds which have 
been closed ; and can form not a hope 
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of your safety, except from the anguish 
which he causes. He hears the terri- 
fied demand if God can yet have mercy. 
He watches the wasting disease, and all 
the loathsomeness of death. He holds, 
as I have held, the hands of an agonized 
sufferer, shrieking for relief to man^ and 
not to heaven. He hears the faint efforts 
at prayer wander off into fatuity and 
raving. He witnesses the tortures of a 
guilty soul distracted with its horrible 
delirium. And he commits the dying 
spirit to the hand of its Maker, and the 
last relics of mortality to the grave, 
amidst tears, and terror, and anguish; 
uttering indeed with his lips the hope 
of a glorious resurrection ; but not 
daring to trust his heart with think- 
ing on that fate which has been sealed 
for ever and ever. These are the duties, 
which that friend who is now himself 
departed in happiness and peace ful- 
filled for your sakes, and never aban- 
doned for his own. These are the 
scenes from which he never shrunk in 
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the bosom of a happy family, and the 
comforts of a luxurious home. These 
are the trials, which consumed a body 
long since strickened by death, and 
days numbered for the grave. 

I have no flattery for his memory — 
no exaggeration for his virtues — no wish 
to deny his failings. And it is happy 
for those, who like me, have learnt what 
has been lost, less by his own society 
than by the testimony of others, and 
c?in see in his recent fate nothing but 
an earlier anticipation of heaven, with- 
out feeling the misery of an object ob- 
literated from our earthly affections. 
But you, who have shared in his bounty, 
and profited by his toil, may well la- 
ment a blow, which has deprived you of 
such a friend and insti'uctor. If his 
place is supplied by his equal, both in 
temporal advantages and in Christian 
spirit, you will indeed be blest ; but the 
blessing you will little deserve if you 
have no tears and no gratitude for his 
memory. 

t3 
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It has pleased God to remove him in 
his youth — before his promises of utility 
were fulfilled, or the children who de- 
pended on his protection could know all 
the value of a parent. And to those 
whose soul is on the earth, who see 
nothing beyond the darkness of the 
grave, and know not of any heaven, in 
which the hearts which were united in 
God will be reunited for ever and ever, 
his death may seem untimely, and the 
dispensation of Providence a hardship. 
But the hand which seals up our lives 
for the day of retribution and reward — 
which closes our hour of trial, and re- 
moves us to heaven or to hell, cannot 
take us hence with caprice, or err in the 
beings which it marks. When all that 
our existence contained in the foreseen 
dispensations of God has been fulfilled 
by us, when our work has been com- 
pleted, and our souls fitted for their fate 
hereafter, then, and not before, if poor 
miserable man may dare to judge the 
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system of God, we are removed from 
this earthly prison. Let us not call his 
end untimely, or regret the shortness of 
that career, which no man to whom it is 
prolonged ever wishes to retrace upon 
earth. When our youth has been con- 
secrated to God, and the only happiness 
of our nature which is pure and good, 
we have found to be imperfect in this 
world, and only to be consummated in 
another, why ask for a lingering age, 
whose evils may all be escaped, and 
whose blessings may all be anticipated, 
if we crowd into the vigour of youth the 
duties and virtues of a life ? 

He might indeed have died in his own 
native soil, and beneath his own che- 
rished roof. We might have brought 
him within these walls where his voice 
was so often heard : and laid him in the 
ground, close to his own home, and fol- 
lowed by his own flock, with the lips of 
the children whom he taught, to sing his 
funeral hymn, and the blessing of the 
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poor whom he fed, to hallow his narrow 
grave. But he expired in a foreign coun- 
try, where there were none to know his 
worth; and the last simple rites of a 
Christian burial were performed by the 
hands of a stranger, amidst the cold and 
wondering looks of those from whose 
religion he dissented. And we might, 
if his mortal life had terminated here 
where it was passed, while we closed 
all our sorrow for the dead with the 
thought of his rest in heaven, have con- 
soled the living whom he has left, by 
the expression of our sympathy and sor- 
row. But even this is now denied us. 
And we can but unite our prayers, to that 
God who never turns away, that he who 
protected the fatherless and the widow, 
may never want a friend to discharge 
the same duty of a Christian, when his 
own children are without a father, and 
his own wife a widow. To Him ia 
whose hands they are safe, and who dis- 
poses all the trials of this life to our 
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benefit and good, let us commit them 
with confidence and hope, that we may 
see the mercy of God shown unto the 
third and fourth generation of one who 
loved and served him as a faithful ser- 
vant, and be united all of us hereafter in 
another world never to be parted again. 
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Luke xxii, 19, 20. And he took bread, and gave 
thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 
This is my body which is given for you : this do in 
remembrance of me. Likewise also the cup after 
supper, saying. This cup is the new testament in my 
blood, which is shed for you. 

Every one who has thought on the sub- 
ject must have been struck with a pe- 
culiar tendency in all systems of reli- 
gion to ceremonies and mysteries. We 
are not to suppose that this tendency 
was given to them by the mere arbitrary 
invention of their several priesthoods. 
It arose from the natural constitution of 
man in all ages and countries. Any 
exclusive privilege, any knowledge im- 
parted to some and concealed from 
others, is gratifying to the little vanity 
of our hearts. It is a great instrument 
of power over ignorant minds ; and be- 
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fore Christianity was known, it was 
perhaps a necessary means of preserv- 
ing the knowledge of some truths, which 
would otherwise have been scattered 
and lost. 

For the numerous ceremonies, which 
have generally encumbered religion, we 
are likewise indebted to the universal 
principles of our nature. We long to 
break up and relieve the dreary mo- 
notony of life, by at least the periodical 
recurrence of some new and awakening 
change. The commencement of any un- 
dertaking — the return of certain anni- 
versaries — the occasion of any feeling 
different from our ordinary tone of mind 
— any excuse whatever for placing our- 
selves in a new position, or calling up 
new sensations, we eagerly seize and 
gratefully acknowledge. They are, as 
it were, resting places in our journey 
through life ; and give us many mo- 
ments, which otherwise we should never 
possess, for looking back upon the past 
aad forward to the future — for calculate 
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fore Christianity was known, it was 
perhaps a necessary means of preserv- 
ing the knowledge of some truths, which 
would otherwise have been scattered 
and lost. 

For the numerous ceremonies, which 
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are likewise indebted to the universal 
principles of our nature. We long to 
break up and relieve the dreary mo- 
notony of life, by at least the periodical 
recurrence of some new and awakening 
change. The commencement of any un- 
dertaking — the return of certain anni- 
versaries — the occasion of any feeling 
different from our ordinary tone of mind 
— any excuse whatever for placing our- 
selves in a new position, or calling up 
new sensations, we eagerly seize and 
gratefully acknowledge. They are, as 
it were, resting places in our journey 
through life ; and give us many mo- 
ments, which otherwise we should never 
possess, for looking back upon the past 
aad forward to the future — for calculate 
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ing the progress we have made, and cor- 
recting any faults into which we have 
imperceptibly diverged. Every one also 
must have observed in religious systems 
the union of ceremonies and mysteries; 
by which two principles of our nature 
were gratified at the same time. And 
no one would therefore be surprised to 
find in Christianity similar institutions 
and a similar union. The real subject 
of surprise is, that it contains nothing 
of the kind — no ceremonies and no mys- 
teries. • Remember we are speaking of 
mysteries, as the term is commonly used 
to imply some knowledge which was 
communicated to a few, and veiled from 
the many. The Bible does indeed con- 
tain mysteries in another and improper 
sense of the word. It tells us many 
facts which we cannot explain — and can 
only assent to. But these facts are as 
dark to the wisest as to the most ignorant 
among us — to the best as to the worst 
of Christians. They are unintelligible 
not to any particular men— but tp hu- 
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man nature in general. And they are 
left unintelligible because ttieir practi- 
cal effect upon the heart is perfectly in- 
dependent of our ability thoroughly to 
explain them— and the practical effect 
is all which the Gospel requires. 

The Bible also contains no commands 
for the celebration of peculiar ceremo- 
nies. It lays down certain general rules 
for the regulation of our hearts and af- 
fections ; but the exterior forms and 
ordinances which were to give effect to 
these laws, it has left to the judgment 
of man, to be modified and applied 
according to the alteration of circum- 
stances. As no regular assemblages 
can be brought together for any pur- 
pose, and no body or society subsist 
without some established formalities, 
we have gone back to the earliest and 
purest period of Christianity, and co- 
pied from it, under the sanction of the 
Apostles and their successors, those 
outward institutions which were best 
adapted to the character of the Gospel 
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and our own temporal condition. And 
no church was ever so happy in the 
pure, simple, and beautiful ordinances 
of its public worship, and internal regu- 
lations, as a society of Christians. 

You are probably surprised to hear 
it asserted that the Bible commands no 
ceremonies, when two institutions of 
the most sacred nature, and deepest 
efficacy are enjoined in it under the 
most solemn circumstances — Baptism^ 
and the Supper of the Lord. That a 
religion adapted like Christianity to 
every want and desire of the human 
heart should give us something to gra- 
tify our natural inclination for extraor- 
dinary celebrations and ceremonies, is 
by no means wonderful. But it is won- 
derful, and a proof of infinite wisdom, 
that the forms selected for this purpose 
are totally different from any which the 
human reason would be likely to devise. 
They cannot, except by a great perver- 
sion of the word, be termed ceremonies. 
They impose no restriction iipon dress, 
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or posture, or time; or place. They 
contain nothing new, uncommon, or far- 
fetched. They take from common life, 
and our every-day habits, two of our 
most simple and necessary actions, and 
consecrate them to the service of reli- 
gion — the washing with water, and the 
tasting of bread and wine. 

We all know the superstitious forms 
and criminal delusions with which, in 
former days, an ambitious and artful 
priesthood perverted and obscured the 
simplicity of these holy rites. At the 
present day we can look back with 
wonder to the ignorance of a former 
age. But human nature is still the 
same. There is now as then the same 
inclination to believe in mysteries, and 
give validity to ceremonies. And the 
degree of error among all, and of super- 
stition among the poor, on the subject 
of that sacrament in which we are now 
about to participate, is far greater than 
those can imagine who look no deeper 
than the surface of society. The com- 
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mon feelings of our nature have in this 
case been assisted even in the present 
day by certain external circumstances. 

We celebrate the Supper of the Lord, 
rarely and periodically. And these fixed 
and unfrequent returns of any action; 
however simple, invests it with some- 
thing of an uncommon and mysterious 
character. We celebrate it with closed 
doors, when but a part, and too often a 
very small part, of the congregation re- 
main to partake of it. Our forefathers 
were so long engaged in disputing on 
its nature, with those who believed it 
to be a perpetually repeated miracle; 
that they transferred from the language 
of their adversaries many dark and awful 
expressions, which are likely to mislead 
us in our notions. The words of Saint 
Paul, which, with an anxious caution to 
guard against impiety, have been em- 
bodied in our Church Service, have been 
understood by many to apply too gene- 
rally, to other persons, and other sins, 
and other condemnations than those 
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which the Apostle intended. And many 
good men, who were anxious to embrace 
any opportunity of impressing deeply 
on the minds of others the sentiments 
of religion, have recommended and pro- 
vided a long course of jirevious prepara- 
tion for those who would come fitly to 
the Lord's table. All these things have 
concurred to render the celebration of 
the sacrament, in the minds of many, 
something very different from the sim- 
ple, beautiful, and afltecting rite in- 
tended by the Bible. We come to it 
with trembling and awe. With our 
minds strained and discomposed by an 
unusual eft'ort of feeling and attention. 
Many are deterred from communicating 
at all. Still more from frequently re- 
newing what can never be renewed too 
often. And there are thousands, I trem- 
ble to say it, who after neglecting every 
duty of religion through a careless or pro- 
fligate life, cling to a last expiring and 
solitary participation in the Lord's Sup- 
per, as if it were a charm to keep off that 
ij 3 
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evil spirit which lies waiting for their 
souls; or an expiation for all their of- 
fences. But Christianity has no, charms 
and no solitary formalities to require as 
duties. It is the religion of the heart ; 
and if our hearts are not right with 
God, nothing we can do will bring us 
to heaven. Do not suppose that the 
Bible was given to man, or that Christ 
came down upon earth merely to reveal 
some secrets which otherwise we never 
should have known, or to enforce some 
laws which man had learnt to neglect. 
It conveys to us no knowledge, it con- 
tains no fact, it commands no duty, 
which does not necessarily and system- 
atically conduce to a much higher and 
happier purpose — to gratify our innocent 
desires — to purify our nobler afFectiions 
— to bind us all together, and each of 
us to God; to make the world one great 
home where we may live in peace and 
love ; to fill our life with gladness and 
comfort, and fit us for that heaven, of 
which earth, when we dwell on it with 
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God, is a faint but no faithless resem- 
blance. The same feelings which spring 
up round our own domestic fireside — 
the same wishes which our reason would 
frame for those who are nearest to our 
bosoms: — the same fondness with which 
we cling to a dear but mortal friend — 
the same calmness which falls upon our 
hearts when the world threatens nothing 
for the future, and remorse brings up no- 
thing from the past — Christianity de- 
mands and promotes. Nobler objects, 
safer enjoyment, more perfect tran- 
quillity it does indeed secure. But it 
is real, quiet, natural, and domestic in 
all its habits and relations. It calls 
God our father, and Jesus Christ our 
brother, and the angels our friends. It 
brings us all to the house of prayer as 
to a social and affectionate assembly ; 
and when it invites us to the Lord's 
table, be assured it never speaks with 
any other voice. It never intends to 
terrify, disquiet, or inflame us. 
- I know I am not using the language 
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in which this holy celebration is gene- 
rally spoken of by others. But per- 
haps our own hearts may sometimes 
teach us more than all the wisdom of 
man. And my experience may not be 
very different from yours, if I say that 
such language when too fervid and ex- 
alted, does not come home to our bo- 
soms, and chills instead of kindling our 
emotions. It is a great mistake in many 
good men to suppose that the feelings 
of others can be excited by the enthu*- 
siastic expression of our owai^ or by re- 
presenting as a duty to the reason, what, 
if it rises at all, must rise spontaneously 
from the heart. The words of the Bible 
are cool, rational, and tranquil — never 
enthusiastic or exaggerated. They never 
bid us feel — because the command itr 
self would destroy our capability of feel- 
ing. They never exact an extraordinary 
glow of devotion — because the very ef" 
fort to attain, and the disappointment 
at not experiencing it, distract and 
deaden our thoughts — because our na- 
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ture cannot sustain a tone too elevated 
long, without sinking back into apathy 
— because God demands not moments, 
but a life of religious feeling — because 
when we fail in the emotion we soon 
rest content with the language of ado- 
ration. And OUT hearts become most 
cold when our lips are most full of fer- 
vour. And because the employment 
of such language is as dangerous to 
others as to ourselves. It disgusts those 
who before were but indifferent to reli- 
gion. It chills and repels even more 
the. Christian whose feelings are the 
same, /but perhaps less exalted, than 
bur own. It cannot always be sup- 
ported without degenerating into the 
symbol of a party. It must sometimes 
be sadly belied by the discordance of 
our earthly actions. And then, the 
worst of all, the Christian is denounced 
as a hypocrite, and religion slandered as 
delusion. 

The Bible never speaks of holy rap- 
turies, of religious ectasies, of agonies 
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of contrition, as necessary to any act of 
worship, as pleasing to God, or bene- 
ficial to ourselves. Calm, deep, awed, 
and lasting impressions, tears tluait start 
only to be checked, sorrows that hide 
themselves from every eye but one, joys 
that our sins have tempered, with no 
unpleasing sadness, hopes that look 
down upon us from heaven to keep us 
steady and contented in our labours, 
are the fruits of that spirit which is all 
meekness, gentleness, and peace. * And 
the God who made our hearts and gave 
to us the Bible as their key, knew best 
the way to reach them. It is by a short 
and simple tale — a tale of a good and 
glorious Being, who left a dwelling of 
great happiness to come down and live 
upon the earth— by at few plain stories 
of the g*ood he did— of his advice to his 
friends, of his affection for children, 
of bis anger against the cruel and hard- 
hearted ; of his healing and teaching all 
who came to him, of his having no home 
to go to, his being rejected by his kins- 
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men, persecuted by his countrymeD, 
and b^rayed into the hands of his ene- 
mies by one of his own companions. 
It tells us also of a great agony which 
he endured when deserted by all his 
friends, and preparing for death — of his 
being kept a whole night in great suffer- 
ing at the mercy of some soldiers, who 
amused themselves with spitting on and 
scourging him ; and it tells us that he 
was then tajcen away and nailed upon a 
cross, and after hanging there in great 
torment, and uttering only one horrible 
cry to God, who he thought had de- 
serted him — that he died. All this we 
are told he endured for our sakes, be- 
cause he loved us, to save us from great 
misery. on earth and bring us to dwell 
with him in heaven. And but one re- 
quest he left us before he died — that we 
would at times meet together and break 
bread and drink wine in remembrance of 
him. 

If you . do not believe this story to he 
triie, do npt come to church — do not 
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call yourself a Christian — do not dare 
to intrude yourself among those who 
meet together to obey this dying com- 
mand of a dear friend, knowing that he 
is still in the midst of them, and will 
one day be restored to their sight* 

If you do believe it, that is, if you 
really suffer your mind to dwell upon 
and admit it, and yet feel no more than 
you would at any common tale — you 
have great cause to be alarmed at your 
condition. There must be some very 
strange and frightful disorder in your 
heart, something very unnatural. Be 
assured you are in great danger. And 
nothing but the spirit of God can re- 
store you to a sound state of mind. 

But if you do believe, and do feel— 
and belief and feeling when we rightly 
understand the words can never be se- 
parated — if you really turn to that great 
Being with gratitude and affection — if 
you find great indignation, perhaps some 
terror, rising up in your hearts, when 
you think of the persecutions he sof- 
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fered; if you would willingly resemble 
him — gladly call him your friend- 
readily go to him for those blessings 
and comforts which he is every moment 
waiting to grant when we but ask; if 
you look with bitter regret and deep 
sorrow, and great fear of falling back 
again, upon those sins which he abhors, 
and to wipe out which he suffered all 
those torments ; if you love him so that 
all his friends are yours, and because 
they are his; if when you have so much 
need to be forgiven you cannot but for- 
give others, and cannot feel malice or 
hatred when engaged in a work of affec- 
tion — your hearts are in a right state, 
you are not far from the kingdom of 
heaven. It will be a great happiness, 
and a great benefit, to kneel down be- 
fore the altar with so many who feel as 
you do; and with quiet and tranquil 
gratitude to bless God for his past mer- 
cies, and pray him to give you his 
spirit, not for the performance of a cere- 
mony, but for the feelings which bring 
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you to its celebration. I am speaking 
now to those who really look with plea- 
sure to the administration of the sacra- 
ment, as a solemn but joyful occasion 
of renewing their vows to their Saviour, 
and casting themselves under his pro- 
tection. Do not, if such are our senti- 
ments, do not let us be alarmed or dis- 
tracted by those occasional wanderings 
of thought, which no place and no oc- 
cupation can entirely prevent, which are 
caused by the natural constitution of 
our minds — which, if we repel when 
perceived, as we shall struggle to check, 
so God will pardon and prevent ; and 
which the oftener we communicate will 
less frequently return. 

Neither let us be disheartened if our 
feelings are of a calmer and softer tone 
than we may think the celebration re- 
quires. If they are pure, they must be 
calm. If they are deep and lasting they 
cannot be raptures. The indifference, 
the coldness, the deadness which Grod 
abhors, and from which our hearts re- 
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volt, are not the errors of a moment, but 
the complexion of our whole lives. Our 
feelings are not always in our power; 
external circumstances, bodily affec- 
tions, a thousand little things over which 
we bave no controul, may render ub in-' 
capable for the time, of that devotion 
which we would long to pay. Do we 
desire to love our Saviour— do we feel 
great pain at our own insensibility — do 
we make every effort to remove it — do 
we pray to God (it is the easiest, the 
beet, the most natural effort) to turn 
our hearts and give us the affections we 
would cherish — these are the tests of 
our feelings — the questions we may 
safely demand when we fear that our 
presence at the altar may offend God 
by our indifference or coldness. 

And when you would endeavour to 
feel, may I give you one advice, to be 
followed as your own experience sug- 
gests — do not go to books, which en- 
deavour to rouse your emotions by long 
descriptions of our Saviour's sufferings. 
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by violent appeals to your conscience, 
by heated language, or enthusiastic ex- 
clamations. Go to your Bible. Be as- 
sured God knows best how to touch 
your hearts; and if this were the place 
or occasion, you might be shown a ■wis- 
dom surpassing man's, which has con- 
structed the whole history of our Lord's 
life and passion, short, simple, and aa- 
tural as it seems, so as to act insensibly i 
upon every good principle in your na- 
ture. Go to your Bible ; and no human 
words will be wanting to produce the 
effect you desire. 

Another remark which I almost fear 
to make, because it may be liable to 
perversion, I trust you will apply with 
caution. 

We are told by the Apostle, and the 
words are repeated in our beautiful 
Church Catechism, as in the Service of 
the Communion, that we must examine 
ourselves carefully before we eat of that 
bread and drink of that cup. The whole 
subject of self-examination, with all the 



errors to which it is liable, and the 
benefits we derive from it, would re- 
quire a separate consideration. The 
fault which I would allude to now, as 
connected with the state of our thoughts 
during the celebration of the sacrament, 
is the dwelling too much upon our par- 
ticular past sins. Our minds are very 
weak, and easily polluted ; and it is the 
object of religion and the will of God, 
not to make us miserable or torment us 
with remorse ; but to purify our souls,' 
and make them inaccessible to every 
evil thought. The end of repentance is 
to fly from sin. And if when looking 
back to our past lives every fault and 
mistake, and careless word, and guilty 
action, as they arise fill us with pain 
and make us tremble to sin so again, 
let us dismiss them as soon as possible 
from our memory, lest even the process 
of examination and the pain of remorse, 
introduce and fix in our minds the re- 
collection of past guilty scenes to harass 
our worship and defile our hearts. That 
X 3 




which we have dwelt upon much will 
frequently recur ; its recurrence in any 
shape is full of danger, and the very 
thing which God wishes to prevent. If 
our thoughts were always pure, our ac- 
tions would never be unholy. And we 
sometimes run the risk of defiling, by 
the very attempt to cleanse them. Many 
good persons (who do not perceive that 
the involuntary intrusion of bad thoughts 
into the very sanctuary of God results 
from a law of our nature, and that if 
they appear only that we may loathe 
and abhor them God will never he 
angry), have been tormented with great 
anxieties to find even their holiest de- 
votions interrupted by sinful imagina- 
tions. Let us never think of sin, let ua 
fly from every place and every person 
that brings it to our mind, let us cry to 
God for assistance the moment that it 
appears in our hearts, and we shall soon 
exclude it from our memory. If we I 
hate sin, there is no necessity to dwell 
on it. We only dwell on it to see its 
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deformity, to learn to hate it. When 
the end is attained we do not require 
the means which are full of danger. 

And the last observation I shall make 
is one that we all need, at all times, and 
on all occasions.— It is, that the best, 
the only mode of coming to the Supper 
of the Lord prepared both in heart and 
soul, is to live as if every day was a 
Sabbath, and every meal a Communion 
— a Sabbath not of indolence and gloom, 
but of quiet and holy enjoyment' — ^a 
Communion not of rapturous emotion, 
but of calm and steady gratitude to God, 
a£Fection to man, fuU of innocence, 
cheerfulness, and peace. God has given 
us certain periods, and peculiar celebra- 
tions, to relieve the sameness of life, to 
awake us if relaxing in our efforts, and 
to invigorate us if weary. But certain 
periods, and peculiar celebrations, will 
not form our habits, or fit us for heaven. 
Starts and intervals of holiness, sudden 
changes, momentary resolutions, are not 
the fruits of the Gospel, nor anticipa- 
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tions of heaven. The more our feelings 
at the altar differ from those of common 
days, the more we feel obliged to have 
recourse to a strained and artificial ex- 
citement; the less we feel at ease and 
repose as we should do in our own 
homes, and in the bosom of our family, 
the farther be assured we are from that 
general and uniform temper of mind 
which Christianity commands us to cul- 
tivate. The early Christians scarcely 
passed a day without communicating 
together. We pass, it is a great mis- 
chief, many days and many months 
without any such blessing. Do not let 
that which is an evil in itself, become 
greater by inducing us to fancy that a 
few occasional acts of devotion will ad- 
rait, without retribution, long intervals 
of carelessness or sin, 

I have spoken to those here present, 
who come gladly to the Lord's Supper, 
and as frequently as opportunities per- 
mit. There may be some who are de- 
terred from it by a scrupulous and 
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alarmed conscience ; let them be as- 
sured, if they do but wish to leave tlieir 
sins and cling to God, there is nothing 
to dread. Their very fear is a proof 
that they may come with safety and 
great good. 

And there are others, I fear, very dif- 
ferent ; to whom 1 can say nothing. 
They call themselves Christians, and 
frequent the house of God, and intrude 
their careless thoughts and their voices 
which have no meaning, where it is but 
a mockery to heaven and a deadly sin, 
which they will soon, God only knows 
how soon, be called upon to expiate. 
They profess to follow Christ, and his 
easiest command, the duty most be- 
neficial to theraselves^that duty which 
will bring upon their heads the blessing 
of God both in this world and the next, 
they will not perform. Let them be- 
ware, lest when they turn away their 
faces from the altar and quit these walls, 
leaving with them God and their Saviour 
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all who are preparing for heaven, in that 
moment God should turn away from 
them^ and that sentence be passed upon 
their heads which shall shut them out 
for ever from the commynion of saints 
hereafter. 
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John vi, 53. Then Jesus said unto them, £x<- 
cept ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you. 

It is not very long since, on nearly the 
first time of my addressing you, that I 
endeavoured to bring your attention to 
a duty which we shall soon be called 
lapon to perform again — attendance at 
the Lord's table. I then directed your 
minds principally to the mistaken opi- 
nions sometimes entertained respecting, 
the feelings with ^hich we should cele- 
brate this holy rite. I told you that it 
was not necessary to feel unusual en^ 
thusiasm or raptures, to be distressed 
at occasional distractions of thought, or 
be alarmed even at an involuntary re- 
collection of sin, if in the bottom of your 
hearts you felt your entire dependenpe 
upon your God, an earnest desire to be 



240 SERMON X. 

made better by his grace, sorrow for 
your past offences, and charity towards 
your neighbours. On the Sunday fol- 
lowing, n^any more communicants re- 
mained to partake of the sacrament 
than I understand is usual in this pa- 
rish. And I would entreat all those 
who did remain, to examine the state 
of their own hearts and their conduct 
since that time, and observe if they have 
not experienced the comforts and ad- 
vantages which God has promised to all 
those who eat bread and drink wine in 
commemoration of the death of his Son. 
I need not repeat to them that instead 
of fearing to weaken our religious im- 
pressions by communicating too often, 
it is at once our interest and our duty 
to come before the Lord's table as fre- 
quently as we can. We should never 
omit an opportunity of doing that which 
God commands. And the greater the 
interval which falls between these cele- 
brations, the less benefit we are likely 
to derive from them. 
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On the second Sunday after Christ- 
mas-day the Sacrament, by God's bless- 
ing, will again be administered, I trust, 
to as numerous a congregation as were 
assembled on the last occasion. No 
one, I am sure, who remained then will 
turn away now. And I will only pro- 
mise thera, from that God who never 
fails his faithful servants, that when 
again we meet before him in the spring, 
if we are not before that time summoned 
to his presence in another world, they 
will find a still greater improvement in 
their characters and happiness — still 
greater controul over their evil passions 
— still more comfort and enjoyment in 
life — still more fervent hopes of being 
united for ever to their Saviour in the 
kingdom of heaven. That there have 
been moments of weaker devotion, oc- 
casional relapses into sin, many faults 
committed, and many duties neglected, 
since last we met, we may well expect. 
But do not be misled by that pernicious 
notion too common among Christians, 
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that every sin committed after the re- 
ception of God's holy spirit is unpar- 
donable, or a sign of our reprobation. 
Relapses, indeed, we may well dread, 
and earnestly pray to escape. But no 
man becomes wholly good at once. The 
conversion of the heart is a slow and 
gradual process. And he who has bade 
us forgive the offences of our brother 
even to seventy times seven, will not 
turn away from us when we come to him 
after every fall, with deeper contrition, 
more earnest prayers for forgiveness, a 
keener sense of our own infirmities, 
and a firmer confidence in his mercy. 

This I hope will be sufiicient for those 
who have already complied with the 
dying request of their Lord and Mas- 
ter. 

But there are, I am sure, within these 
walls many, who although they have re- 
ceived the rite of Confirmation, and there 
solemnly renewed in their own persons 
the promises and professions made for 
them at their Baptism, have not yet dis- 
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charged this duty, wiilioiit which we 
are indeed but half Clirlstians. There 
are two sacraments in the Church, two 
rites ordained by Christ himself, and 
binding upon all his followers. One is 
administered to us when we are infants, 
before we are sensible of the blessings 
to which it entitles us. To the other 
we are not admitted initil we can choose 
for ourselves the path we wish to follow, 
and are able to reject by our own deli- 
berate act the promises which God has 
annexed to its due performance. We 
acquire indeed the name of Christians, 
that name which no one in this con- 
gregation would not be terrified to find 
denied him, while yet we are infants. 
We cannot fully become Christians by 
partaking of the body and blood of 
Christ until we are mature in age. 
Only suppose for one moment that we 
were not baptized till we could come 
ourselves to the font. And how many 
would turn away from it as they now do 
from the Lord's table, with the same 
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fear, the same frivolous excuses^ the 
same hardened indifference. How many 
among us would be heathens in name 
as well as in conduct. How much more 
alive we then should be to the real state 
and danger of our souls. 

And now let rae solemnly charge and 
warn you in the presence of your God, 
and in the face of your neighbour — let 
me warn all of you who are able to 
come to the Lord's Supper and will not 
come, that every time you turn away 
from that holy table you are turning 
away from your Saviour. It is my part 
to tell you of your duty, to caution you 
against its neglect, to remind you of the 
infinite blessings which you reject and 
despise when God sends out his ser- 
vants to call you to his marriage feast, 
and one goes away to his farm, and an- 
other to his merchandise. I have done 
so more than once in another place. I 
have spoken to many of you separately 
in your own houses. None are igno- 
rant of the course you ought to take. 
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None are without the means of obtain- 
ing information on the nature and ob- 
ject of this rite. If any find a diffi- 
culty which he cannot comprehend, or 
any scruples of conscience which it may 
be necessary to remove, he knows where 
he may apply, and where his inquiries 
and doubts will be met with the sin- 
cerest pleasure, if the result be but what 
it should. It is of little use to have a 
minister always amongst you, whose 
whole time and thoughts are yours, if 
yoii will not make use of him. And be 
assured, in nine cases out of ten, yoii 
must come to him. He cannot pene- 
trate into all your wants, lie cannot 
act the spy upon your cottages, or dis- 
tract his attention, amidst such a num- 
ber of persons intrusted to his care, by 
separate admonitions on this subject. 
You must come to him either fur books 
or personal advice, if you have any 
doubts to be removed. And if you still 
continue to cherish scruples which from 
this place you have been told are fri- 
Y 3 
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volous and false ; if you make no effort 
to bring your minds into a quiet and 
rational frame ; if you will not come to 
the Sacrament from foolish and childish 
apprehensions ; or in the sinfulness of 
your hearts will not adopt the only me- 
thod by which they can be purified, I 
say it with great awe, your blood must 
rest upon your own heads. 

Let me once more repeat to you the 
nature and meaning of the Lord's Sup- 
per. We all know that eighteen-hun- 
dred years ago, when the whole world 
was full of wickedness and misery, there 
was born into it, about this season of 
the year, and amidst many wonderful 
miraculous appearances, a Being who 
displayed a power which none but God 
could possess, by working miracles — 
healing the sick — restoring the lame, 
and raising the dead. We know that 
his whole life, a life extending to not 
more than the half of man's usual ex- 
istence, was spent in doing good, in 
preaching to the poor, and in preparing 
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his disciples to spread his name and 
doctrine over the whole earth. We 
know also that in God's appointed time 
to fulfil the purpose for which he came 
into the world, he was betrayed by one 
of his own friends, and delivered up to 
the malice of his enemies ; that by them 
he was tortured, mocked, and nailed to 
a cross, on which he yielded up the 
ghost in prayer for his ignorant perse- 
cutors. That this Great Being might 
have saved himself from this painful and 
ignominious end — that he might have 
called to his assistance a legion of an- 
gels, no one can doubt. That he did 
not, is a proof that some awful and mys- 
terious object was to be accomplished 
by his death. And every one who hears 
me knows as well as I do, that this ob- 
ject was to save all of us from the pu- 
nishment due to our sins. It was to 
free us from the power of Satan, and 
open to ns the kingdonn of heaven. He 
died for our sakes ; and the night be- 
fore he died he commanded all his dis- 
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ciples, all those who then attended his 
steps, and in them all who should after- 
wards bear his name and claim the pri- 
vilege of his death, to meet very often 
and eat bread and drink wine in remem- 
brance of him. This is all very simple, 
very touching, and very easy. 

But besides this we learn from the 
Scriptures, that thus to eat bread and 
drink wine is attended with no ordinary 
benefit. Any common commemoration 
of such a scene and such a friend, as it 
excites our gratitude, our awe, our re- 
pentance, and our love, must be fraught 
with infinite good to our souls. Any 
thing which purifies our aflPections ; any 
thing which brings us closer even in 
thought to that Being whose creatures 
we are, must fit us for his happiness 
hereafter, as it brings us even here into 
that humble, affectionate, and sensible 
temper of mind, which makes life full 
of comfort and peace. But this is not 
all. 

*' Except we eat the flesh of the Son 
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of man, and drink his blood, we have 
no life in us." 

We do not exactly understand how 
our bodily life is supported. We know 
that without food it soon perishes, and 
death follows. But there is besides this 
a life of the soul. Even the full mean- 
ing; of these words, so often alluded to 
in the Bible, we do not comprehend. 
It may be that something is contained 
in them much more obvious and literal 
than we are apt to imagine. But it is 
sufficient for us to take the expression 
in its usual sense. Do you know what 
it is for a soul to be dead, or dying, in 
this life? I will tell you. It is to have 
a cold and insensible heart ; to be de- 
void of natural affections ; to have no 
innocent cheerfulness and joyousness 
of spirit; to look round upon the world 
and see nothing in its whole compass 
but anxiety and care ; to find day after 
day dawning on us without bringing 
any comfort or refreshment to our feel- 
ings; to discover, as we advance in life. 
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that its charms die away ; to look back 
oa all that is past without a wish to re- 
trace it again — and see the grtve draw- 
ing near to us every day without any 
preparation for that hour which we dread 
to meet, though we cannot .postpone it. 
Are there not many, very many, in this 
congregation, whose souls are thus dead. 
But there is another death of the soul 
which is even worse. I entreat all of 
you severally to recall to your minds 
some occasion when you have fallen 
into sin. Place yourselves back upon 
the moments when you were yet strug- 
gling with temptation — your thoughts 
distracted between good and evil — your 
conscience dragging you one way, your 
passions another — one voice within re- 
minding you of heaven and a judgment 
to come, another endeavouring to de- 
ceive you by excuses which you knew 
to be false, yet had not courage to re- 
ject. You have felt it, I have felt it ; no 
man living upon the earth has not felt 
it. And I tell you, that to be dying in 
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our body — to be distracted by a mortal 
disease, aad to feel th,at we were sink- 
ing into the grave reluctantly but with- 
out help, were less pain and less mi- 
sery, than to suifer this conflict of our 
souls, and find ourselves falling into 
guilt, loathing but unable to escape it. 

Is this a life which it is good to live; 
or is death a repose and bed of rest 
from all this tumult and distress — a 
paradise to such an existence? But this 
is not all ; there is the preparation for 
sin — a long, painful, miserable balanc- 
ing between our appetites and our duty. 
And there is the sin itself. Let the man 
come forward to whom even the enjoy- 
ment of sin is not full of bitterness or 
gall — who is not forced into it rather by 
some painful craving beforehand than 
by deliberate choice. Is there any one 
here—is there any one in the whole 
world who wishes to be wicked— who 
would willingly be drunken, or dis- 
honest, or unchaste, or passionate in his 
temper, or a blasphemer of his God ; 
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who is DOt so, if such be his miserable 
lot, solely because he cannot find strength 
to turn away ? Let me very solemnly 
and honestly warn those especially 
among you who are young lite myself, 
and whom to see regularly on every 
Sabbath filling the galleries of this 
church, and showing that they have the 
good sense to understand their duty, 
and the manliness to discharge it, is, I 
vpill candidly say, the most gratifying 
recompense which it is possible for the 
labours of a clergyman to receive — let 
me entreat them to put this question, if 
the doubt ever should occur, to the 
drunkard or the profligate, and aslt 
them, if indeed it be happiness to live 
in such sins or in any other sins — if tbey 
would not be good if they could— if 
death itself were not better than a life 
thus spent in debauchery and wicked- 
ness. I say nothing of the misery which 
follows. If there be a pleasure in sin, 
it is put forth on the face of society. 
We hear the loud and boisterous laugh. 
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the bold defiance of law, the careless 
mad abandonment of all the restraint, 
which, painful as it is sometimes, is all 
which prevents us from becoming sa- 
vages and brutes. Let us go together, 
and see these miserable men in their 
own homes. When the brief and bit- 
ter joy is gone, follow the spirit of a 
guilty man into its own narrow cell — 
pale, sickening, shivering, bowed down 
with shame and sorrow, startling at every 
sound, terrified with the future, and mi- 
serable at the past^ — be assured if God 
in his mercy would remove the veil from 
our hearts, and show them to us but 
for a moment, as his eye alone beholds 
them after the commission of crime, 
there would be no more crime com- 
mitted in the world. 

Is death a proper word to be applied 
to such a condition? Shall we reject 
or despise the means of restoring our 
souls to life. But do not believe that 
to be holy, and pure, and religious, is 
merely to be free from these miseries. 




[ have told you what is the meaning of 
a dead or dying soul. Let me tell you 
what is the life which God only can im- 
part to them. It is to be cheerful, joy- 
ous, and at peace with others and our- 
selves ; to wake in the morning with 
a light and TJgorous mind ; to fee! an 
interest in life without aoy fear of 
death ; to be open to all the good and 
natural emotions, which when our hearts 
are pure are awakened by ouriutercourse 
with friends and with God. It is to 
dwell in the light of our Creator ; to 
see him in all his works ; to be humble 
and contrite in his presence, and yet 
conscious of his mercy and forgiveness 
through the merits of One who has paid 
the penalty of our offences. It is to look 
back upon the past without remorse, 
and to anticipate the future as a pros- 
pect by God's assistance of continual 
improvement in good, and a progressive 
increase in that peace and happiness, 
which when the grave closes upon our 
heads, will be fulfilled for ever and ever. 
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If that state of our body be sicknesg 
and death, which fills us with pain, dis- 
quietude, and fear — are not our souls 
dead when care, and guilt, and remorse, 
are devouring iheni hour after hour? If 
our bodies are then full of life, when 
strong in health and full of enjoyment, 
shall not our souls be alive when all our 
feelings are pure, and all our thoughts 
peace ? 

But except we eat tlie body of Christ, 
and drink, bis blood, we have no life in 
us. Remember, by these words it is 
not meant that the bread and wine 
which we receive at the altar are more 
than mere signs, or tokens, of that spirit 
which is communicated to our souls 
when we receive the Sacrament. Re- 
member, also, that the mere reception 
of these outward things is nothing with- 
out a proper disposition of the heart. 
"It is the spirit that quickeneth, the 
flesh profiteth nothing," said onr Lord ; 
" The words that I speak unto you 
they are spirit and they are life." That 
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is, if you come to my table with a firm 
belief that I have died to save you from 
your siiia — if you put your whole trust 
in your God — if you earnestly desire to 
obtain his grace, and become his chil- 
dren, that grace shall be given you ; 
and by it your souls be quickened, or 
made alive, restored to their purity and 
innocence, and perfected in all happi- 
ness and goodness. 

It is very true that where the out- 
ward rite cannot from circumstances be 
celebrated, God will look upon the tem- 
per and frame of mind with as much 
compassion, and reward it as fully, as 
if the ceremony itself was performed. 
But when we can come to church, and 
can discharge our duty, and yet turn 
away from the Communion deliberately 
and obstinately, it is a proof that we 
have not the will to come to God ; and 
be assured he will not come to us. 

This is the last time that I shall re- 
mind you of these awful considerations. 
You must severally make up your minds 
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whether you will still continue to dis- 
obey a positive command of your God, 
or will endeavour as well as you may, 
to comply with it now, and repeat it on 
every occasion which may happily be 
offered. 

Some among you are parents ; and 
one idle excuse which I hear from them, 
is that they fear to attend the Sacra- 
ment, because their minds are engaged 
in worldly anxieties, sometimes irri- 
tated at their children, and likely to be 
guilty of peevishness and anger even 
after its celebratioQ. To them there 
is one answer — Are worldly anxieties 
sources of enjoyment; or are they great 
misery? Do you wish to be free from 
them? If you do, you must come to 
the Sacrament; because God, and none 
but God, can remove yonr ditficulties 
and soothe your care, by giving you 
confidence in his protecting hand, who 
watches over the destitute and the poor. 
If your daily pursuits are those of an 
honest, respectable industry, be assured 
z 3 



I 



368 SERMON X. 

you may bring them before God as a 
sacrifice of your labour to him, and an 
offering well-pleasing in his sight. If 
they are wicked and dishonest, you 
have the more need of obtaining assist- 
ance to remove at once the necessity 
and inclination which leads you into the 
path of sin. You lament over your own 
hasty temper, and acknowledge it to be 
wrong. Do you expect to cure it when 
abandoned to your own infirmities — or 
can any other hand make you whole 
but that God's to whom you will not 
apply? You fear lest after the Sacra- 
ment you should relapse into the same 
faults. Do you expect that one celebra- 
tion, whenever it takes place, is to make 
you perfect in a moment; and no more 
struggles be required to wipe away all 
your faults? Remember, from this place, 
in the presence of God, I have told you 
that these excuses are idle and frivolous 
words — that they will not hold you clear 
before his tribunal. If you will persist 
in them, do not accuse your minister 
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(^ permitting you to remain in blinds 

' There are others among you who will 
not come to the Sacrament because lOf 
their hearts they are not Ghristians^^' 
because their minds are too absorbed in 
the vanities of this life to think of an« 
other-^-^'whO} in all probability, are ho-< 
nest in their dealings, free from any 
grofts profligacy, and content them^ 
selves, as I have often heard it ex*^ 
pressed, with the hope, that at the day 
of judgment God will receive them intd 
his ' kingdom, because they have done 
wrong to no man. 

Let me tell such men openly and can^ 
didly, in words which perhaps may star- 
tle them, that they have no title or pre- 
tension whatever to the name of a 
Ohristian, any more than a man who 
having been born by accident in this 
country should abjure all allegiance to 
his kingi and fight the battles of a fo- 
reigner, could be entitled to the privi- 
leges of an Englishman. That the one 
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has been admitted to the name of a 
Christian by baptism, and the other 
been born in England are alike advan- 
tages, the result of others care, and to- 
tally useless, unless other things be 
added from their own will and exer- 
tions. I would not recommend any 
man in this condition, however sober in 
his conduct, honest in his dealings, 
punctual in bis attendance at church, 
and clear in his blinded conscience be^ 
fore God and before man, to believe 
that if at this moment death placed him 
before the judgmeut-seat of Christ, he 
would be in any other condition than 
that of an unconverted heathen— per- 
haps in a worse. 

What are his feelings towards God, 
what is his conduct towards his Saviour 
— are the questions which each must 
ask at his own heart before the name' 
or the badge of Christianity can avait 
us aught. And while we refuse to do' 
that which is but a solemn profession of 
our faith and trust in Christ — while we 
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will not bind ourselves to his service by 
that rite which he has solemnly en- 
joined upon all his disciples — are we 
Christians ? 

But I fear that to reason with such 
minds, till God wakes them up himself 
by some terrible stroke, is idle and use- 
less. And to God's hands I must com- 
mit them, praying that when he does 
please, if such should ever be his will, 
to interpose his hand, it may be in mercy, 
and not in judgment. 

I will make but one more allusion to 
those whom I have mentioned already; 
to those who in their youth and strength 
are not ashamed to serve the God who 
made heaven and earth, and not de- 
sirous of postponing to a miserable old 
age, those habits and feelings of religion, 
which are the life, the honour, and the 
happiness of every reasonable man. 
They will not think it words of course 
to repeat again, that their regular and 
attentive respect for divine worship is 
more than enough to repay any trouble 
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or any anxietyr*-that whaterer blessing 
it may be to keep any human being in 
the way to heaven, . or bring him back 
from the gates of hell — that Uessing is 
greatest when it lights upon: the young, 
respectable, industrious man ; . wba. re* 
quires but the spirit of religion to ani* 
mate and comfort him in life^ that God 
may look upon him with love, and man 
with admiration and envy. Do not 
think that religion is the busioefis of a 
weak head, or an enthusiastic heart. 
Do not imagine that it was made, as 
some cold and hardhearted men woi^ 
persuade you^ for those whom ia our 
folly we sometimes are inclined to think 
light of — for women and children. It 
was made for man — cool, sound-headed, 
discriminating man — for man^ in the 
pride of his strength, and vigour of his 
judgment. It is not fancy, not a dreaiD» 
not an attempt to keep you steady^in 
duties which are merely for the inter- 
ests of your country. Churches have not 
been endowed, or ministers appoiuted. 



or religion made the object of so many 
laws and provisions enacted by the 
wisest of Englishmen, merely to pre- 
serve you in order and decency by the 
tenors of a mighter Being. We who 
wish, and all who ever wished to benefit 
you and mankind, woidd bring you to 
your God as humble and affectionate 
Christians, because to be such is to be 
happy and contented, and respected ; 
because without it the world would be 
a desert, and life a curse ; because when 
learning, and wisdom, and experience, 
have all been exhausted in searching 
after truth, this fact has met us in 
every place — that to be happy we must 
be religious, and religious as the Bible 
appoints. When wicked and foolish 
companions would call your fear of God 
cowardice — ask if He is not to be feared 
who can destroy both body and soul. 
When they tell you that judgment and 
hell are yet afar off— answer them that 
your minister deters yon from sin not 
so much by the terrors of another world 



as by the miseries of this, those miseries 
which all have felt who have fallen into 
crime, those miseries which they who 
tempt you best know to be full of gall. 
You are not like the idle, careless, pro- 
fligate Sabbath-breaker; your hands are 
not polluted with the fruits of idleness 
or dishonesty. You are not the igno- 
rant vitiated creatures whom society 
views with suspicion, and is lifting up 
its arm to chastise. God has placed 
you in a high and noble position in so- 
ciety, if in giving you but your daily 
bread he has made you by your con- 
duct respectable in the eyes of all 
who know you ; and placed within the 'I 
reach of your good example any sin- j 
gle being whom your advice or in- || 
fluenee may bring to heaven. Do not, 
in the name of God, throw away his 
mercies and his service. Do not turn [ 
away from his ordinance as if it were 
fit only for a death-bed repentance. Do 
not refuse that aid which he has most 
solemnly promised to all who come to 
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fafiita As his children. I entreat yon, Ml 
of ydu, who have been fitted for it By 
the rite of Confirmation, to come to tKfe 
L^rd^s table. Before that time we shall 
be called to celebrate the birthday of 
Otir Ldni, and our entrance on another 
year. Oan there be a fitter opportunity 
for renewing our efforts for amendmeilt, 
for consecrating to our Maker and our 
Saviour all that remains to us of life— 
of ^making ourselves, by his assistance, 
like him^-^humble as he who was laid iti 
^ manger at his birth — innocent as he 
who was guileless as a babe, and died 
without a taint of sin. 
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Acts xxiy, 25. And as he reasoned ci righteous* 
ness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix 
trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time ; 
when I have a convenient season, I will call for 
thee. 

In a country not fietr from this, where 
there are many h^h mountains cayered 
with snow, it is a very common thing 
for great torrents to rush suddenly down 
and destroy every thing in the valleys. 
In this country there lived three poor 
men. And a messenger came to them 
one day in great haste, to tell them that 
a torrent was coming. One of them be- 
lieved it, and took his wife and chil- 
dren, and all that he had, and escaped 
to the mountains. The second believed 
not, and continued in his house. The 
third saw the flood descending, and said 
to himself, I will wait till it comes close 



— I will remain to-day in my cottage, 
and fly away to-morrow. In that hour 
the flood came down, and they were 
both drowned. 

And there were once three men lying 
sick with a deadly disease. And a 
friend came and brought them a medi- 
cine which he said would cure them. 
One took it and was made whole. Of 
the other two, one cast it to the dogs ; 
the other put it aside, saying, I will 
continue sick this night, and will take 
it to-morrow. And in the same night, 
the angel of the Lord smote them dead. 

And there was a father who had three 
sons extremely poor. And when he 
was dying he told them to go and dig 
in his field, and they would find a great 
treasure. One went and dug, and found 
the treasure, and became richer than 
all the kings of the earth. The second 
laughed his father to scorn. And the 
third said within himself, I know my 
creditor is coming and 1 have nothing 
to give him ; but I will wait for a while, 
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and let the treasure remain. And soon 
after his creditor came ; and when he 
went to dig, the treasure was all gone, 
for the robbers had taken it. And his 
adversary cast him into prison. 

When Jesus Christ was upon earth, 
he spoke to the Jews in parables, be- 
cause the things which he had to say 
were new and strange, and thus their 
hearts were hardened. And we who 
are his servants, must sometimes speak 
to you in parables (which are not, alas! 
like his), because the things which we 
tell you are old and common, and for 
this reason you do receive them. I 
need not explain to you that by the tor- 
rent coming down from the mountains, 
I meant the wrath of God against all 
sin and wickedness. And by the good 
man's medicine, the word of God which 
he has sent to your bedside by the hands 
of his ministers, and in his own written 
book. And by the treasure which the 
father gave to his sons, that greatest of 
all treasures, which He who made us 
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has told us where to find if we will but 
dig, and told us it when dying; upon 
the cross. I need not ask you either, 
which of these men you would wish to 
have been ; or which you think most 
foolish and most wicked — those who be- 
lieved not, or those who believed but 
did nothing for their own safety. 

We are very apt to console ourselves 
with looking round upon the world, and 
finding other persons who are worse 
than ourselves. And there are very 
few now hearing me, who would not 
be very much grieved, and very much 
alarmed, if they fancied themselves in 
a worse condition than the wicked and 
hardened unbeliever, who never comes 
to church, and never hears the name of 
Christ but to mock and blaspheme it. 

Now I do not wish to terrify any one 
of you — I never have. For it is much 
better that you should come to God, 
because you love him for all his goodness 
to you ; that you should come to him, 
because he loves you very dearly, and is 
A a 3 
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your Father as you are his children, than 
that you should approach him with dread 
and trembling, because you are afraid of 
his vengeance. But I do desire so- 
lemnly and seriously to put home to 
you a few simple questions, and with 
the greater anxiety in proportion as the 
time draws near when I shall no more 
be able to speak to you. And I entreat 
you most earnestly to let your hearts 
answer them with the same seriousness 
and simplicity. I will not conceal from 
you (I have said so before), that I put 
them with sadness and hopelessness of 
heart; and with very, very little thought 
that many of you will either listen to 
or obey them. For you have heard them 
often and often. And every Sabbath 
that has passed, and every grave that has 
been opened in your sight, would have 
knocked at all your hearts, and made 
them answer if there had been any 
thing within but a careless, dead, and 
frightful indifference to the real ob- 
ject of your lives. For I speak of you 



now, as I should speak of the great 
bulk of mankind, and of any congrega- 
tion where I might happen to be pre- 
sent. There are, indeed, among you, 
some to whom these words are needless 
— who have already escaped to the 
mountains — who have already taken 
their medicine— who have already dug 
for their treasure, and become exceeding 
rich. But you would be very unlike 
the rest of the world, and this place 
would be a Zoar in the wilderness, and 
your minister indeed happy, if when 
he falls down before his Master's feet 
to give an account of his stewardship, 
he could do it with perfect gladness and 
thankfulness ; and not with the weary- 
ing, and sad, and bitter reflection, that 
he has but few souls to bring before his 
Lord — that he has prayed, and knelt, 
and threatened, and promised ; and some 
few have heard him gladly, and some 
few have scoffed and mocked ; but the 
greater, the far greater number, have 
answered to him in the words of Felix, 
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"Go thy way for this time; when I 
have a convenient season I will call for 
thee." 

It is to this last class that I now ad- 
dress myself, for the last time — to all 
those who are yet wavering and halting 
between two opinions— to all those who 
are in their lips the servants of God, 
and in their hearts the slaves of Mam- 
mon — to the half, nominal, worldly- 
minded Christians — to those who ac- 
knowledge that godliness is great gain, 
but who take no trouble to attain it — to 
those who come to God with half their 
hearts, as Ananias and Sapphira came 
to the Apostles with half their money — 
who think to content him with an out- 
ward service of the lips and the knee, 
and reserve some darling sin in their 
souls, thinking that God will not know 
it, or if he knows will not deal hardly 
with their weakness — to all those, in 
short, who without casting off the name 
and the hopes of their faith, have not 
yet resolved to take up their cross, to 
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quit every thing for Christ, to give up 
to him houses, and land, and children, 
and friends, and to love him with all 
their hearts and all their souls, and all 
their strength, and their neighbours as 
themselves. To all these there is one 
question frequently put; and if fear 
could change your hearts, there would 
be no need of any other — Which is the 
greatest sinner — which is the most har- 
dened offender- — ^which the most likely 
to be eternally reprobate — which the 
most worthy of God's awful judgments 
—the man who knows not God, and will 
not acknowledge him, or he who can 
enter into this holy place and hear His 
will, and fall down before Him, and call 
him Lord, and then with the word of 
prayer in his mouth, go back like a dog 
to his vomit, to blaspheme His name 
among sinners, and to make them think, 
as they do, that religion is a mere ex-* 
ternal show, and Christ but a word of ] 
delusion? I also would ask you this 
question, but that I know it is useless. 
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I know that fear and terror, even the 
terror of eternal death, is weak and 
powerless over your hearts; that you 
have ten thousand means of driving it 
from your thoughts — that when it rises 
up before you in solitude and sorrow, like 
an awful vision, you turn away your eyes 
and will not behold it — that you say to 
yourselves, " My sins are not so great; 
my life will be lengthened. God will 
give me other times, and more conve- 
nient seasons for repentance, I will 
come to him when I am sick and dying, 
and he wilt then receive me into his 
kingdom." And then comes the fear- 
ful delusion, that your day of conversion 
is not yet come; that God is very mer- 
ciful ; that he will not punish us for 
ever; that it may be the preacher is 
not right; that when God wills it, he 
will turn you to him without any eflFort 
of your own; and all the other lies of 
the human heart, which make the an- 
gels in heaven to tremble, and the very 
devils in hell to laugh with derision. 
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But I will put you anotber question, 
which you may be more inclined to au^ 
swer. I will tell yoa what it is to be ' 
sorely sick ; and you shall tell me whe- 
ther you are not so. There are diseases 
of the body which are hard to bear, but 
the death to which they lead is a refuge 
and a place of rest. And there are 
diseases of the soul, which are moro 
hard to bear, and the death in which they 
end is everlasting torment. The health 
of the soul is to be happy, and the sick- 
ness of the sou! is to be wretched and 
miserable. It is to like any thing which 
brings us pain ; to fee! any want or de- 
sire which we cannot satisfy ; to be 
hungry after things which when we have 
eaten we are hungry still ; to have nd 
hope of good coming to us, or if we 
have hope, to be daily and hourly dis- 
appointed ; to be liable to pain, and 
poverty, and want, or to be perishing 
beneath them and have no comfort ; to 
long for some dear friend, who will love 
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us and whom we may love, and know 
of none in the whole world ; to clingj 
like drowning men, to some one being, 
whom we do love, and feel that the next 
moment may carry him away from our 
arms; to fall at night into some grievous 
sin, and to wake in the morning with 
a dead and heavy heart, groaning over 
the pleasure that is past, and the pain 
that passes not ; to feel that we are in 
the grasp of a deadly habit, and be 
dragged away day after day loathing 
and weeping over onr helplessness, and 
have no one to deliver us from the body 
of this death. It is to feel envy, and 
hatred, and jealousy, and anger, and 
fear. It is to be scorned by our fel- 
lows ; to be trampled on by the proud 
and the rich ; to be at the mercy of 
cruel and hard-hearted men; to know 
not what the next hour will bring forth ; 
and to have no one to feel, or care, or 
watch, or fight for us — no one who will 
support us in our sufferings — no one, 
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poor as we are, to make us one day 
richer than princes. This is a sore sick- 
ness. Is it yours ? 

When that great and good Being, 
who came down from heaven for our 
salvation was yet upon earth, we are 
told that one day when great multitudes 
of people were following him to be 
cured of their diseases, a certain woman 
which had an issue of blood twelve 
years, and had suffered many things of 
many physicians, and had spent all that 
she had and was nothing better, but 
rather grew worse, when she had heard 
of Jesus, came in the press behind and 
touched his garment — for she said, " If 
I may touch but his clothes, I shall be 
whole ; and straightway she was healed 
of her plague." 

If this poor woman had been like you, 
she would have said in her heart, ** I 
am indeed very sick, and have no hope. 
And I know that Jesus Christ can cure 
me. But he is in the midst of a crowd ; 
and it will be hard to follow him— I will 

B b 
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remain this day in my sickness^ and will 
go seek him to-morrow." And that hour 
would have gone by, and have never re- 
turned. 

God in his mercy forbid that to any 
soul among us, this hour, in which Jesus 
Christ, the same Being who came down 
from heaven, the same Being who cured 
this poor woman, in here in the midst 
of us, looking into the heart of every 
one among us, touching you it may be 
with some thought of Grace^ holding 
out his arms to receive you if you will 
but come to him, and promising .never 
to desert you — ^God forbid that this hour 
should pass away to any one of you, 
and should never return. There is no 
press here — no difficulty to fight with — 
no fear of repulse — no doubt of a eure 
— none, if you will but cry to him, that 
he will heal and save you. One prayer, 
one earnest prayer, that be will take 
you to him wholly, and fully, and for 
ever; that he will rescue you from every 
sin, from every evil passion, from jevery 
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single thought, and affection, that is not 
tixed upon him ; and, I do not say that 
you will never have to struggle more, 
but I do say, that every struggle, as it 
comes, will be lighter, and easier to 
bear — I do say, that God will be with 
you in ail your conflicts and temptations 
— I do say that he will cure you of aJI 
your sickness — I do say that he will 
make you in his own good time happy, 
thoroughly and completely happy : happy 
as the day is long ; happy in your goings 
out, and your comings in : happy in 
all your trials and all your adversities : 
happier than any king upon earth. If 
you doubt your own disease, and God's 
remedy, you may go to others who have 
done, and are doing, as you are doing 
now, and ask them what they would 
feel, if they thought to continue for ever 
in their present deplorable state ; if they 
had no hope of changing at some more 
convenient season ; if the angel of God 
were to descend at this moment in the 
midst of this church, and pronounce 
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what already perhaps has been written 
in the book of judgment, " He that is 
unjust, let him be unjust still; and he 
which is filthy, let him be filthy still ;" 
and let no more chance be -given of 
repentance. It is an awful, a most aw- 
ful sight, to see a soul tampering and 
playing with eternal death, as if it were 
a toy or a bauble, to be cast down or 
taken up as it may happen. It is as 
terrible as the stupidity of a madman, 
or the drowsiness of a poor wretch when 
we thunder at his door to warn him 
that his house is in flames, and he will 
not be roused. And it would be very 
hard to believe, and scarcely possible 
to explain, if it were not for a fearful 
truth which God has revealed to us in 
his word. 

If Christ be really among us at this 
moment, putting into your hearts good 
desires, rousing up your firmness and 
strength, calling to your mind the time 
when you were young, and innocent, 
and happy, and the friends who are 
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now gone, but who told you often and 
often what I am now repeating — if 
Christ be indeed endeavouring to bring 
you to himself, there is also another 
being, who is your deadly enemy, stand- 
ing at your sides, and tempting each of 
you to harden your heart, and turn 
away your ear, 

I will tell you the thoughts which he 
is at this moment suggesting to you. 
He whispers to you, that these words are 
words of course, that they are part of a 
minister's duty, that in my heart 1 do 
not believe them. And I answer you 
this. That when I speak to you, when- 
ever I have spoken to you before, of 
Jesus Christ, and of your own souls, 
and of a judgment to come, there are no 
truths in the whole compass of human 
knowledge so sure and so certain — that 
I talk to you of your sickness, and en- 
treat you to be cured, because I too 
have been sick like yourselves, and God 
has been pleased of his infinite mercy 
so to restore me, that far as I am from 
15 b .3 
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health, I have no other temptation to 
live, but the hope of being one day 
made whole — that I call on you to put 
your trust in God your heavenly Father, 
and to come to him for all your wants, 
because I never asked him for a single 
thing in my whole life, which either he 
did not give me, or which afterwards I 
was not thankful he refused. He tells 
you it is a hard thing for God to demand 
your whole hearts, and your whole lives. 
And I tell you that were it not so, we 
should indeed be miserable ; that the 
Lord our God is a jealous God, because 
he loves us ; and if he loved not us, we 
never could love him. He tells you that 
the cross of Christ is hard to bear — and 
I tell you that it is hard indeed, when 
we take it up with the wish to lay it 
down ; but with a willing and devoted 
soul it is lighter than a feather. He 
tells you that the path to heaven is dark 
and gloomy — and I swear to you, by 
that great God whose minister I amj 
that it is full of light, and pleasantness, 
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and peace. He tells you that the six 
days of the week, and the cares of life, 
and the tumult of the world, are the 
only realities which concern you— and 
I bid you think of your death-bed and 
your grave. He tells you that the step 
you are to take is a great and important 
work (and it is so indeed), that it re- 
quires preparation and thought ; that 
you cannot hastily, and at a moment, 
give up your all and follow Christ— and 
I tell you that it wants no preparation, 
but a sense of your own misery and 
helplessness; that you cannot do too 
hastily what you never will repent of. 
He tells you that you have worldly 
cares to settle, worldly friends to part 
from, to take a last farewell of some 
darling sin, that you must go and bury 
your father, and then come and follow 
Christ — and I tell you, let the dead 
bury their dead; let all that is worth- 
less in the world perish without a 
thought ; and all that is good will be 
preserved to you, blessed, and multi- 
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plied, and hallowed. He tells you, do 
it to-morrow — and oh! my friends, I 
tell you that thousands and thousands 
have listened to him, and ere the mor- 
row came their souls were required of 
them. I tell you that if you come not 
now, you never may — if you will not be 
converted in the house of God, yoii wiH 
not be converted amidst the cares of the 
world — if the tree shoots not out when 
the dew of heaven is upon it, how shall 
it spring forth in an exceeding drought? 
No, not to-morrow; but this day^ this 
hour, this moment — Shall it not be so ? 
And now, knowing that God is looking 
into your hearts at this instatnt, that 
Jesus Christ your Saviour is here in the 
midst of us, that innumerable eyes of 
angels are fixed on you, waiting per- 
haps in painful silence the answer, on 
which is to depend the safety of a hu- 
maa soul, I will give you a space that 
you may lift up your hearts in silence 
to your heavenly Father and tell him 
what you have resolved on. 
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I am soon about to quit you. And 
we may perhaps never after that meet 
again, till we stand naked and trembling 
spirits before the judgment-seat of Christ 
—I to answer for what I have spoken 
during the time I have been here, and 
you for what you have heard. Let one 
who is not a stranger to 'you in the eye 
of the world, but is indeed your friend 
and brother in the communion of the 
same Lord and Saviour, put one more 
thought into your hearts before we leave 
these walls. In a few minutes this 
church will be deserted and silent, and 
you will have gone forth into the fresh 
air and open fields — I trust with a 
changed and sobered heart. When you 
pass through the churchyard and look 
down upon the graves of your friends 
and neighbours, they, I am sure, will 
remind you of the words you have this 
day heard. When you are come into 
your own homes, do not let the thoughts 
of other things, and Satan watching at 
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your side, steal them out of your hearts. 
Go and kneel down in your own cham^ 
bers, and pray God to forgive and to 
love you. When you see your children 
come round you, think that you are 
yourselves the children of God, and that 
he will love you as dearly as you love 
them. Think what you would feel to 
see those little creatures, for whom you 
watch, and toil, and suffer, refuse to 
love or obey you ; and remember that 
Jesus Christ died for you — and yet you 
have scorned and rejected him. If you 
have death, or sickness, or sorrow in 
your house, open your Bible and read 
of him who went about doing good, and 
healing all diseases, and know that he 
is still near you to heal and to save. 
If you have riches, sanctify your lives by 
gratitude to him who gave them. If 
you are poor, and sit down to your 
scanty meal without any provision for 
the morrow, remember that you have 
this day given yourselves to him who 



clothes the lilies and feeds the ravens ; 
and who, if you will but serve him, 
will never permit you to want. And 
when the world gathers round you 
again, and your old sins and evil 
thoughts are rising up in your souls, 
and bad or thoughtless men come to 
you, some to scoff at the preacher, and 
some to tempt you into wickedness, tell 
them, I entreat you, that you are not 
what you were — that you are no longer 
the slave of Mammon, but the child 
of God — that you are not your own to 
follow them, but Christ's, by whom you 
are purchased. Answer them with a 
firm voice and a fixed heart; and lift 
up your prayers to your Saviour, that 
he would strengthen you with his holy 
spirit, and shield you in all your tempt- 
ations, and keep you steadfast to your 
vow never to forsake him again. 

And be assured he will not turn away 
— be assured he never did turn away 
from any one who came to him. You 
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may not know how he assists you, but 
will feel your hearts gradually becom- 
ing purer and better. You will find it 
easier every day to fly from your former 
sins. You will become more quiet, 
more cheerful, and more happy ; less 
anxious about the morrow, when you 
know who it is that provides for you ; 
less lonely and friendless in the world 
when you think that you have a friend 
in heaven. It will be little loss to be 
neglected or scorned by bad men, when 
you remember that all the body of 
Christ's saints upon earth, and all the 
angels in heaven, pray for you daily in 
their hearts. Pain, and sickness, and 

• 

death, will lose their sting, for they 
will come from a hand that loves you. 
Every Sabbath that arises will be a day 
of peace and joy. And every work that 
you take up will be sanctified and 
blessed in your hands. And when the 
Sabbath of the grave is approaching, 
and that great Sabbath beyond it, in 
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which there shall be no more death, and 
no more sorrow, you shall lie down in 
the dust as you lay your heads this 
night upon your pillows, knowing that 
you will wake in the sight of God, and 
in the possession of His heavenly king- 
dom. 



c c 
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Acts xx, 28. Take heed therefore unto your- 
selves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church 
of God, which he hath purchased vdth his own 
blood. 

The first sermon which I ever preached 
among you» I preached from the same 
text which you have just heard. And 
on this, probably the last occasion when 
I shall address you from this place as 
your own minister, I cannot choose one 
more likely to prove beneficial to us all. 
I need not say that a farewell sermon 
is a most painful duty. To part, at all 
times, from those who have been con- 
nected with us by any ties either of 
friendship or of duty, or of both, is a 
great trial. But it is greatest when it 
involves the surrender of the most awful 
responsibility which a human being can 
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support; and the closing; of a solemn 
account, in which we are to clear our- 
selves with God from the blood of our 
fellow-creatures. Happily indeed we 
have been known to each other but so 
short a time, that we are spared from 
much of that distress -which a separa- 
tion from neighbours and from friends 
must and ought to produce. And I 
hope, from the circumstances of my si- 
tuation, to enjoy so many future oppor- 
tunities both of preserving the interests 
and attachments which liave been formed 
here even in so short a period, and of 
renewing our connection as members of 
a Christian church, that I can scarcely 
consider this day as the termination of 
my duties. When however we bring 
our labours to a close, and review in 
soberness and coolness all that has past 
since their commencement — when that 
which has been done cannot be undone, 
and that which has been omitted can- 
not be restored— it is indeed to any mind 
sensible of its obligations, and conscious 
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of its defects, a melancholy and alarm^ 
iDg moment. We have no right, within 
these walls, to allude particularly to our 
personal feelings. And I have no rea- 
son to suppose that you consider me 
more negligent than others in the dis- 
charge of this office. But the little we 
have done, and the much we have left 
undone, the souls we might have saved, 
and the minds we have led astray, it is 
for God and our own conscience to pro- 
nounce on. And it is in the sight of 
God, and under the reproaches of my 
own conscience, that I am now most 
anxious to impress upon us all the duty 
of "taking heed to ourselves, and to the 
flock which God has purchased with 
his blood," so as to escape henceforth 
from the most painful of earthly suffer- 
ings — the consciousness that by our neg- 
lect, or our faults, the soul of any hu- 
man being may have been endangered 
or destroyed. 

For we are not to suppose bec^Aise 
we are not all of us clergymen, because 
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we are not ail alike distinguished by the 
name, and entrusted with the obvious du- 
ties of ministers of God's will, and guar- 
dians of his people, that therefore any 
single individual, even the humblest and 
most ignorant, is removed from the neces- 
sity of watching over the spiritual wel- 
fare of others ; or from the terrors of that 
judgment when the talents entrusted 
to our care shall be re-demanded, and 
we shall be blest as we have blest, or 
cursed as we have cursed. It is indeed 
a most singular and mysterious fact, 
one perhaps opposed more than any to 
our natural expectations concerning the 
dealings of God, and which in this world 
we can never fully understand, that our 
Maker has placed us here so dependent 
on each other, not merely for assistance 
and support, but for the whole conduct 
and character of our lives. We are 
created and fashioned, purified or pol- 
luted, saved or destroyed, by the in- 
fluence and agency of our fellow-crea- 
tures. Children inherit from their pa- 
c c3 
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m&ts their bodily diseases, and their 
moral inclinations* The young imbibe 
from the old whatever feelings and opi-^: 
nions iJiey communicate in the proeess^ 
oi education. Friends form themselves 
after each other, as men dress tfaem-^ 
selves : in a mirror. The poor are led 
by the rich, the ignorant by the learned^ 
t^e humble by the great; and this not 
only by the open force oi interest os: 
persuasion, but by the secret, irresistf 
ible attraction of admiration or respect.: 
Even in the common daily intercourse 
of society we cannot speak or , act; 
scarcely even think or feel, without pro-^ 
ducing some change in .the minds xtf 
those around us either for good or (on 
evil. Those who have been able to exn: 
amine the nature of the air that;. wQ: 
breathe, and the ground on which ^wei 
tread, tell us that they arb' full of aoi't- 
mals, unseen indeed by the staked eye^ 
but as perfect in their formation,. land 
apparently as capable of enjoymentiiis 
those which God has subjected^ at iOiOKe 
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to our senses and our rule. They tel!' 
us, that at every step we take, and 
every time we breathe, we destroy mil- 
lions of living things— that the leaf we 
crush in our hands witbout a thought, is 
a city filled with inhabitants — that the 
water we swallow in a moment, is as an 
ocean swimming with monsters. And 
if it be necessary (and necessary we 
know it to be, because such is the fact, 
that living things should be thus created 
and thus destroyed), that we should 
possess such a strange and enormous 
power over the lives and fate of other 
animated beings, it may in some degree 
reconcile our minds to the exercise of a 
similar power over the souls of immortal 
men. But let us only suppose for a 
moment that our powers of sight were 
improved till the infinite number of sen- 
tient things which we now destroy with- 
out seeking to avoid, and happily with- 
out knowing it, became visible to the 
naked eye, and conveyed to us in their 
sufferings and destruction the same sen- 
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sations and impressions as those nobler 
and larger animals, whick W6 can 
scarcely bear to kill — what should we 
think of a man who conld walk, and 
breathe, and nourish himself^ with cai^^ 
fessness and indifference/ wh^ he saw 
himself surrounded by beings perisbk)^ 
every moment by his hand? JTThatido 
we say of men, whO' in the prei^nt 
happy imperfection of 6ur senses, cstii 
took unmoved and unappalled upon 
scenes of suffering and bloodshed, e^en 
when rendered necessary by; the laws 
of nature, and involving only those 
whom we are accustomed to compel 
as brutes ? Or what should we think 
and feel if God in a dispensation > ^f 
Wrath were to place over us^^any order 
of superior and mightier creatumsi 
standing to man, as man now stands to 
the fowls of the air, and the beai^ig of 
the field ? And if these creatulre&:saw 
us at their mercy, and trampled \in 
under foot, making their sport frbiti 
our suffering, or iudulging their ididi>^ 
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lence at our expense, careless whether 
we were miserable or happy, and sacri- 
ficing our lives and our souls to their 
folly, or selfishness, or caprice ? Let us 
put another case. Suppose the Maker 
of all things were to single out any one 
here present, and appoint him with his 
limited faculties, or even with increased 
capacities, to the management of the 
universe, to the government even of a 
single planet, to the controul even of 
those seasons and laws on which the 
well-being of this earth, or but one of 
its regions depends. Suppose that the 
proper distribution of winds and rains, 
the regular movements of the heavenly 
bodies, the unbroken functions and of- 
fices of the various parts of this earth 
depended upon us, and by our sleeping 
at our post whole nations were over- 
whelmed with pestilence and famine; 
or by our want of judgment the system 
of nature became disordered — that the 
will and intention of Providence was 
frustrated by the perverseness of his 
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creatures — and that evil prevailed in- 
stead of good, because we, the ministers 
of God, were indifferent to good, or de- 
lighted in evil. If we, as disinterested 
spectators, were called on to pronounce 
upon those who thus sinned to the ruin 
of others, what should we say ? And if 
that ruin fell upon ourselves, and we 
were. the sufferers and the injured^ how 
should we act to the aggressor ? How 
do we act to those by whom power is 
possessed and abused? How do we 
deal with men indifferent to our inter- 
ests, or negligent in our Welfare «? . Have 
we any compassion for their weakness — 
any apology for their indolence — any 
zeal in their defence? Or does that 
anger seem a virtue, and that revenge 
holy, which wipes out such crimes or 
such errors even in the blood of the 
guilty ? 

Now, let us for one moment open our 
eyes upon the real condition and power 
of every individual among us, and then 
ask, each at our own hearts. Am I not 
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the man? Have I not the means of in- 
fluencing the thoughts and feelings of 
the persons by whom I am surrounded — 
of making some better, and some worse 
— of inspiring them with the sources of 
happiness or misery — of bringing them 
to heaven or to hell ? Have I not a con- 
troul over things, on which the welfare 
of thousands depend ? Have I not a 
property in treasures, even the treasures 
of immortal souls, which God gave me 
to guard and to cherish, but which I 
have neglected or ruined? Can I trace 
the ills which may follow on my indo- 
lence or error? Can I think lightly of 
the suti'erings which my vicious esam- 
plfi, ray false indulgence, my irrational 
fondness, or my couatenance and fa- 
TOur, ^raay bring upon the many in 
temptation, whom I was placed to save, 
biit helped to destroy ? It is indeed 
not the command of the planets, nor 
Uie regulation of the seasons, nor the 
government of the earth, that is en- 
teusted to our hands. And it is often 
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not temporal ruin that we bring on by 
our carelessness or crimes. And at 
times, we scarcely perceive the injury 
that we do, any more than the bulk ci 
mankind are aware of the lives that 
perish by every movement of their bo- 
dies. But if that man be little pro- 
fited, who gains the whole world and 
loses his own soul — if temporal distress 
be as nothing in comparison with an 
immortality of suffering — if the ven- 
geance of God walks among us with a 
sure and unerring step, though our eyes 
may not descry it — shall we condemn 
with a condemnation of curses the man 
who sports and trifles with the bodies 
of his fellow-creatures, and pass over 
with an easy censure the conduct which 
destroys their souls ? Shall we pro- 
nounce judgment upon others, who in- 
jure our temporal interest, and claim 
pardon and indulgence for ourselves by 
whom thousands are lost to all eternity? 
For consider for a moment, even the 
humblest here present, how many beings 
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are around him with whom he is con- 
nected, and who depend on him for the 
formation of their character. God haS 
given to many of you children. He has 
placed under your care helpless and 
tender beings, brought into the world 
in ignorance of every thing ; left at your 
disposal to be educated either for God 
or for the Devil ; capable of every good; 
and capable as well of every kind of 
evil. I will not ask, if any one whom 
God has made a father or a mother, can 
look upon their offspring with indiffer- 
ence, or without the ali'ections which 
nature has suggested ; but I may ask 
the number of those with whom these 
affections begin and end in a foolish 
and ruinous indulgence, or in a love of 
the creature rather than the Creator, or 
in a mad devotion of the heart to a frail 
and perishable being, whom God cannot" 
remove in order to restore us to himself, 
without the risk of bringing us to the 
grave in desolation and sorrow. How 
few are there around us, who when they" 
Dd 



receive into their arms the infants whom 
they have called into existence, and 
bring them to the font to be made mem- 
bers of Christ's body, ever think of more 
than their prosperity upon earth. How 
they may be supported- — how provided 
for — how raised in the eye of the world 
— how minister to our selfishness and 
vanity, we do think, we do meditate. 
But of their value as talents committed 
to us, of the awful responsibility we in- 
cur, of the hopes and fears which they 
inherit from us, of the worm that dieth 
not, and tiie fire which is not quenched, 
we do not admit a calculation. We 
think of them as a gratification of our 
pride, and as such we bring them up — 
regulating our chastisements not by their 
wants, but our own passions ; heaping 
on them indulgences, which but lead 
them astray; loving them only so long 
as they satisfy our vitiated wishes ; 
falling at times into negligence, and 
wearied with the task of education; 
never considering their souls as a pos- 
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session given us by God, which we may 
restore to him a hundred fold, if his 
glory be the object of our labours, and 
his blessing rest upon our work. 

Next to our children, those are placed 
most immediately in our power, and 
made most dependent on our conduct 
for their happiness or misery in eternity, 
who live under the same roof as minis- 
ters and servants. I fear the neglect 
of their souls is even more prevalent 
and mischievous. And yet if the sight 
of a young and helpless infant led 
into the path of perdition before it is 
aware of the danger, and ruined by 
those whom God appointed to cherish 
and to love it, fills us with indignation 
and sympathy, shall we not be equally 
indignant at those who permit fellow- 
creatures, by whose labour their own 
comforts are maintained, to fall into sin, 
to persist in bad habits, to contaminate 
themselves with evil company, to aban- 
don the service of their God, to break 
his Sabbath, never to approach him in 
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to all true wisdom, and all genuitie af- 
fection, if we do not know how to make 
them happier by making them better, 
or care nothing that such happiness may 
be theirs. 

And that which is to be observed of 
our more intimate associates extends to 
all around us, whom we meet in the in- 
tercourse of society, or even in the com- 
mon business of life. We should feel 
and estimate duly the importance of 
every word, and every action, and every 
thought, which is capable of affecting 
others. We should consider every hu- 
man being placed within the range of 
our influence, as a soul dependent on 
our care. We should look upon our- 
selves as the ministers of God's glory ; 
as servants in the absence of their mas- 
ter, not left upon earth to pursue their 
own ends, or in any single interest of 
life or immortality capable of separation 
from our fellow-creatures. We should 
feel a strong and ardent zeal for bring- 
ing^^men into the kingdom of God — a 
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zeal directed indeed by prudence, and 
subservient to our reason, but not cold, 
not heartless, not worldly-minded. And 
if we ask why such should be our con- 
duct, this is the answer ; Because God 
in his wisdom hath willed that we should 
thus be sharers in his work of mercy, 
and the creation of good — because the 
task of blessing man is a part of man's 
business upon earth — because we can- 
not even attempt to save others, without 
doing much to save ourselves — because 
if any good feelings exist within our 
hearts, we cannot be insensible to the 
welfare of those who share with us be- 
neath one common sky, the weakness 
of our nature, the temptations of the 
devil, the joys and the sorrows of life, 
the mercies of God, the salvation of 
Christ, the earnest of the Holy Ghost, 
the danger of hell, and the hope of hea- 
ven. And if all this be not sufficient, 
because the time will come when the 
veil of the flesh will be removed from 
our eyes, and before the faces of angels, 
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to all true wisdom, and all genuine af- 
fection, if we do not know how to make 
them happier by making them better, 
or care nothing that such happiness may 
be theirs. 

And that which is to be observed of 
our more intimate associates extends to 
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tercourse of society, or even in the com- 
mon business of life. We should feel 
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thought, which is capable of affecting 
others. We should consider every hu- 
man being placed within the range of 
our influence, as a soul dependent on 
our care. We should look upon our- 
selves as the ministers of God's glory ; 
as servants in the absence of their mas- 
ter, not left upon earth to pursue their 
own ends, or in any single interest of 
life or immortality capable of separation 
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feel a strong and ardent zeal for bring- 
ing^^men into the kingdom of God — a 
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zeal directed indeed by prudence, 
subservient to our reason, but not cold,' 
not heartless, not worldly-minded. Andi 
if we ask why such should be our con- 
duct, this is the answer : Because God 
in his wisdom hath willed that we should 
thus be sharers in his work of mercy, 
and the creation of good — because the 
task of blessing man is a part of man's 
business upon earth— because we can- 
not even attempt to save others, without 
doing much to save ourselves — because 
if any good feelings exist within our 
hearts, we cannot be insensible to the 
welfare of those who share with us be- 
neath one common sky, the weakness 
of our nature, the temptations of the 
devil, the joys and the sorrows of life, 
the mercies of God, the salvation of 
Christ, the earnest of the Holy Ghost, 
the danger of hell, and the hope of hea- 
ven. And if all this be not sufficient, 
because the time will come when the 
veil of the flesh will be removed from 
our eyes, and before the faces of angels,. 
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and at the judgment-seat of God, we 
shall see those whom we loved, or should 
have loved, tliose who were given us to 
save, and whom we might have saved, 
but did destroy, standing at our side in 
condemnation—a friend — a companion 
~-a brother — a parent — it may be a child 
— looking up to us as their destroyer, and 
pleading with God for their pardon by 
accusing our sins — how could we bear to 
hear from the lips of our own oftspring, 
" Oh God, I was made by thee innocent, 
ignorant, and helpless; I was placed in 
the hands of one who professed to love, 
and was bound to protect me. He 
knew that I knew nothing, that I could 
but follow his steps, and obey his will. 
And he knew that fate which awaited 
me, and the blessings I was entitled to 
share. But that fate he never tried to 
avert, and those blessings he has lost 
to me for ever. He brought me up in' 
idleness and ignorance. He took no' 
pains to check my passions, or remove' 
my errors. He suflered me to be cor-' 
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rupted by evil sights, and evil words, 
and evil companions. He set me an ex- 
ample in himself of violence, intemper- 
ance, or ungodliness. He never came 
to church, and never led me to my 
Maker. He never prayed^and never 
taught me to pray. He brought me in- 
deed to be baptized ; but as a form 
which he did not understand. But he 
never knelt at the altar himself, or took 
me to the only place where I could ob- 
tain thy favour and assistance. His life 
was a misery to me, and mine to him. 
His lessons have been poison, his pro- 
tection ruin, his very fondness a curse. 
His chastisement but sins in him, and 
provocation to me. Is there not room 
for forgiveness, when I might have thus 
been saved, and have thus been lost ?" 
And what answer God will give, God 
only knows. And all that we know, is 
that if the torments of Hell be but 
the worst sufferings of a guilty spirit, 
those torments will be to dwell cut oiF 
from the sight of heaven, amidst the 
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jjroaoa, the reproaches and the curses 
of those, whom we dragged down there 
with ourselves. And if the blessings of 
heaven are like the greatest bliss upon 
earth, they will be the living with souls 
purified and perfected for ever, looking 
up with gratitude to us, as, under God 
and Jesus Christ, the sources and au- 
thors of their happiness ; they will be 
the thanks of souls that we have saved 
— ^the memory of labours not lost in the 
salvation of others — the acknowledge- 
ment of good fulfilled, where in this 
world we never beheld it — the renewal 
of affection with those whom we nursed 
for the kingdom of God, its formation 
with many and many whose faces we 
never saw, but whose hearts we were 
able to improve. God grant that this 
blessing may be ours. God grant that 
all our past omissions maybe pardoned, 
and our zeal never slumber again, when 
the souls of our fellow-creatures are at 
stake. God grant that you may never 
have to answer for half the negligence 
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and failings which seem to come upon 
my memory, and fill me with remorse 
at this moment, when, not as one who 
quits you for ever — one not deeply in- 
terested in your welfare — not person- 
ally attached to you all by the most af- 
fectionate feelings of gratitude and re- 
gard, I close my labours in this place 
with those solemn and beautiful words, 
which contain all that man can desire for 
his dearest friend, and all that God can 
give to the best of mortals. ^ — The peace 
of God, which passeth all understand- 
ing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the 
blessing of .God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst 
you, and remain with you for ever. 
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